
Villa up
for FA
Cup tie

Gemma
caps off
top year

VILLA LOOKING TO REDISCOVER
WINNING FEELING AT WANDERERS

BEACONSFIELD GOLFER SECURES
TOP-TEN FINISH AT Q SCHOOL

REMI Garde believes his Aston
Villa side are motivated ahead of
his first taste of the FA Cup as a
manager.
Villa go into the game on the

back of a 19-gamewinless run and
sit at the bottom of the Premier
League.
Despite this run of form, Garde

is confident his players will raise
themselves for the trip to Adams
Park.
He said: “I know about this kind

of game – playing against lower
league teams, they are very moti-
vated.
“We are motivated as well. The

FA Cup is huge in this country
and for the fans and the players.”
The Villa boss also suggested

his side’s long run without a win
meant that they needed to get a
positive result in whatever compe-
tition they play.
Cup competitions have served

Garde well in the past and he won
the Coupe De France with Lyon in
2012.
A similar success in the FA Cup

would seem unlikely, but he will
be hoping that last season’s run-
ners up will rediscover the form
that took them all the way toWem-
bley in 2015.

A TALENTED golfer has com-
pleted a memorable year by quali-
fying in seventh place at the 2016
Ladies European Tour qualifying
school in Marrakesh.
Gemma Dryburgh’s strong

showing at the event just before
Christmas saw her record a 12-un-
der par score.
The Beaconsfield resident has

played her golf in the area for the
last 10 years and performed admi-
rably in a field of 115 golfers in
Morocco.
Her strong qualifying effort

rounded off an impressive 2015
for Dryburgh in which she was
also made an honorarymember at
Beaconsfield Golf Club.
Such an achievement is no small

feat and sees Dryburgh join the
likes of professional golfers Luke
Donald and Peter Allis in receiv-
ing such an accolade.

Shock over injury blow
for one-time teammate

Peter Murphy is stretchered off at
Adams Park.

BLUES: Bloomfield ‘devastated’ for Murphy

MATT Bloomfield says he feels for
former Wycombe player Peter Murphy
after he picked up a potentially
serious injury during Saturday’s 2-0
defeat against Morecambe.
Murphy lasted less than 15 minutes

on his first return to Adams Park
since leaving in the summer before
suffering a suspected cruciate
ligament injury.
Bloomfield was quick to share his

concern for the player, with whom he
spent last season playing alongside
as Wycombe reached the League Two
play-off final.
He said: “I am absolutely devastated

for Murph, he is a great lad. He has

suffered with injuries to his knees in
the past and I was gutted to see him
in so much pain.
“I am just hoping it’s not as bad as

first thought. Injuries are a horrible
part of football and I don’t like to see
them happen to anyone, let alone
someone I know so well.
“My thoughts will be with Peter

tonight and I am hoping it is not as
bad as first feared, but he is a tough
lad and will work hard to bounce
back.”
Murphy picked up the injury as he

committed to a 50-50 challenge with
Luke O’Nien which saw him take the
full force of the tackle on his planted

Poor defending blamed as
Wanderers slump to defeat

Misery completed: Jamie Devitt beats stand-in Wanderers keeper Jason McCarthy from the penalty spot to
complete Morecambe’s victory. Picture: ANITA ROSS MARSHALL

GARETH Ainsworth was left disap-
pointed by a number of mistakes
that contributed to Wycombe’s 2-0
defeat against Morecambe on Satur-
day.
Shaun Miller converted from in-

side the six-yard box after Anthony
Stewart had miscued what appeared
to be a straightforward clearance
early in the second half.
Aaron Pierre played a loose pass

which allowed the visitors to break
and earn the late penalty that result-
ed in Matt Ingram’s red card and the
second goal.
The result saw Wycombe fall to

sixth in the table and Ainsworth was
left frustrated by the sloppiness at
the back that decided an otherwise
tight game.
“It is disappointing because mis-

takes were always going to win and
lose the game today and we made
two bad ones,” Blues’ manager ex-
plained. “Both teams will be dis-
appointed [with how they played].
They couldn’t get the ball down and
neither could we.
“As good as we have been in the last

two or three weeks, we were pretty
poor today and we hold our hands
up. All we can do is work hard and
put it right.”
Having defended admirably to se-

cure clean sheets in their previous
two matches, Wycombe’s defensive
slump came as a surprise.
Matt Bloomfield echoed his man-

ager’s thoughts and said: “We are
obviously disappointed, but the boys
at the back have been solid as a rock
and kept two clean sheets these last
couple of weeks.
“The manner in which we con-

ceded the goals maybe took the wind

out of our sails a bit. It seemed to
give them a lift and we weren’t good
enough to bounce back today.”
The game was played in a down-

pour which prohibited the playing
of possession-based football and few
chances were created. In fact, Wy-
combe failed to produce a shot on
target in a defeat that ended a run of
three straight wins.
Morecambe’s Peter Murphy suf-

fered a suspected cruciate ligament
injury to his right knee early in pro-

By Harry Gray

ceedings and had to be stretchered
from the field. His injury was the
only real talking point in a poor first
half.
The uninspiring team perfor-

mance left Ainsworth struggling to
find positives before their FA Cup
match with Aston Villa.
He said: “Believeme, I will definite-

ly be showing the players what went
wrong today and I am sure we can be
better. Towards the end of the week
it will be all about Villa though.”

Wycombe Wanderers: Ingram;
McCarthy, Stewart, Pierre, Jacob-
son, Harriman, O’Nien, Bloom-
field, Wood (Ugwu 70), Kretzschmar
(Udumaga 63), Thompson (Amadi-
Holloway 70). Subs not used: Lynch;
Jombati, McGinn, Rowe.
Morecambe: Roche; Beeley, Wil-
son, Dugdale, Parrish, Murphy
(Goodall 15), Fleming, Devitt, Elli-
son, Barkhuizen, Miller (Wildig 76).
Subs not used: Thompson; Edwards,
Molyneux, Mullin, Forrester.

right leg. It is the latest setback in a
season that has already seen the
Shrimps captain miss more than three
months of the campaign through
injury.
He left the field on a stretcher as the

crowd offered him a standing ovation
and chanted his name.
Murphy scored seven times during

his time with Wycombe and Gareth
Ainsworth was quick to offer his best
wishes to his former charge.
“Hopefully he will be back on the

pitch soon,” said Ainsworth.
“I know that getting an injury is the

worst thing that can happen. I hope
Murph makes a speedy recovery.”
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McCarthy looks
to make impact

Ainsworth glad
of eager loanee

ON-LOAN SAINTS DEFENDER AIMING
TO HELP CAUSE AN FA CUP UPSET

SPREADING WORD OF ‘WYCOMBE
WAY’ MEANS MORE TO MANAGER

JASONMcCarthy says that an FA
Cup third round upset against As-
ton Villa would be the ideal way to
mark his new loan deal with Wan-
derers.
The 20-year-old extended his

stay from Southampton earlier
in the week after enjoying a fruit-
ful three months with the Adams
Park club.
Speaking shortly after the deal

had been agreed McCarthy laid
out his plans for the remainder of
his stay, starting with Villa tomor-
row.
“First and foremost I will be try-

ing to go out and upset Aston Villa
and really enjoy that experience,”
he said.
“Then for the rest of the loan I

just want to keep getting some
game time and keep learning as
much as I can.”
The centre-back has spoken in

the past about his desire to play
at the highest level of the English
game.
He therefore views the cup

match as the ideal chance to test
himself against Premier League
standard players.
The Southampton defender said:

“I can’t wait and I am really rel-
ishing it.
“It is a really big occasion and

it will be great to put myself up
against a Premier League side.”
McCarthy added: “It is a big

game for the club. I knew this
game was coming up and it was
one of the reasons I wanted to stay
here for longer.”

GARETH Ainsworth is pleased
Jason McCarthy is eager to con-
tinue working under him after he
extended his loan spell.
The Southampton loanee high-

lighted the important role Ains-
worth played in keeping him at
the club, and how much he has
enjoyed playing for him.
The Wanderers manager was

understandably heartened to hear
the youngster was enjoying his
time at the club.
He said: “It is fantastic that he

likes playing under me and that
he is enjoying his football here.
“I am sure when people saw Ja-

son McCarthy’s first game with
us they may have asked ‘is he the
right fit?’ I don’t think anyone
could say that now.”
Any player saying they enjoy

playing for you is, of course, huge-
ly rewarding for a manager.
But Ainsworth feels the biggest

value from a player enjoying a
loan period is in helping spread a
positive message to parent clubs.
He said: “Jason will be taking

back a message to Southampton
that we do things the right way at
Wycombe.

Bloomfield not ready to give up yet
WANDERERS’ Matt Bloomfield says
he is looking forward to continuing
his career at the club after reaching
12 years at Adams Park.
The midfielder reached the

landmark just before Christmas after
joining the Blues on a free transfer in
2003.
Despite the longevity of his

Wycombe career, Bloomfield has no
intention of hanging up his boots and
at 31 believes he still has plenty to
offer the club.
“It is great, 12 years is a long time in

football. A year or two is a long time
these days with contracts the way
they are and the vulnerability of the
profession,” Bloomfield explained.
“I feel like I have been playing well

this season and I want to stay in the
team and add more appearances to
my total for Wycombe because that is
what I love doing.”
That total currently stands at more

than 300 and has seen him become
one of the senior voices in a changing
room that is home to a largely
youthful squad.

In his time he has experienced the
highs and the lows of Wycombe’s
recent history including relegations,
promotions and cup runs.
He will now look to add to his

extensive list of experiences in the
quartered Wycombe blue in
tomorrow’s highly-anticipated FA Cup
clash against Aston Villa.
Bloomfield’s playing time became

sporadic at the start of the season as
he had to play second fiddle to
Marcus Bean and Luke O’Nien.
However, with Bean suffering injury

in November, Wycombe’s’ number 10
has enjoyed an extended run of
games in the centre of midfield.
Bean is now back in training and

pushing for a return to first-team duty.
Bloomfield made it clear though, he

will carry on fighting to maintain his
place in Gareth Ainsworth’s first XI
plans.
As Ainsworth has previously stated

that players who have earned their
shirts will not lose them easily,
Bloomfield may feel he has staked a
claim to do just that.

Confident Bean ready
for struggling Villans

Taking a ride in training: Marcus Bean, left, joined his teammates in checking out the facilities at the new
Wycombe Leisure Centre on Tuesday. Picture: ANN PRIEST

BLUES midfielder Marcus Bean
saysWycombeWanderers have noth-
ing to fear against an under pressure
Aston Villa side.
The teams meet for a third round

FA Cup tie at Adams Park tomorrow
with Remi Garde’s side heading into
the match at the foot of the Premier
League table.
Villa’s lowly position, and poor

all-round form, has led Bean to be-
lieve that Wycombe can head into
the game in confident mood against
a team that will be expected to beat
them.
“Their form definitely helps us. I

know myself that when you are low
on confidence the next game you
want is not one you are expected to
win,” Bean said.
“You want a game that nobody

gives you a chance in so you can go
out and play without any pressure.
“If you are expected to win when

you haven’t beenwinning before it is
not easy to play well.
“They are a Premier League side,

but if we play to our ability who
knows what could happen.
“Hopefully they will play below

their usual standard as well.”
Having been out for two months

with an ankle injury Bean is fac-
ing a race against time to be fit for
the match, but has been involved in
training for the past week.
He has been ably replaced by Matt

Bloomfield during his time on the
sidelines and understands that he
will not simply stroll back into the
Wanderers starting XI.
Tomorrow’s FA Cup clash may

come too soon for themidfielder, and
not playing in such a high-profile
game comes with obvious disap-
pointment.
However, Bean is aware that as a

senior member of the squad he has
a role to play in the build-up to the
cup tie regardless of whether he
plays.
The 31-year-old said: “It has been

a frustrating couple of months but
I am on my way back now. I have
been in the gym this week and I am

close to a comeback. Hopefully I’ll be
ready.
“My role will be the same as it al-

ways has even if I don’t play.
“I will be there to encourage the

boys and offer advice to the boyswho
haven’t got as much experience.”
Bean joined the club on a free

By Harry Gray
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transfer last January and tomor-
row’s match coincides with his one-
year anniversary at Adams Park.
The Jamaican took time to look

back on his stay at the club, which
has offered up the most extreme of
contrasting emotions.
“It’s been a rollercoaster ride, re-

ally up and down, with the way the
play-offs went. I felt I came in and
played well and then had a dip in
form,” the midfielder explained.
“It tookme a little while to get used

to the way the manager wanted to
play but I think I’ve had some good
performances this season.”



Duo fail
to bag
awards

FA Cup
clash a
sell-out

PLENTY OF PRIDE DESPITE MISSING
OUT ON LEAGUE TWO ACCOLADES

AINSWORTH ACKNOWLEDGES ‘THE
MONEY FOR THE CUP IS BIG FOR US’

WANDERERS pair Gareth Ains-
worth and Jason McCarthy have
missed out on the League Two
manager and player of the month
awards respectively.
They were selected for their ef-

forts throughout December but
were beaten to the accolade by
Shaun Derry and Gareth Evans
respectively.
Despite the disappointment of

missing out on the prize, Ains-
worth spoke of his pride in being
selected to be among the contend-
ers.
He said: “I am very proud of the

nomination.
“It is great to be nominated and

there were some fantastic people
on the list.
“There are a lot of people behind

the scenes who work hard. This
nomination is really for the staff,
players and coaches who work
with me.
“We work together and that is

what makes us successful, so a lot
of people could be given awards
for their efforts.”
McCarthy’s nomination is his

first in the Football League and he
said: “It was really pleasing forme
and I have loads of people to thank
for the nomination.”

WYCOMBE’S FA Cup match with
Aston Villa will give the club a
huge financial boost, claims man-
ager Gareth Ainsworth.
The third round tie has attracted

a sell-out crowd at Adams Park
and added TV revenue from BT
Sport’s live coverage is also set to
earn the club extra money.
It is a cash injection that Ains-

worth says will give the club a
timely boost as they continue to
manage a sizeable debt.
He said: “It is huge for the club.

With this debt that we have it is
a real challenge on the financial
side of things.
“It is tough for us to sign play-

ers or to hold on to players, so the
money for the cup is big for us.”
With Adams Park rarely full

during League games, Ainsworth
hopes the cup tie will make a big
impact on the non-regulars.

FA Cup upset ‘against
the odds despite form’

‘We would love to continue in the
cup’: Matt Bloomfield

BLUES: Villa still have ‘very, very good’ players

FORM is temporary, class is
permanent.
That, at least, is the message from

Matt Bloomfield ahead of Wycombe’s
FA Cup glamour tie against Aston
Villa.
Villa have won just once in the

league all season – a run that
stretches back to the opening day of
the campaign – and seem destined to
be relegated from England’s top flight
in May.
Despite this poor form, which sees

Saturday’s visitors 11 points from
safety at the foot of the Premier
League table, Bloomfield is wary of
an Aston Villa side full of talent.

“It’s a Premier League team coming
to Adams Park with a team full of
players who have been bought for
millions of pounds,” Bloomfield
explained. “They might be having a bit
of a tough time in the Premier League
at the moment but they are still very,
very good players.”
Blues’ good form of five games

unbeaten came to an abrupt halt last
time out in a 2-0 defeat against
Morecambe. Bloomfield believes the
high-profile match is an ideal platform
to rediscover their form.
“The Villa game will certainly get us

back up and running and we need to
bounce back,” Bloomfield said.

Harriman signing pleases
Wanderers boss Ainsworth

Now with Wanderers on a permanent basis: Michael Harriman has signed a three-and-a-half year contract at
Adams Park. Picture: ANITA ROSS MARSHALL

GARETH Ainsworth views the per-
manent signing of Michael Harri-
man as a step towards fulfilling Wy-
combe’s ambition for the future.
The 23-year-old, who was on loan at

Wanderers from Queens Park Rang-
ers, signed a three-and-a-half year
contract at Adams Park on Wednes-
day.
The undisclosed fee is the first

the Blues have paid under current
chairman Andrew Howard and rep-
resents a big development for the
club, according to Ainsworth.
“People shouldn’t get carried away.

We are not paying huge fees for play-
ers and we don’t have money coming
out of our ears,” he explained.
“But the fact we have been able to

sign Michael Harriman shows the
ambition of the club, and that the
club is moving forward.
“It also shows the backing I am

getting from the club, the trust and
Andrew Howard. It is a really good
story this week.”
Harriman, whose loan was due to

finish at the end of the month, has
been in fine form and scored six
goals since arriving at Adams Park
in July.
It is an output that has seen the

wide midfielder become a firm fa-
vourite among fans and develop a
strong bond with the club.
This relationship was key in se-

curing Harriman’s services as Ains-
worth revealed that Wanderers were
not the only club after his signature.
He said: “It is a fantastic signing

for us and Michael Harriman has
made this place his home since ar-
riving.
“There was interest from a few oth-

er clubs but hewanted to be here and

that is great for the club.”
The Irishman’s desire to sign for

Wycombe also stemmed from the
fact he is enjoying his football.
In fact, Harriman says he has

played his “best football” at the club
and is happy with the first-team role
that has seen him play in all but one
of the Chairboys league games.
“I’m happy to stay here and I am

playing really good football at the
moment so wanted to stay,” ex-
plained the player.

By Harry Gray

“I hope I can continue to play well
while I am here and to the standard
that I am at the moment.”
This happiness perhaps stems

from the role he has been playing
under Ainsworth, which has seen
the one time full-back deployed as a
marauding right midfielder.
It is a position Ainsworth feels he

is well suited to and despite never
playing in midfield before Harriman
has enjoyed the transition.
“I like playing a bit further for-

ward and I just try to show what I
can do when we are attacking,” said
Harriman.
While Harriman’s arrival repre-

sents a coup for Wanderers, Ains-
worth suggested that any further
incoming transfer dealings would be
unlikely in January.
He said: “We can’t make big sign-

ings and people shouldn’t expect
much business from us, but it is fan-
tastic to have got this deal done early
in the window.”

“First and foremost we will have to
play better than we did today against
Aston Villa. We would love to continue
in the cup and we will look forward to
the game and see how we get on.”
While the 31-year-old accepts

Wycombe will be underdogs
regardless of their Premier League
opponents’ form, he admits the
players have allowed themselves to
dream of an upset.
“If [Villa] turn up on the day and

perform to their maximum then they
should win the game,” Bloomfield
said. “If we can play above our
potential and they dip below theirs
then who knows.”
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Young Lynch ‘more than capable’ of filling in

Duo will
stay with
Wanderers

Alex Lynch.

BLUES: Understudy keeper backed ahead of FA Cup clash

BLUES: No change in approach against strugglers

DEALS FINALISED FOR HARRIMAN AND
MCCARTHY TO REMAIN WITH BLUES

GARETH Ainsworth and Matt
Bloomfield are backing Alex Lynch
to thrive during tomorrow’s FA Cup
match with Aston Villa.
Lynch is expected to start the

game after Matt Ingram received a
straight red card for a last-man foul
on Aaron Wildig during the 2-0 loss
to Morecambe.
However, the 20-year-old’s experi-

ence of filling in for the injured In-
gram during last season’s play-offs
means he is well suited to the chal-
lenge, according to Ainsworth.
Blues’ manager said: “Alex Lynch

WYCOMBE Wanderers are celebrating
a double transfer boost after Michael
Harriman and Jason McCarthy
extended their stays at the club.
Harriman has signed a permanent

three-and-a-half year deal to keep him
at the club until 2019, while
McCarthy’s loan from Southampton
has been extended until Wednesday,
February 3.
Manager Gareth Ainsworth had

suggested before the January transfer
window opened that he would do
everything in his power to keep the
players at the club.
McCarthy had been due to return to

St Mary’s at the start of the month and
was pleased to have extended his time
at Adams Park.
He said: “I am really happy to extend

my stay here and I am loving my time
here.
“The club is full of great people and

it is a great club.
“It was a decision between

Wycombe, Southampton and myself
and we decided that if it was going
well why bother changing it?”
McCarthy and Harriman are

important members of the first team
set-up at Wycombe and fans will be
delighted to see the pair commit to the
club.
Harriman declared his delight at

becoming a permanent Wycombe
player while McCarthy was quick to
heap praise on Ainsworth.
The defender said: “The manager

was one of the main reasons I wanted
to stay. I really appreciate what he has
done.
“He has given me all these games to

show what I can do and has shown a
lot of faith throughout my time here.”

only plays in the big games, doesn’t
he? He is more than capable [of cov-
ering Ingram].
“I think thatwhenwe played Leeds

in a friendly here a couple of weeks
back people saw that Alex is a great
understudy to Matt.
“It is just that he is understudy to

one of the brightest young keepers
in the bottom leagues, but he will
get his turn.”
With both Ingram and Ainsworth

convinced he had played the ball in
the incident that led to Saturday’s
dismissal, the club launched an al-

‘We have total respect
for Villa’ – Ainsworth
GARETH Ainsworth says his Wan-
derers side will show Aston Villa
“total respect” when the two sides
meet in the FA Cup third round to-
morrow.
Blues welcome Villa to Adams

Park for a match which is set to be
played in front of a capacity crowd.
Clearly keen tomaintain his play-

ers’ focus, Ainsworth bristled at
the suggestion that Villa will rep-
resent a giant-killing opportunity.
He said: “We are not thinking like

that. We have total respect for any
Premier League side that is com-
ing to play at Adams Park.
“We will approach the game with

the same level of intensity and
commitment as we would if we
were playing any Premier League
team. It makes no difference that
they are bottom of the table.”
Villa’s form has been dismal,

and a 3-1 defeat to Sunderland last
time out saw them fall seven points
adrift at the foot of the top flight
standings.
They are a further four points

from escaping the relegation zone
and have not won since a 5-3 victo-
ry over Notts County in the League
Cup in October.
With heightened media inter-

est in the match, which will be
televised on BT Sport from 12pm,
Ainsworth has told his players to
enjoy the day.
He said: “The mood in the chang-

ing room has been good and we are
all looking forward to the game.

“I have told the boys that they
should just go out there to enjoy
themselves and make the most of
the day.”
The Chairboys’ cause may well

be boosted by the return of Paul
Hayes and Marcus Bean from in-
jury.
Both men have been recovering

from ankle complaints, with Bean
out since November and Hayes
missing Saturday’s 2-0 loss against
Morecambe.
Ainsworth stressed thatwhile the

pair are available they would not
be rushed back unless he deemed
them fully fit.
The manager will have to deal

with the loss of Matt Ingramwhose
red card against Morecambe sees
him serve a one-match ban.
Wycombe will be eager to avoid

a scoreline similar to the 8-3 drub-
bing handed out by Villa the last
time the two sides met in 2005.
Despite the history, Ainsworth is

approaching the game against top-
tier opposition in exactly the same
way as any other.
He explained: “I am not going to

approach the game any differently
as I think that is when things start
to go wrong for you.”
Villa are currently without six

players with Gabi Agbonlahor,
Alan Hutton, Adama Traore, Car-
los Sanchez, Gary Gardner and
Jordan Amavi all out injured.

By Harry Gray

SPORT
most immediate appeal.
Wycombe were unsuccessful

though, and the FA upheld the one-
match ban awarded for preventing a
clear goalscoring opportunity.
In Lynch’s sole league appearance

this season – he covered for an in-
jured Ingram during the Chairboys’
1-1 draw against Carlisle United – he
showed flashes of the quality sug-
gested by Ainsworth.
Veteran midfielder Bloomfield

also supported Ainsworth’s claims,
and expects Lynch to do well in the
heightened pressure of playing in

front of a capacity Adams Park
crowd.
He said: “Lynchy came in and per-

formed in the play-off games for us
last season. He likes playing on the
TV as he showed then.
“It is a big blow for Matt, but

Lynchy will take his chance, and we
are looking forward to the game.”
Bloomfield was eager to stress the

fine work done by the youngster be-
hind the scenes, adding: “We know
he [Lynch] is a good keeper and is
great back-up to Matt and pushes
him all the way.”

9 770963 233142
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The Wanderers squad visited the new Wycombe Leisure Centre on
Tuesday as part of their build-up for tomorrow’s cup clash.

DOZEN YEARS
Matt Bloomfield keen to add
to his Wanderers memories
after reaching landmark

60 January 8, 2016 bucksfreepress.co.uk

Bucks Free Press, Loudwater Mill, Station Road, Loudwater, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 9TY. Published by the Bucks Free Press Group, part of Newsquest Bucks & West London, which is part of Newsquest London, a Gannett
Company. The views expressed in this publication are independent of all political parties, private interest and government. Newspaper Support Recycling. The recycled paper content of UK newspapers in 2014 was 80.6%.



U-turn over homes
and offices plan
for old garage site
By Stephanie Wareham

PLANS to build offices and homes in
Beaconsfield, which a residents’ group
said could “devastate” the town, will be
discussed by the district council next
week.

Plans to demolish workshops and ga-
rages at the back of 36 to 56 London End
(also known as the Merritt’s Garage
site) and replace them with a terrace of
four houses and an office building were
submitted by Burnham Nominees Ltd
in October – five months after a “virtu-
ally identical” application was refused
over highway concerns.

The new application, which has been
recommended for full planning permis-
sion, will be discussed by South Bucks
District Council’s planning committee
on January 13. The town council and
Beaconsfield Old Town Residents Asso-
ciation (BOTRA) were among 29 differ-
ent objectors to the plans, with BOTRA
chairman Sandy Saunders fearing the
access road, which developers have
proposed to make one-way, will affect
pedestrian safety and traffic.

Speaking to the Bucks Free Press in
November, he said the access road to

the site could be “very dangerous” for
pedestrians walking to the medical
centre and that there would be severe
congestion on London End if the plans
were approved.

Agents acting on behalf of the ap-
plicants have since met with Millbarn
Medical Centre twice to discuss their
plans and have attempted to alleviate
some of the safety issues with the ac-
cess road. Proposed heavy duty plates
on the road will be replaced with bar-
riers, the entrance paving layout has
been amended to give the medical cen-
tre car park exit improved right of way,
and lighting along each access point
will be looked at to avoid risk of pedes-
trians tripping in the dark.

BOTRA is set to send a representative
to the meeting, which starts at 4.15pm
at the district council offices on Oxford
Road, Denham, to speak against the
plans and urged all ‘interested parties’
to register to speak.

In the case officer’s report to the plan-
ning committee, they highlighted the
county Highways Authority was now
“satisfied with the proposal from a
highway and pedestrian point of view”
and there are “no longer grounds to
object to the proposal on such matters.”

WYCOMBE Wanderers footballers
have stepped up their training
regime ahead of one of their
biggest ever games this weekend
by visiting the newly opened
Wycombe Leisure Centre.

The group of players, including
goalkeeper Matt Ingram who

studied at John Hampden
Grammar School just yards away,
used the gym and swimming pool
in preparation to face Premier
League side Aston Villa in the FA
Cup team on Saturday.

The club, which has a
partnership with the leisure

centre, joined staff and members
of the public at the gym, hours
after the official opening on
Tuesday.

Players and management hope
the town will get behind them
when they host Villa in the sold-
out third round tie at Adams Park.

Players take on the climbing bars while using the new gym, which opened this week

Team hit new gym ahead of cup clash
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