
A HORROR Halloween attack is 
being investigated after a man was 
taken to hospital with burns to his 
face after a “corrosive substance” 
was thrown at him by a ‘trick-or-
treater’ in High Wycombe.

The victim, a man in his 30s, was 

at home in Bevelwood Gardens at 
around 7.45pm on Wednesday when 
there was a knock at the door.

He answered the door and there 
was someone dressed as a ghost, in 
a white sheet with eye holes cut out.

He assumed the person was a 
trick-or-treater for Halloween, but 
the person then threw two cups of  

pink liquid over the victim.
Police confirmed the liquid was 

a “high strength corrosive sub-
stance”.

The man suffered burns to his 
face and feet, and was taken to Wy-
combe Hospital to be treated. He 
has since been discharged. 

Investigating officer, detective ser-

geant David Mitchell of  Force CID 
based at Aylesbury police station, 
said: “This is a worrying attack 
involving a liquid, which has been 
established by our colleagues at 
Buckinghamshire Fire and Rescue 
Service as a high strength corro-
sive substance.”
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Smith: 
Best shape 
of my life

Boxing

WYCOMBE boxer Ben Smith is 
prepared for the toughest fight of  his 
boxing career as he takes on Mwanya 
Chisanga at the iconic York Hall on 
November 24.

Smith, who is unbeaten having won 
seven out of  seven, goes into the bout 
in the best shape of  his life and is 
very confident his stock can continue 
to rise in the boxing world.

He said: “I am fighting someone 
who has come to win, which is 
different to the journeymen I have 
been facing.

“He has lost a few fights but he has 
lost to some top boxers so I am going 
to have to be at my best against him 
on November 24.

“I have done my first sparring 
session and did eight rounds non-
stop, which shows just how fit I am.

“It usually takes me ages to get 
going and I usually build my 
sparring up slowly. Being in the gym 
most days as kept me fit and I am 
reaping the rewards.

“It is a bit frustrating as I wanted to 
get out a lot sooner since my last 
fight but have signed up with Mark 
Gibbs and it is a case of  getting more 
six round fights under my belt.

“Then another fight in January, 
then hopefully a title shot 
somewhere after February.”

Smith will be making his second 
appearance at York Hall and he 
reiterated how much he loves the 
Bethnal Green venue.

He added: “The atmosphere is 
brilliant. Everyone is on top of  you 
and every top British boxer has 
fought there in their time and it is 
fantastic to fight there and I hope to 
put on a good show.”

A PAIR of  American investors will 
be meeting Trust members next 
week for the first time as a poten-
tial takeover bid inches closer.

Bill Luby and Jim Collis will be 
introduced to members next week 
on November 7 at Adams Park af-
ter chairman Trevor Stroud issued 
an update this week on the latest 
news from the board.

At a meeting held on Septem-
ber 12, Stroud revealed that Wy-
combe Wanderers Trust members 

“agreed in principle that the club 
should seek external investment, 
with investors taking either a ma-
jority or minority interest in the 
club in exchange for the provision 
of  a permanent capital solution”.

In the letter, Stroud added: “Bill 
and Jim are American financial 
professionals with tremendous ex-
perience in sports especially foot-
ball. 

“We have known them for some 
time and are impressed not only 
with their acute understanding of  
the business of  football, but also 
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with their sensitivity to fan owner-
ship and of  the Trust’s continued 
participation in running the club 
going forward. 

“In addition, they appear to us 
have the financial wherewithal to 
continue to carry forward the Club 
with the aspirations of  becoming 
a stable, secure and competitive 
League One club and even, in time, 
competing at a higher level. We will 
continue to carry out due diligence 
on them, but our current view is 
that they will be valuable partners 
and proper stewards for the club.

“If  this plan is to be implemented, 
the approval of  75 per cent of  Leg-
acy Members will be required, and 
a formal meeting and ballot will be 
held in due course.

“It must be stressed – this evening 
is designed to help us get to know 
them and to have them begin to get 
to know the important stakeholders 
at the club.”

Stroud added: “This is the start of  
a hugely important part of  Wycombe 
Wanderers’ history. The Trust board 
is very excited about the potential 
relationship with Bill and Jim.”
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