
Pierre points up the
table for Wycombe

Jacobson:
We can
get better

Aaron Pierre’s injury time strike propelled Wycombe up the league

WYCOMBE WANDERERS man-
ager Gareth Ainsworth said he was
“elated” to see Aaron Pierre’s stop-
page time winner at Cambridge hit
the back of the net as the Chairboys
grabbed their first away win in the
league since February.
Pierre’s moment of magic came

just four minutes after George
Maris had equalised Paul Hayes’
early penalty.
However, the real hero for the

away side was goalkeeper Jamal
Blackman who pulled off a series
of magnificent saves in the second
half
Ainsworth was understandably

emotional at what he had just wit-
nessed, but was extremely honest
in his assessment of the game. He
said: “It has been a long wait for
this away league win, but to be hon-
est we may have not deserved that
as Cambridge really put the pres-
sure on us in the second half.
“Jamal Blackman will play in the

Premier League because of what he
has done in this game/ Everyone
wants to disagree with me but his
performance today in the second
half was outstanding.
“The resilience was something

special and we have deserved to win
away from home before now but to-
day’s game probably had a draw on
it.
“I am just elated but I don’t want

to get too high.We are on a good run

WYCOMBE WANDERERS left back
Joe Jacobson said the players don’t
ever speak about unbeaten runs as
they return to Adams Park to enter-
tain Hartlepool tomorrow afternoon.
Jacobson has been an ever present

in the team that has picked up three
league wins on the bounce but he ex-
plained that talking about a good run
has never been a subject in the dress-
ing room..
He said: “You can tell whenever you

have been on good runs that the play-
ers are buzzing for the next game.
“You don’t feel tired, you don’t feel

like you don’t want to be there. Eve-
ryone is just buzzing and everyone is
stepping onto the training field and
loving every minute of how the team
is progressing.”
“We go into every game feeling we

can get to the 90th minute and still be
within a chance of winning and that
is a great place to be in and hopefully
that can continue.
“Being honest, I don’t thinkwe have

been at our best this week by any
means but to win when you aren’’t
playing well shows that we have
great togetherness and if we can im-
prove on our performances then that
can only be a good thing.”
Jacobson praised Newport County

match-winner Sido Jombati for his
brilliant free kick to give all three
valuable points to the Chairboys but
admitted that Jombati’s predatory
instincts over free kicks just outside
the box are becoming the norm.
“I reckon his ratio must be the best

in world football!” joked Jacobson.
“I can’t see any professional player

in the world who has scored three out
of four free kicks ever taken.
“Fair play to him as no-one knew

he could ever take a free kick before
the Portsmouth game but he put it
top corner and every time he puts it
in that specific position it seems to
go in so if we get manymore of them
throughout the season, he can carry
on scoring them.”
Tuesday’s game saw Jacobson re-

turn to Wales, and a fixture where
many of his family and friends
turned up to support him.
He added: “It is always nice that the

family comes down to support me.
Our away form has been poor and we
lost at Newport last season so it was
nice that they could come down and
watch us win here.”

MS centre aids Wycombe players’ fitness woes
WYCOMBEWANDERERS are reap-
ing the benefits of an oxygen cham-
ber at the Chilterns MS Centre at
Wendover which has accelerated
the recovery from injury of a num-
ber of players.
The double hyperbaric chamber is

predominantly used by people with
multiple sclerosis (MS) but carries
benefits for those with sports inju-
ries, allergies, ulcer and neurologi-
cal conditions, as well as for people
recovering from cancer and strokes.
Defender Joe Jacobson was one of

the first players to use the centre,
and he was impressed with both the
welcome he received and the effec-
tiveness of the treatment:
“It was very strange at first, sit-

ting there with a mask on for an
hour or so, but I found it a very
worthwhile experience. When I
first suffered my injury I was told
I would be out of action for three
months, but I was playing again in
five weeks. Everyone at the Centre
was so helpful and friendly which
made me and my team-mates feel at

ease, and it was nice to go there as
a group each day, seeing each other
progress at different rates.”
All of the Centre’s treatments and

therapies are free to those affected
by MS after an initial membership
fee of only £25 a year.

Chilterns MS Centre will also be
able to raise awareness of their
facilities to the supporters of Wy-
combe Wanderers on Saturday Jan-
uary 14 when they will be the desig-
nated match sponsor of the fixture
against Yeovil Town at Adams Park.

Wanderers manager Gareth Ains-
worth concluded: “Throughout my
career I’ve seen a few players come
back to fitness sooner than pre-
dicted but the results of the oxygen
chamber seem to be breaking all
kinds of records for us, and we are
now seeing the results on the pitch
which is brilliant for me. We had
some bad luck earlier in the season
with injuries, but getting oxygen
into the affected areas nice and ear-
ly has had a real impact.
“Going forward, the Chilterns MS

Centre is a big part of the team at
Wycombe Wanderers and I hope
we can play our part by helping to
raise awareness of the facilities and
expertise that people may not be
aware of. Already one of our play-
ers has asked to arrange therapy at
the centre for a family member, and
I’m sure there will be many sup-
porters who can also benefit from
their services.”
Visit http://www.chilternsmscen-

tre.org/ for more information and
to take a virtual tour of the centre.

WYCOMBE Latest news from Adams Park

by Nicholas Tunney

at themoment but we have Newport
on Tuesday night and I want to keep
our feet firmly on the ground for
that.”
The win at the Cambs Glass Sta-

dium saw Wycombe jump to 10th
in League Two and Ainsworth
quipped: “It’s nice to see and maybe
I will buy a newspaper now to have
a read as I haven’t done that for a
while!”
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Skipper Hayes echoed Ains-
worth’s post-match sentiments
about the victory. His fifth min-
ute penalty was the first his side
had been awarded in eight months
but he showed an ice cool nerve to
stroke the ball home.
He said: “It was fantastic to score

the penalty. It looks like we are get-
ting that rub of the green at the mo-
ment and it was a great feeling to

score so early.”
Hayes also reserved praise for

Blackman, adding: “He was im-
mense . He pulled off those saves,
he came and claimed everything.
The gaffer came into the dressing
room after and said ‘Well done Ja-
mal’ and that sums it up because he
kept us in it.”
Resilience was a word that Ains-

worth used to sum up his side’s per-
formance and Hayes commented:
“The belief to keep going right at
the end was the reason we won . We
showed our endeavour and togeth-
erness and we were brave to throw
our men up to get the win rather
than settle for the point.”
Some of Blackman’s saves were

right out of the top drawer in the
second half, after a first half where
he wasn’t really tested fully. Uche
Ikpeazu, brought on at half-time
for Piero Mingoia, almost made an
immediate impact when he turned
and shot but saw his effort smartly
saved by the Chelsea loanee..
Brad Halliday followed up Black-

man’s parry but skewed wide when
it was easier to score.
Blackman thenpulled off two even

better saves to deny Shaun Derry’s
team. The keeper brilliantly tipped
wide Mark Roberts’ header from
Halliday’s pinpoint cross.
Moments later, the young stopper

excelled again when the luckless
Roberts was denied by an incred-
ible point blank save which left
Ainsworth purring over his display.

Chilterns MS Centre in Wendover is helping Wycombe’s players
return from injury a lot quicker using their oxygen chamber

Jacobson believes there is more
to come from Wycombe



Hatton’s Dubai despair after losing by a shot

Bayo
taunted
by race
slurs

GOLF: DP World Tour Championship

WYCOMBE: Double away day joy for Chairboys

MARLOW golfer Tyrrell Hatton
came so close to winning the Eu-
ropean Tour’s final event of the
season, finishing runner up at the
DP World Tour Championship at
Jumeirah Estates in Dubai last Sun-
day.
Hatton finished one shot behind

eventual winner, England’s Mat-
thew Fitzpatrick, with a total of -16
after an epic day’s golf in the desert.
The 25-year-old had a great chance

to win the tournament going up the
par 5 18th but ended up putting his
second shot into the water and had

to make do with bogey.
Hatton had a produced a moment

of genius at the previous hole when
he made par with an outrageous
bunker shot which he holed.
His finish for second ensured he

finished fourth on the Race to Dubai
leaderboard, with Sweden’s Henrik
Stenson being crowned the Euro-
pean Tour’s leading golfer for the
second time, after winning the title
back in 2013.
Hatton took to social media to ex-

press his disappointment at losing
by a solitary stroke but was mag-

nanimous in defeat.
He tweeted: “Tough finish but

these things happen. All you can
ever do is try your best. Big congrats

toMatthew Fitzpatrick for thewin.”
It has been a huge breakthrough

season for the Harleyford Golf Club
professional. He won his first Eu-
ropean Tour title last month with
a win at the Alfred Dunhill Links
Championship in Scotland last
month.
The win north of the border was

richly deserved as he had a truly
brilliant season on the European
Tour with top five finishes in many
esteemed tournaments including
finishing fifth at The Open at Royal
Troon back in July.

Hatton has also climbed to 33rd
in the world rankings, ensuring he
will likely make his Masters debut
next April at the famed Augusta Na-
tional.
England have an array of young

golfing talent coming through the
ranks including Hatton, Fitzpat-
rick, Andy Sullivan and Chris
Wood. This quartet could be the
fulcrum for years to come and tak-
ing on the mantle from the likes of
Lee Westwood, Luke Donald, Justin
Rose and Paul Casey.

WYCOMBE WANDERERS forward
Adebayo Akinfenwa has taken to
social media claiming he was racially
abused by a small section of
Cambridge United fans during their
2-1 win on Saturday.

Akinfenwa made the claim not long
after the match at the Abbey Stadium
had finished. He tweeted: “Good 3pts
2day, great support again. It’s a
shame that a small group of
Cambridge fans focus on colour rather
than the game #KickOutRacism.”

A spokesman for Wycombe
Wanderers said: “Wycombe
Wanderers have offered their full
co-operation to Cambridge United in
their investigation into racist abuse
during Saturday’s fixture at the Cambs
Glass Stadium.

“The two clubs will work together to
ensure appropriate action is taken
against a small number of home
supporters who are alleged to have
made racist remarks to Wycombe
striker Adebayo Akinfenwa in the first
half of the match.”

Detective Chief Inspector Steve
Kerridge, of the Cambridgeshire
Constabulary, said: “We are working
closely with Cambridge United and
Wycombe Wanderers to identify the
people involved.

“The behaviour that has been
alleged against a small minority is at
odds with the core community and
family-orientated principles of the
club. It is totally incompatible with the
spirit of tolerance and diversity for
which the city of Cambridge is
known.”

Anyone with information call 101 and
ask to speak to DC Chris McLoughlin.

Wycombe wonders’
week to remember!
A WEEK is a long time in politics
- but in football terms, two away
wins on the trot in the space of
four days were sweet to savour for
in-formWycombe.
The Chairboys host Hartlepool

United tomorrow at Adams Park -
seeking revenge from a 1-0 reverse
earlier this season.
This time last week, Wycombe

were 16th and nervously looking
over their shoulders.
Now, two six-pointers on the

trot has propelled the League 2
side to the nose-bleeding heights
of eighth, and just a point off the
play-off zone.
“It is fantastic to be on this run

but Hartlepool are a good side al-
though we seem to do well against
them at home,” insisted boss Ga-
reth Ainsworth.
“However, it will be a tough game

and we will make sure we are
ready for that.”
Ainsworth was still smiling after

enjoying Sido Jombati’s late win-
ner which beat Newport County
1-0 on Tuesday evening.
Jombati, who replaced the in-

jured Michael Harriman in the
starting line-up, struck a fantastic
88th minute free kick off the un-
derside of the crossbar to seal vic-
tory in South Wales.
The victory extended Wycombe’s

run to four games unbeaten in
the league and followed victory at
Cambridge United on Saturday,
their first away league win since

February at Dagenham & Red-
bridge.
Ainsworth was delighted with

the victory but admitted he wasn’t
completely overjoyed with his
side’s first half performance. He
said: “I had to go in to the lads at
the break and rattle a few cages but
to be fair I certainly got a reaction
in the second half.
“There were some brilliant indi-

vidual performances. Matt Bloom-
field, Sam Wood, Luke O’Nien all
ran themselves into the ground
and I am really pleased to have got
out with a win as with 20 minutes
to go I would have taken a point.”
The win on a difficult pitch at

Rodney Parade followed a gruel-
ling match against Cambridge on
Saturday and Ainsworth praised
his side’s energy levels and efforts
just three days later.
“The energy levels were really

high and credit to them on a sap-
ping pitch, which had taken a lot of
rain,” explained Ainsworth.
“We were worried about one or

two of them after the game on Sat-
urday as we were penned back for
long periods and when that hap-
pens, you run more and do more
work.
“It was really pleasing to see the

lads’ fitness come through, as well
as rotating a couple of the lads
who were missing. The strength in
depth shone through.”

By Nicholas Tunney
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Sido Jombati scored a wonderful free-kick late on to down Newport

Rugby
Amersham finally break their
losing streak
- page 61
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Pierre points up the
table for Wycombe

Jacobson revels in four
match unbeaten league
run but says there is more
improvement to come
from the Chairboys after
late away victories at in
form Cambridge United
and Newport County

Aaron Pierre’s injury time strike propelled Wycombe up the league

WYCOMBE WANDERERS man-
ager Gareth Ainsworth said he was
“elated” to see Aaron Pierre’s stop-
page time winner at Cambridge hit
the back of the net as the Chairboys
grabbed their first away win in the
league since February.
Pierre’s moment of magic came

just four minutes after George
Maris had equalised Paul Hayes’
early penalty.
However, the real hero for the

away side was goalkeeper Jamal
Blackman who pulled off a series
of magnificent saves in the second
half
Ainsworth was understandably

emotional at what he had just wit-
nessed, but was extremely honest
in his assessment of the game. He
said: “It has been a long wait for
this away league win, but to be hon-
est we may have not deserved that
as Cambridge really put the pres-
sure on us in the second half.
“Jamal Blackman will play in the

Premier League because of what he
has done in this game/ Everyone
wants to disagree with me but his
performance today in the second
half was outstanding.
“The resilience was something

special and we have deserved to win
away from home before now but to-
day’s game probably had a draw on
it.
“I am just elated but I don’t want

to get too high.We are on a good run

WYCOMBE WANDERERS left back
Joe Jacobson said the players don’t
ever speak about unbeaten runs as
they return to Adams Park to enter-
tain Hartlepool tomorrow afternoon.
Jacobson has been an ever present

in the team that has picked up three
league wins on the bounce but he ex-
plained that talking about a good run
has never been a subject in the dress-
ing room..
He said: “You can tell whenever you

have been on good runs that the play-
ers are buzzing for the next game.
“You don’t feel tired, you don’t feel

like you don’t want to be there. Eve-
ryone is just buzzing and everyone is
stepping onto the training field and
loving every minute of how the team
is progressing.”
“We go into every game feeling we

can get to the 90th minute and still be
within a chance of winning and that
is a great place to be in and hopefully
that can continue.
“Being honest, I don’t thinkwe have

been at our best this week by any
means but to win when you aren’’t
playing well shows that we have
great togetherness and if we can im-
prove on our performances then that
can only be a good thing.”
Jacobson praised Newport County

match-winner Sido Jombati for his
brilliant free kick to give all three
valuable points to the Chairboys but
admitted that Jombati’s predatory
instincts over free kicks just outside
the box are becoming the norm.
“I reckon his ratio must be the best

in world football!” joked Jacobson.
“I can’t see any professional player

in the world who has scored three out
of four free kicks ever taken.
“Fair play to him as no-one knew

he could ever take a free kick before
the Portsmouth game but he put it
top corner and every time he puts it
in that specific position it seems to
go in so if we get manymore of them
throughout the season, he can carry
on scoring them.”
Tuesday’s game saw Jacobson re-

turn to Wales, and a fixture where
many of his family and friends
turned up to support him.
He added: “It is always nice that the

family comes down to support me.
Our away form has been poor and we
lost at Newport last season so it was
nice that they could come down and
watch us win here.”

MS centre aids Wycombe players’ fitness woes
WYCOMBEWANDERERS are reap-
ing the benefits of an oxygen cham-
ber at the Chilterns MS Centre at
Wendover which has accelerated
the recovery from injury of a num-
ber of players.
The double hyperbaric chamber is

predominantly used by people with
multiple sclerosis (MS) but carries
benefits for those with sports inju-
ries, allergies, ulcer and neurologi-
cal conditions, as well as for people
recovering from cancer and strokes.
Defender Joe Jacobson was one of

the first players to use the centre,
and he was impressed with both the
welcome he received and the effec-
tiveness of the treatment:
“It was very strange at first, sit-

ting there with a mask on for an
hour or so, but I found it a very
worthwhile experience. When I
first suffered my injury I was told
I would be out of action for three
months, but I was playing again in
five weeks. Everyone at the Centre
was so helpful and friendly which
made me and my team-mates feel at

ease, and it was nice to go there as
a group each day, seeing each other
progress at different rates.”
All of the Centre’s treatments and

therapies are free to those affected
by MS after an initial membership
fee of only £25 a year.

Chilterns MS Centre will also be
able to raise awareness of their
facilities to the supporters of Wy-
combe Wanderers on Saturday Jan-
uary 14 when they will be the desig-
nated match sponsor of the fixture
against Yeovil Town at Adams Park.

Wanderers manager Gareth Ains-
worth concluded: “Throughout my
career I’ve seen a few players come
back to fitness sooner than pre-
dicted but the results of the oxygen
chamber seem to be breaking all
kinds of records for us, and we are
now seeing the results on the pitch
which is brilliant for me. We had
some bad luck earlier in the season
with injuries, but getting oxygen
into the affected areas nice and ear-
ly has had a real impact.
“Going forward, the Chilterns MS

Centre is a big part of the team at
Wycombe Wanderers and I hope
we can play our part by helping to
raise awareness of the facilities and
expertise that people may not be
aware of. Already one of our play-
ers has asked to arrange therapy at
the centre for a family member, and
I’m sure there will be many sup-
porters who can also benefit from
their services.”
Visit http://www.chilternsmscen-

tre.org/ for more information and
to take a virtual tour of the centre.

at themoment but we have Newport
on Tuesday night and I want to keep
our feet firmly on the ground for
that.”
The win at the Cambs Glass Sta-

dium saw Wycombe jump to 10th
in League Two and Ainsworth
quipped: “It’s nice to see and maybe
I will buy a newspaper now to have
a read as I haven’t done that for a
while!”
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Skipper Hayes echoed Ains-
worth’s post-match sentiments
about the victory. His fifth min-
ute penalty was the first his side
had been awarded in eight months
but he showed an ice cool nerve to
stroke the ball home.
He said: “It was fantastic to score

the penalty. It looks like we are get-
ting that rub of the green at the mo-
ment and it was a great feeling to

score so early.”
Hayes also reserved praise for

Blackman, adding: “He was im-
mense . He pulled off those saves,
he came and claimed everything.
The gaffer came into the dressing
room after and said ‘Well done Ja-
mal’ and that sums it up because he
kept us in it.”
Resilience was a word that Ains-

worth used to sum up his side’s per-
formance and Hayes commented:
“The belief to keep going right at
the end was the reason we won . We
showed our endeavour and togeth-
erness and we were brave to throw
our men up to get the win rather
than settle for the point.”
Some of Blackman’s saves were

right out of the top drawer in the
second half, after a first half where
he wasn’t really tested fully. Uche
Ikpeazu, brought on at half-time
for Piero Mingoia, almost made an
immediate impact when he turned
and shot but saw his effort smartly
saved by the Chelsea loanee..
Brad Halliday followed up Black-

man’s parry but skewed wide when
it was easier to score.
Blackman thenpulled off two even

better saves to deny Shaun Derry’s
team. The keeper brilliantly tipped
wide Mark Roberts’ header from
Halliday’s pinpoint cross.
Moments later, the young stopper

excelled again when the luckless
Roberts was denied by an incred-
ible point blank save which left
Ainsworth purring over his display.

Chilterns MS Centre in Wendover is helping Wycombe’s players
return from injury a lot quicker using their oxygen chamber

Jacobson believes there is more
to come from Wycombe


