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The Blues News is the official newspaper of

y/ p! in associ-
ation with the Bucks Free Press. Any corre-
spondence should be sent to the Editor, The
Blues News, Wycombe Wanderers Football
Club, Hillbottom Road, Sands, High Wycombe.
Telephone: (0494) 472100. Fax: (0494) 527633.

WYCOMBE Wanderers Football
Club would not be where it is
today without the revenue gener-
ated from its main activities.
These are matchday gate receipts,
clubshop sales, lotteries, room
hire, advertising boards, bar
receipts, catering, programme
advertising, matchday hospitality
and sponsorship.

I would like to concentrate on
my main area of responsibility,
that of Sales & Marketing. With-
out sponsors and supporters I am
well aware I would not have a job.

At Wycombe Wanderers, we
are blessed with a large number of
committed sponsors and fans.
However, I would like to particu-
larly acknowledge the part played
by our faithful sponsors.

Most of our current sponsors,
supported Wycombe Wanderers
during the highs and lows of the
Loakes Park years, and are largely
responsible for enabling the club
to achieve league status.

It must be stressed that the
club’s excellent facilities, players,
managers and successes have only
been achieved by contributions
from the club’s broad base of
activities.

It is this firm foundation that
provides existing and potential
sponsors with a wide choice of
ways to receive benefits for finan-
cially supporting the club.

Our Club Sponsors, Verco
Office Furniture Ltd, have been
the cornerstone of our sponsorship

By Mark Austin -
Sales & Marketing Manager

over the last four seasons.

Their invaluable support will
continue at least for the next two
seasons, -as well as the remainder
of this. Wycombe Wanderers
knows that sponsorship is a two—
way street. Quite simply we aim
to give sponsors four main
things:—

@Value for money

@A high quality professional
service

@®An enjoyable occasion every-
time they visit Adams Park

@A sense of involvement and
their importance to the club

At Adams Park, 167 out of 168
Advertising Board Positions
within the stadium are currently
being rented. Only the fascia of
the Main Stand remains . unsold.
The vast majority of board holders
are local companies of all sizes,
although there are several national
advertisers.

Should you visit other clubs in
Division 3 and below, you will
see most have not sold even half
their space, although there are
exceptions like Yeovil Town. The
reason we do so well is a combi-
nation of playing success and gen-
€rous Sponsors.

There are 67 local companies
who advertise in every matchday
programme. Due to demands for
editorial space this number cannot
currently be increased. In fact, the
club has rejected many requests
for further programme adverts this
season.

Each season all forms of spon-
sorship are sold on a first-
come-first-served basis, although
preference is always given to
existing sponsors as a common
courtesy.

A tremendous tribute to Martin
O’Neill and all the players was the
fact that the match and ball spon-
sorships of all fixtures were sold,
bar one, prior to the start of the
season. Most commercial manag-
ers I talk to are amazed by this,
but again I believe the reason for

Sponsors deserve credit

such amazing demand is a team
and a club that still has outstand-
ing potential.

Two growth areas are guest
hospitality packages that started
last season, and Sportsman’s Din-
ners which are both open to spon-
sors and supporters alike. The
Sportsman’s Dinners are now so
well attended I have been
instructed to reduce the numbers
for next season to avoid over-
crowding.

All our car sponsors deserve a
special mention, for without them
we would not be able to get from
A to B. In the Vauxhall Confer-
ence we had 3% sponsored vehi-
cles, whereas now we have three
times as many.

Annual activities like the Golf
Day at Beaconsfield Golf Club,
are only successful if supported
by sponsors. Frankly without
sponsorship ‘most of the clubs
events would not be viable.

At Wycombe Wanderers we
consider our sponsors to be part of
the team, and are delighted to hear
when their businesses do well,
particularly when their success is
due to their involvement at Adams
Park.

1 would just like to thank the
hundreds of Wycombe Wanderers
sponsors who have stuck with the
club, through thick and thin.
Please keep it up we need you
now more than ever to help us
become firmly established in the
Football League.

VERNON BROWN
MOTOR SERVICES .

For all your vehicle repair and service
requirements at competitive rates.
Propshaft repair specialist.
Mini & Metro Radius Arms, supplied &

fitted from £65. )

that can work for you

Hughenden Litho — Effective colour printing with
confidence and care.
Call Robert Yandell and ask for our colour

A combination of skill and colour

At Hughenden Litho we’re working with
colour everyday, whether it's
corporate stationery in a single

can work profitably for our
clients, whatever the size of
their company or nature of its

L(i:olour, or full colour sales business. brochure. . Hydrolastic pump up service available.

terature. We pride ourselves on producing . Hughenden Litho Ltd * Exhaust systems supplied & fitted at
So, naturally we know how to make work of quality, delivered on trade priceslsk -

colour work effectively, in order that it time and within budget. 0 4‘9 4 4 6 4 4 0 8 Unit D, Garlands Estate, Desborough Ave,

High Wycombe (opp Midland Bank) .-
0494 527891 or 0374 270224

BROCHURES - NEWSLETTERS - STATIONERY - DATA SHEETS AND LEAFLETS

OSTCARDS AND POSTERS

SLEEP WITH US

GIVE THAT OLD BED A REST

OVER 100 BEDS

IN STOCK AT
PRICES THAT
WON'T BE BEATEN FAIRVIEW II‘}J]g}g’l?I,ﬂAL ESTATE

: RAANS ROAD, AMERSHAM,
BUCKS, HP6 6LX

SPECIALISTS
In U.K. Pallet
Distribution, Irish and
‘Offshore deliveries,

ENDARS - BINDERS

HIGH WYCOMBE’S TRAIN & MODEL CENTRE

% HORNBY % SCALEXTRIC % PECO % DAPOL * GRAHAM FARISH % MINITRIX %
SUPERQUICK % WILESCOE * MAMOD % RATIO % KESTREL % BALSA WOOD *
PLASTIC/METAL CENTRE % GLUES % KITS % PAINTS % PLUS LOTS MORE
Car Park at rear % Repair service available @ Rear of Childs Toy Shop
Radio Control Cars, Boats and Planes and accessories now in stock

cnuns MODELS 202 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS HP11 2TE

Tel:/Fax: 0494 520970

TRANSACTION,

=== nfernational Itd.

WARWICK ROAD, BEACONSFIELD,
BUCKS HP9 2PL -
(0494) 672919

e

2 RTINS

BFURNITURE

) Est. 1947 freight forwarding.
The independant store you can trust SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL | |
41-43 otteridge Rd. ngh WYCOmbe Pii?fii?gﬁi;:ﬁiﬁs Martin O'Neil with model of
Telephone: 0494 472200 amercTclephone: Open ooy ar 3 10
== Open 7 days-a week. Sun10.30:4.30.. M8} |, pox: qusprassnnr || witimimi |
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Mystery man in the mist

THE bewildered looking Irishman in
the dark overcoat must have been
thinking that he’d made the biggest
mistake of his life.

The wind howled and the rain
hammered onto his face as he peered
into the mist trying to catch sight of
a bus with the distinctive name-
board: “Wycombe Wanderers F.C.”

This was Aust Services, the last
stop in England, and it certainly
didn’t seem like the sort of place
where a glittering new career was
about to begin.

After all, wasn’t this the very
Irishman who had led his country
into the quarter finals of the World
Cup and lifted the European Cup
and the League Championship tro-
phy with Nottingham Forest? .

Life had been reasonably kind to
Martin O’Neill since a knee injury
ended his playing career. He had
used his intelligence and charm to
land himself a good job with a lead-
ing finance company and he enjoyed
his part-time involvement in football
as manager of Grantham Town.

Wife Geraldine and young daugh-
ters Aisling and Alana were happily
settled in their beautiful detached
home on the outskirts of Notting-
ham. Martin had also carved out a
successful role as a television and
radio summariser and it was this job
which led to the chance meeting
which would change his life.

The BBC had asked Martin to
report on the Third Round F.A.Cup
tie between Norwich City and

Liverpool. As a lifelong Liverpool
fan, I was also at the game and I
bumped into Martin afterwards in
the gents toilets, of all places!

I had known Martin for many
years and had always been
impressed by his great enthusiasm
for the game, sense of humour and
ability to communicate with people.
I felt that he was the ideal type to
become a successful manager, but
the various Football League clubs
he’d contacted obviously didn’t
share my view.

Martin  hadn’t realised that the
Wycombe job was vacant following
the resignation of Jim Kelman, but
on the very day we’d met, the
Wycombe directors had been inter-
viewing candidates for the job. It
seemed that Martin’s chance had
gone, but he asked me to keep him
informed if no appointment was
made.

The rest, of course, is history and
so it was that Martin O’Neill found
himself in that bleak, windswept
service station beside the River Sev-
ern on a cold October afternoon in
1990. He’d impressed the club’s
directors sufficiently to be offered
the job and his first game in charge
was away to Merthyr Tydfil in the
G.M. Vauxhall Conference.

The new manager had arranged to
meet the team coach at the final out-

post before the roadsigns announce -

you’re in Wales. As the Wycombe
bus finally loomed into view, he
must have been wondering if he’d

By ALAN PARRY

made the right decision. Had he
really give up such a cosy lifestyle
to take over the reigns of a club
about whom he knew so little?

But Martin’s engaging personality
soon won over the occupants of the
coach and a couple of hours later, he
was leaping to his feet on the
Merthyr touchline as Mark West
scored the first of the many goals
Wycombe have netted in the
manager’s successful reign. Just for
record, the game ended in a 1-1

iraw.

Both Martin and Wycombe Wan-
derers have come such a long way in
the four years which have elapsed
since that day in South Wales.

Despite the faith that I had in him, I
have been amazed at the success
which he’s brought to the club. Even
Martin  himself could never have
expected things to go so weil.

He has transformed Wycombe
from a non-league giant with fading
memories into a Football League
outfit which is respected and
admired throughout the land.
Attendances, which had struggled to
reach the 1,000 mark before Martin
arrived, are now regularly five times
that figure. Wycombe fans now talk
about the future instead of the past.

From a personal point of view, I
have enjoyed every minute of
Martin’s managerial reign. Life is
never dull when he’s around. He can
be fiery and vitriolic one minute and
charm the proverbial birds out the
trees moments later. The players will
tell you that he has the ability to
make them feel a million dollars
when they play well and hammer
them into the ground when they do
badly. But he is always fair and
honest. "

The directors should be pleased
because he’s guarded the club’s
money rather better than he’s looked
after his own, according to
Mrs.O’Neill! And it’s difficult to
believe that any other manager could
have brought the club so much
success.

As for the fans well, we all know
how much you think of “Yer Man”.
The spontaneous show of public
support when we paraded the

F.A.Trophy at the Town Hall last
year went a long way towards per-
suading Martin to stay. Nottingham
Forest’s loss was us undoubtedly our
gain.

Now, just in case all this praise
goes to Martin’s head, I ought to
point out that, yes he does have his
faults. Anyone who’s had the misfor-
tune to wander into the manager’s
office at Adams Park will realise that
a neat desk and efficient filing sys-
tem play no part in his life! We
forced him to clear out the pile of
rubbish on his desk recently and
found a Japanese prisoner of war at
the bottom!

Punctuality? Forget it. I some-
times wonder how the team coach
manages to arrive at matches in time
for kick-off. Martin is always the last
man on board whether it’s Woking
or Wembley. He says it’s a supersti-
tion of his, but I’m not so sure.

Yes, it’s been an eventful and
highly entertaining four years in the
company of the man from Kilrea and
I’ve no doubt there’s an eventful ear-
bashing coming my way when he
reads this article! I just hope that
he’s around to give me stick for
another four years because I truly
believe that he can take Wycombe
‘Wanderers to the very top.

The gents’ toilet at Carrow Road
was a strange place to launch an
exciting new era for our club, but
fate and a weak bladder proved to be
a very convenient (!) combination.
Here’s to the next four years.

Lewis DMR
|

TOTAL ELECTRICAL

Learn the fascinating art of

Regular 8 week
Introductory Beginners

PART WORN
TYRES

Fitted & balanced.
Most sizes.

ALWAYS ON THE
BALL!

For further information contact
John Clark on 0753 884778

IoHe poouel

= codatuie

TV ® VIDEO @ HI-FI

KE

@® SATELLITE

118 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 528605
11 WEST. SIRkE_E'If‘, MAI|lI'.OW (06“28() 483555 e

SERVICING, REPAIRS, BODYWORK

3

AND MECHANICAL Courses Best prices paid for MOT'S, ELECTRICAL WORK.
SERVICES are held in Amersham & Chesham MOT fallites or. write'offs CARS WANTED FOR CASH
The next Course will commence MOT FAILURES
[— on ACCIDENT DAMAGES
Dfd';YO.gnlzlEG T Monday 7th March 1994 BREM‘(,ng SCRAP.CARS
at 7.30 pm & SAL
PHONE: Elmtree School, Elm Tree Hill, GJ SAUNDERS
M’HEAD 0628 771122 Chesham 0494 446920
No special clothing required
LIKE THE BLUES Course fee £12 0860 538142

AND

High Wycombe area
@ Large selection of tiles in stock

B Tile fixing and Bathroom Installation Service
B All makes of Bathroom suites and showers

B Competitive Prices

WYCOMBE CERAMICS AND BATHROOMS LTD
74 Booker Lane, High Wycombe
(Castlefield area)

. Tel: (0494) 445770 Open 8.00am - Spm Mon - Sat

TILE WAREHOUSE

BATHROOM SHOWROOM
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

B One of the main importers and stockists of Ceramic Tiles in the

. r—
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RISBOROUGH SIGNS
THE COMPLETE SIGN WRITING SERVICE

@ Vans, Commercial Vehicles

® Shop

@ Notice Boards

@ Coach Lining & Guilding

i @ Co-operative Livery & Logo Design

STUDIO 0844 275097

7
CLARENGEL

For the best deals in
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES

all domestic appliances in stock
Fokkkk

Spares and repairs, part exchange available;
St Hughes Avenue, High Wycombe

' 0494 451288

%&w/}e cwoele
PIANO CENTRE

* New & secondhand uprights
* Piano hire, music books
* Pianos purchased & P/EX
* Free delivery & disposal
Showroom: 194 Penn Rd, Hazlemere
" Between Beaconsfield & High
Wycombe (B474)

Penn (0494) 813388

CHAPEL LANE
MOTORS
MOT’s, Tyres, Servicing
& Repairs
Wycombe Metro Centre
Lancia & Fiat Specialist
Open 6% Days for
MOT’s
0494 526013/474757

THE HAMPDEN
SAWMILL

For all your Timber,
Sheds, Animal Housing,
Playhouses, Workshops,

Garden Furniture,
Fencing, Gates, Firewood

A

A=, And all your

—' I__E_: sawmilling

=IE requirements
I:} 2 contact:
George

Mackenzie on
0494 488553

For Free Quotation
and Advice

The Hampden Sawmill
Great Hampden,

i Great enden, Bucks, HP16 9RG
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Injured Terry ignores his own problems to celebrate the Fulham victory with the rest of the players

Crocked captain calls
for greater support

CAPTAIN’S LOG
by Terry Evans

SINCE the last time 1 wrote for
The Blues News a great deal has
happened to me and the team. We
were on a real high after reaching
our highest ever position of sec-
ond in the league.

1 was looking forward to the
game at Fulham. I have had a
pretty good record against them
and felt we had a good chance of
getting a result.

We fell behind to an early goal
and fought back well, that is until
the keeper fell on my leg. I knew
straight away that the injury was
serious and had no choice’ other
than to come off.

As we walked off at halftime
1-0 down, I knew it was going to
be very tough for the team to turn
the game around. There was

R

Tl

nothing I could do other than sit in
the changing room with ice
packed on my injured knee.

I was directly underneath the
Wycombe supporters and did not
need to be told that we had scored
the equaliser. As time went on,
stewards were coming in to tell
me what was happening and that
the game had gone into extra time.

When we scored again it was a
great feeling but after they drew
level and extra time was over it
was very difficult for me to sit
through the penalties without see-
ing what was happening. If only
the supporters above knew how
much the cheers lifted my spirits
as each penalty was taken.

We also lost Duncan during the
game. He later underwent a hernia
operation which was a great loss
to the team. He was playing very
well and his experience has been
very important. Hopefully, it wi

e Ny i

only be another few weeks before
he is playing for the Blues again.

On the Thursday, I went to see
the surgeon to determine the prob-
lem. I feared that the main liga-
ment had snapped but he could
not be sure until I went under the
knife on the Friday.

Mr Channon operated on me at
very short notice. The operation
went well but I had ruptured the
medial ligament in my knee. He
managed to repair it, so it is just a
matter of time and a lot of hard
work before I am back playing
again.

My leg is in plaster, but hope-
fully this will only stay on for a
further two weeks when a brace
can be fitted. It will enable me to
start working on the leg after a
month of no movement at all.

For the time being, life is very
boring indeed. I must ensure that
rther damage i

P

ligament while it is mending and
so rest, rest and more rest is the
order of the day.

The club has been fantastic to
me and nothing is too much trou-
ble so I would like to take this
opportunity of thanking them and
all the other people who have
wished me well especially Mr
Channon and the staff at The Chil-
tern Hospital.

I doubt that I will play any fur-
ther active part of this season and
feel totally gutted, but I hope to
come to as many games as possi-
ble and encourage the lads on to
Wembley and promotion.

Football does tend to throw up
some big highs and lows during a
season. Mansfield and Wigan
were both very disappointing
results, but I would ask that you
bear with the team and carry on
giving them as much encourage-
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fun on the road

WANDERERS ON TOUR
by Adrian Wood

IF you travel by road to all away
league fixtures, then before the
Mansfield game you will already
have clocked up not far short of
5,000 miles.

Take into account also the away
trips in the CocaCola Cup, F.A.
Cup, Autoglass Trophy and the
Championship Shield game at
Northwich then you will have eas-
ily exceeded the 6,000-mile mark
and there’s still nearly three
months of the season to go!

Our travels have already take us
from Torquay in the South West to
Darlington in the North East, and
from Carlisle in the North West to
Leyton Orient in the East.

The huge away support has of
course already been well rewarded
with the team returning home with
some tremendous results just three
defeats in the first 14 away league
games.

Our success rate in cup ties
away from Adams Park -is even
better — six wins from seven
clashes and four of these were
against Second Division oppo-
nents — a truly remarkable statistic.

Nearly all this season’s trips
have been to pastures new for
‘Wanderers fans. Gone are outings

Fans-tastic: The Blue Army eats up the miles in their support

to the likes of Altrincham, Ketter-
ing and Welling and these have
been replaced by venues such as
‘Wigan, Walsall and Northampton.
Every stadium is of course differ-
ent and I thought I would use the
rest of today’s column to reflect
on a few of the locations visited
so far this season.

Firstly, in late August we made
the trip to Lancashire to take on
‘Wigan Athletic.

Those who had not checked
Springfield Park’s location in
advance probably ended up at
Central Park, as the Rugby
League club have the most promi-
nent floodlights in the town!

The football ground is further
from the town centre and has
smaller lights.

Arriving at the ground, one’s
first sensation was of breezy
openness as the coach parked on
the club’s vast exposed car park.

i
s

With this side of the ground
standing high above the town, the
main stand seemed especially tall.

At either end, the terraces are
shaped around the compressed
oval-shape of the turf, it once hav-
ing been surrounded by a track.

Occupying a 14-acre site, the
ground would make a perfect site
for a modern multisports stadium.

As long as the town’s Rugby
League side continues, however,
to attract the main sporting focus
of the area, there remains litile
chance of any real work being
effected at Springfield Park.

One ground certainly unique is
the County Ground at Northamp-
ton. This is generally unpopular
with the players due to a) the state
of the playing surface, and b) the
lack of atmosphere.

These are because the ground is
shared with Northamptonshire
County Cricket Club and is thus

ere’s a feast of

the only three-sided football
ground in the league. The football
area is used as a car park during
cricket matches and bored chil-
dren play in the goalmouths!

It is a nightmare for the
groundsman trying to prepare for
the football season, and the Cob-
blers’ home fixtures have to be
arranged to accommodate the
Cricket County Championship
schedule.

The cricket theme continued at
Feethams, the home of Darling-
ton. Here, entering from Victoria
Road you come first to the cricket
pitch around whose boundaries
you must pass to reach the foot-
ball ground.

The cricket club apparently own
all the land, charging the football
club a nominal rent.

I enjoyed returning to Feethams
as it was here, back in 1983, 1
completed my tour of the then *92
Football League grounds.

Riverside locations have
recently been the fashion with
trips to Shrewsbury Gay Meadow
(complete with its cast iton Victo-
rian turnstiles) and to Fulham’s
Craven Cottage where the famous
Cottage is one of football’s
landmarks.

There are plenty of interesting
venues coming up over the next
few months. Enjoy your travels!

SLADES GARAGE
CHURCH ROAD, PENN
MOT While-U-Wait (not diesel)
*SERVICING AND REPAIRS,

ALL MAKES AND MODELS
*FREE ESTIMATES
*WINTER CHECKS
*PRESSURE CLEANING
*COMPETITIVE RATES

Telephone @
0494 812115

Sale
Purchase

Conveyancing Fees:

Re-financing — Any Price — £150.00
— Any Price - £180.00
— Any Price -£200.00

Plus VAT and Dishursements including acting for the lenders

We are friendly, helpful
~and approachable

lan R.B. NAIRNSEY and
LARRY A. REEFE

Solicitors and
Commissioners for Oaths

For written details, please contact:
2 King's Row, Stokenchurch, Bucks HP14 3UF
Or telephone: 0494 484067
(Open weekends and evenings)

HAZLEMERE WINDOWS

AND CONSERVATORIES

AS KEEN SUPPORTERS AND
OFFICIAL MATCH SPONSORS

We wish WYCOMBE WANDERERS continued
success on their pursuit of promotion into
THE ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE

2nd DIVISION

Draw your window design.
Bring the sizes to our London Road
Showroom and George will give
you an immediate no obligation

Lo

If you are thinking of a new conservatory or replacement
windows why not visit our Showrooms now

at

W.G. HOAR Ltd

No.1 shop for Bikes supports the
No.1 Football Team

FOR A MASSIVE CHOICE
CALL US NOW!!

@ South Bucks Mountain Bike centres

@ Bikes for kids through to adults

@ Every accessory for a bike you’ll
ever need

@ Spares and cycle repairs

@ Est 40 years

@ C.0.D. Delivery service at Marlow
Branch

FORGET THE REST...
WE HAVE ONE OF THE
LARGEST DISPLAYS OF
BIKES IN THE UK.

quotation.

(0494) 520758

913 LONDON ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 464641
OPEN Mon - Fri 9am - S5pm

Saturday 9am — 4pm, Sunday 10am — 1pm
20 WARWICK ROAD, BEACONSFIELD (0494) 677097
OPEN Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm, Closed Sunday

FREE QUOTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION
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PVCU WINDOWS
DOORS, PATIOS

DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURERS

Example 8 windows any size £1,795 with one opener
per window. Fitted by craftsmen. Multi-locking handles.
28mm Sealed Units

Ring Ted 0494 463992 anytime

UNBELIEVABLE
OFFERS!

Free
connection on
all new
products
2 year
warranty
Free
itemised
billing for
1 year

(Primetime only)

-
g BT

)MOTOLEC

= "/ COMMUNICATIONS

(0494) 437642 '*\& Wcoms:
OXFORD READING SWINDON 072!50;15(:;’!;53

&ellnet

0865 728680 0734 594826 0793 488766

BEFORE YOU

BUY

ANY
NEWO
USED FORD

PHONE

THE BLUES NEWS

Wembley fe

QUE sera sera, whatever will be will
be, we went to Swansea this week.
Que Sera Sera. The Autoglass Trophy
has taken the place of the FA Trophy,
to hopefully provide our annual pil-
grimage to Wembley. It’s all so boring
though, the possibility of three visits
in four seasons. Give us back the glory
days of cup finals at Wolverton, or
Slough! I'll. come back to Fulham
later.

The months of January and Febru-
ary are a time to battle for points, so
we can challenge when the end comes
in sight. The most encouraging thing
is, despite some indifferent football of
late, we have stayed second in the
league. That is all that matters.

I was astonished to read that some
fans booed after we had beaten Mans-
field at home to stay in second place.
Remember it was just six months ago
that we became a league club, and six
years ago we were struggling in the
Conference. Having said that it was
disappointing to lose 0-3 at their
place.

It’s apparent the reputation of the
Blue Army is spreading. An all-ticket
match at Shrewsbury? More than a
thousand fans made the trip and cele-
brated in. style when the youngster,
Chris Hatt, earned us a 1-1 draw.

Unfortunately, this was only the
half-time entertainment! On the pitch
we were beaten 1-0, after missing a
penalty. Danny drove four of us up.

Goal: Striker Tim Langford hits the net in the thrilling cup tie at Fulham’s Craven Cottage

By Stephen Lee
Blues Supporter

Early on in the trip we passed the
Slough coach. Patrick summed it up
nicely, as ever, Slough in the slow
lane, Wycombe in the fast lane! They
lost too.

So to the Fulham match. Surely the
best game since Hereford away in
August. The excitement was unbeliev-
able throughout. End-to-end stuff and
all that. Beforehand, in a local pub, I
spoke to a few Fulham fans. They
were pretty content with life. Victories
over the top two clubs in the Second
Division, most recently an impressive
4-2 win at Stockport, brought them
clear of the relegation area.

To say that they were confident of
victory is to put it mildly. Of the three
that I asked, Ashley said: “I can’t see
Fulham losing.” 1-0 or 2-1 to Fulham
were his guesses. Intriguingly, he had
a sneaking suspicion that a penalty
would be involved! Spooky.

Ian also felt a 1-0 victory was on
the cards. Bryan was the most optimis-
tic, expecting a comfortable 3—1 win. I
asked them if they knew anything
about us, and was surprised to dis-
cover the response was nothing.
Jimmy Hill would probably say the
same thing!

Next, I approached a subject close

to my heart, away support. It’s consid-
ered Port Vale have the largest away
support in the Second Division. Natu-
rally, I nominated the Blue Army for
our division. Football is all about
opinions after all!

Ashley, the Fulham man, expressed
surprise that the club had printed a
programme for this match, and didn’t
expect the crowd to exceed 2-3000.
“Assuming, of course, that you don’t
bring hordes down!”

- Their mouths dropped when I said I
would be disappointed if we brought
less than a thousand. As it turned out
we had more than three times that
there in an impressive crowd of 8,733.

Unfortunately, the only side without
covering was the away end. Pretty typ-
ical of the facilities we’ve found on
our travels.

So, apart from getting wet, we
couldn’t generate the sort of noise
usually associated with such numbers.

Mind you, I didn’t notice the rain
until we faced the long walk back to
the station! It’s a beautiful ground, I'd
never seen the Cottage before. Great
view of the Thames from the side
wall, later used as an improvised toilet
by just a few desperate fans. Without
doubt, a great place to go for a local
derby next season!

I hesitate to describe the match, as
that has been done.

Suffice to say in the first half we
didn’t, in the second half we did, and

HOW often has a swift, exciting,
attacking movement been halted,
much to the annoyance of the attack-
ing team’s supporters (but perhaps to
the applause of the defending team’s
faithful) by the raising of a
linesman’s flag for “offside” Such
halts are often seen as an intrusion
into the flow of positive play. There

* is still much misunderstanding of the
Offside Law.

The distinction between what is
merely an offside position and what
is, in fact, an offside offence must be
known by all referees.and linesmen,
but many long-time players of asso-
ciation football struggle to appreciate
the essential difference, and that dif-
ference is so crucial to the correct
interpretation and application of this
aspect of the Laws of the Game.

Law 11 (Offside) defines the off-
side position very simply:—

“A player is in an offside position
if he is nearer to his opponents’ goal—
line than the ball, unless:

a) he is in his own half of the field of

play, or

b) he is not nearer to his opponents’

goal-line than at least two of his
;. opponents.”
+. ‘This confirms emphatically that a
. player who is level with the second
" last opponent (or with the last two
opponents) is not in an offside
position.

The Law re—affirms not only that a
player shall not be declared offside
Just for. being in an offside .position,

but then later goes on to relate that
even if he is in an offside position, he
still should not be penalised if he
receives the ball direct from a goal-
kick, a corner—kick, or a throw—in!

You would be forgiven for, there-
fore, thinking that it is quite difficult
to be found guilty of the offside
offence, and that thought would be in
accord with the desire to not have
exciting play, culminating in the ball
entering the goal, being stopped
unnecessarily.

So when should play be halted for
a valid offside offence? The Law
spells it out again very clearly. It
indicates that if, at the moment the
ball is played by (or touches), one of
his team, a player, IN THE OPIN-
ION OF THE REFEREE, interferes
with play or with an opponent, or
seeks to gain an advantage from
being in the offside position, he shall
be penalised and ONLY if one of
these conditions is truly the case.

This is where the experience of ref-
erees and linesmen is so important,
because ‘interference’ and ‘seeking
advantage’ must be judged upon very
carefully.

Offside must not be judged at the
moment the player in question
receives the ball, but rather at the
moment when it is passed to him by
one of his own team. A player who is
not in an offside position when one
of his colleagues passes the ball to
him (or takes a free kick) does not,

‘ therefore, become offside if he moves

Dreaded offside rule is there whether

forward during the flight of the ball.

To contribute fully to the enjoy-
ment of all games by spectators and
players alike, referees and linesmen
are expected to co—operate fully to
consistently apply this Law, so that
unnecessary halts and unfair punish-
ments are avoided.

Recently, referees have been
reminded to insist that their Lines-
man should indicate with the flag
only for offside offences and lines-
men themselves have been reminded
not to raise the flag merely because a
player is located in an offside posi-
tion.

Their roles are not easy ones. They
have the onerous responsibility of
deciding quickly and fairly whether a
player is interfering with play or with
an opponent or is seeking to gain an
advantage, specifically at the precise
moment the ball is passed to a col-
league of the attacker.

They, therefore, have to read the
pattern of play, follow players move-
ments and remember the Law’s
requirements, all at the same time. It
is not an easy task! However, perhaps
your reading of these few paragraphs
will allow you to be more under-
standing of the pressures on them in
the midst of play and also that these
notes will help you to better under-
stand the Offside Law itself.

Enjoy supporting your team!

Ken Ridden
The Football Association
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WORRIED
THAT YOU ARE
DRINKING TOO MUCH?

C.0.D.A.C. is offering a strictly confidential free brief '
treatment for people who want to reduce their alcohol
intake.

The brief treatment is a manual which you can take
away and use yourself.

We will need to see you now and later to see how it
has helped you drink less.

Interested?
Then please telephone us on

High Wycombe (0494) 461361
(Reg charity no 287432 (BCAD))
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IS magic stu

® DOORS ©® WINDOWS

MASTERS OF GLASS
WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES

% Key locking handles
* Nite-vent security

% 10 year guarantee

% Skilled local installers

% Conservatories designed to
suit your taste and budget

©® PORCHES

DOORS

® PORCHES @

7 windows and 1
door installed for
£1,885

SHOWROOM: LONDON ROAD
WENDOVER (next to Jet Garage)

srooaves 0296 625757

ouR SATURDAY 9-4

Goal: Jason Cousins scores the winning penalty in the last-gasp shoot-out at Fulham

in extra—time we should have!

Then came our first penalty compe-
tition since a bizarre match against
Barnet in the Capital League Cup at
Loakes Park in 1988, who remembers
that?

Tim Langford deserves great
respect for taking the first kick,
moments after missing a chance to
win it in extra—time. But basically,
everyone was superb. The Oxford
English Dictionary should alter it’s
meaning of resilience to, a football
club called Wycombe Wanderers.

The price was high though. It was
Terry Evans’ last match this season.
Clearly he will be desperately missed.
It’s another test of our resilience. With
our help, not hinderance, we will pre-
vail.

After the match I had a word with
one of their stewards, he was

convinced it was the best match he’d
seen at the Cottage in years. It was
hard to disagree with him, but he was
fair in admitting we deserved to win in
normal time.

Thankfully, the three Fulham pun-
dits I spoke to in the pub beforehand
were as accurate about the outcome as
another famous pundit connected with
Fulham is.

I believe it was Jimmy Hill who
helped block our efforts to replace
Aldershot two season ago. He
deserves our heartfelt thanks, other-
wise we might not have all those fan-
tastic memories of last season.

A little later, Putney Bridge Under-
ground Station was taken over by the
Blue Army. The locals looked a bit
bemused when most people in our car-
riage were singing that familiar tune

Definitely a night to remember. It’s
on that list of highlights along with
Carlisle, Leyton Orient, Hereford,
Coventry, Bristol, Preston, Cam-
bridge, Norwich and Colch away.

24 HR ANSWERPHONE

SHOOA @ SIHOHOd ® SIIHOLVAHISNOD @

©® __©® WINDOWS

CONSERVATORIES @ DOORS @ WINDOWS

Take your pick from that lot.

I wrote this article following the
Wigan match, it has to be said the
unnecessary abuse levelled at Man-
agement and Players was absolutely
disgusting.

The best way we can help our club
is to provide huge and local support
when times are bad. It is a measure of
our success that three league defeats in
a row is considered to be the end of
the world.

If you want it to become four, five
or six in a row continue the vocal bar-
racking. We’ll lose our momentum,
players and management. Then what

about Wembley.

will we be? Nothing!

you like it or not

Is he or isn’t he? The Offside Law can be very confusing

Hospice says
thanks for
the support

THE Iain Rennie Hospice at Home is
most grateful to Wycombe Wanderers
Football Club for allowing a collection
in aid of their local charity to be held at
the match with Bury on Saturday 5th
March.

Based in Hazlemere, the IRHH pro-
vides nursing care and support for termi-
nally ill patients in the comfort and secu-
rity of their own homes.

Patients of all ages and suffering from
any life-threatening disease are cared
for, and relatives are also supported after

Four teams of nurses based in High
‘Wycombe, Beaconsfield, Chesham and
Tring cover the Chiltern area of South
Bucks, Berks and Hertfordshire.

More than 1700 patients have been
nursed since the hospice at home was
founded in 1985, and the demand for
this special style of care is steadily
increasing, as are the costs.

Keeping the organisation cost-
effective is very important. At present,
from every £1 donated, 88p goes
directly into nursing care.

Our collectors, with their distinctive
yellow sashes, will be collecting both
inside and outside the ground.

Please give generously, so that more
patients may be afforded the right to be
nursed and die with dignity at home.

Just Kits

SPECIALISTS IN FOOTBALL CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT

WHO DO YOU WANT TO BE?

The choice is all yours.

WITH OUR NEW NUMBERING AND LETTERING SERVICE.
DOUBLE NUMBERS £3.50  SINGLE NUMBERS £2.50
LETTERING 50p per letter
THE No.1 KIT SPECIALIST IN THE THAMES VALLEY
For more inormation please phone:

Kit Kall Direct (0753) 552353
‘or (0753) 537811
Visit our Showroom:

Enterprise House, 370/386 Farnham Road, Slou%h, Berks, SL2 1JD
Within the GFE Electrical Wholesale building

bereavement. .

ecc ““TRACK WITH GORTEX LININGS
 ASE THE SPORTSMAN’S WALKING BOOTS

Oxford Street Market Place

High Wycombe (0494) 436251 Henley On Thames (0491) 575220

{
[
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HAP

: Chartered Architects
FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS ARCHITECTURE
® MOTOR INSURANCE — extremely s%ﬁm&% N
iti INTERIOR DESIG!
competitive rates. - SPACE PLANNING
® HOUSEHOLD INSURANCE — selective Telephone 0494 450427
h for buildings and content; Facsimile 0494 465670
® COMMERCIAL RISKS — special B B e il
contracts for shops, offices, factories and E.‘,%‘.;“{,y,?‘,’ 5“ é’ﬁz

liability insurance.

® LIFE AND PENSIONS — Independent
advice on all your requirements

@ REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKERS
— formrotection

® EASY PARKING OUTSIDE OFFICE

127 BROAD STREET, CHESHAM
BUCKS, HP5 3EF FAX: 0494 791449

Telephone: 0494 786176

While you work

ALSO COMPREHENSIVE SERVICING AND
REPAIR FACILITIES FOR ALL MAKES OF
CARS AND LIGHT COMMERCIALS

Telephon High Wycombe 0494 448158
Rear Unit, Lancaster Road
k Cressex Industrial Estate, High Wycombe

“ g

M.O.T, AT caEssEx

or By Appointment

MILLER COMMERCIAL MOTORS

J

AND MAKE A WINNING TEAM!

DAVENPORT VERNON
VAUXHALL
LONDON ROAD
HIGH WYCOMBE
BUCKS

- (0494) 530001

A DAVENPORT D)&‘V

VERNON COMPANY
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Girls, girls, girls: Kathy Rosier, Diane Medcraft and Sue Keen

‘Seen one, and
you have
seen them all’

MOST visitors to Adams Park
will at some stage have con-
tact with either Sue, Kathy or
myself in the Commercial
Office. We all have official
titles, but are referred to col-
lectively by everyone here
from the Chairman down-
wards as “The Girls”.

Most of you who have met
us would be justified in think-
ing that we are a bit long in
the tooth to accurately
deserve this description, but
as Football Clubs will proba-
bly be the last bastion of male
chauvinism, we are contracted
to be girls until the day we
retire.

The first thing any
employee of Wycombe Wan-
derers must come to accept is
that they are personally
responsible for taking the job
away from any number of
supporters who consider
themselves more suitable
applicants.

For starters, no one could
call working at a football club
a real job could they? Who of
the female sex wouldn’t give
their right arm to be spending
the hours between 9 and 5.30
lurking behind the shower
curtains in the home dressing
room just in case a player
dropped his bar of soap.

Add to this the arduous task
of patrolling the gym area
complete with a pair of binoc-
ulars just in case one of the
lads forgets his athletic sup-
port — well there wouldn’t be
much time for work anyway!
Seriously, I think I can speak
for us all by using the old
adage “once you’ve seen one,
you’ve seen them all”. Need I
say any more?

Let me now give you a run
down of some of our main
areas of responsibility in The
Club. Not a lot of this would
be described in a situations
vacant column but is covered
in our contracts of employ-
ment under the dubious head-
ing of “any other duties
deemed reasonable by the
Managers.”

1. Switchboard. Simple
enough you may think. A
bright sparkling “Wycombe
Wanderers, good morning”
and plug in the right exten-
sion. Well what about all
those calls that fall under the
category of miscellaneous
inquiries, the calls that no one
wants to deal with? Yes, the
telephonist pulls the short

By Diane Medcraft

straw and manfully does her
best.

To help us in our efforts to
provide a good level of cus-
tomer services we have devel-
oped a few exercises to prac-
tise in our quieter moments.

A) Putting a pin at random
in a map of England and
memorising the route to
Adams Park. (Many callers
are unable to deal with find-
ing their own way onto the
M40.)

B) Sobbing inaudibly. It is
not the customer’s fault that
the telephonist has lockjaw
from repeating “tonight’s
game is not all ticket” 100
times per hour.

C) Reading old pro-
grammes. I can guarantee that
by 9.30 on a Monday morning
someone (usually claiming to
be an old Wanderers player)
will phone to ask for the team
line up from our 1987 Berks
and Bucks 1st round fixture or
Bodger Horsemans’ final goal
tally. They will then put us on
hold while they shuffle off to
find a pen.

2. Credit Card Hotline. It
brings us bang up to date with
a service comparable with our
Premier League big brothers.
Well, nearly! True, we have a
brand new dedicated phone
line.

A great idea, unless you are
doubling up on switchboard
and faced with the dilemma of
cutting off a potential match
SpOnsor to practise your sprint
hurdles technique over to the
other phone.

Then there’s the matter of
choosing your seats. In an
ideal world this is a fairly
simple procedure. The cus-
tomer states his preference
and we check our computer
screen for availability.

Substitute a shoe box for
the computer and you get the
jist of our problem! Those of
you who use the hotline may
have wondered why there is
often a significant pause when
you ask which seats are free.

This is because we are now
in collective panic mode. Our
office is full of shoe boxes,
which are just the right size to
store the books of match tick-
ets.

Funny isn’t it how the one
you want is never anywhere
near the phone? Even a
V.D.U. couldn’t help with the

lady who thought she could
book seats in the dug out, or
the gentleman who didn’t
mind where he went provid-
ing it wasn’t near the woman
in the headscarf!

3. Reception. During the
week we deal with a variety
of inquiries in the Commer-
cial Office. Most of them are
fairly straightforward, but, as
you would expect, there are
exceptions to every rule.

Isn’t it amazing that the
moment the Banqueting Man-
ager drives out of the car
park, a prospective bridal
party bowl through the door
insisting they have an
appointment with someone
We’ve never heard of.

Sales reps are an occupa-
tional hazard of any business,
ours just add a football fla-
vour to their sales pitch. “Ooh
aah Cantona” is a favourite,
but we show them the door
just the same. We also have
our fair share of visitors who
don’t actually want anything.

Usually cyclists, and obvi-
ously determined not to sit
around the house all day,
these people linger in recep-
tion staring intently at a very
old photograph of Steve Cop-
pell taken at the LeagueLine
launch.

After much nodding of
heads and writing notes, they
furtively transfer all the pro-
motional leaflets from the
counter into their duffle bags
and cycle off at top speed.

Add to this our regular calls
from shifty looking men in
raincoats bringing hot tips for
the manager and nubile ado-
lescent girls who just want to
touch Steve Guppy how could
life ever be dull!

Matchdays are different,
this is now serious stuff. Ten-
sion runs high and the pres-
sure mounts. Whatever our
own area of responsibility
during normal office hours,
everyone is anxious that when
the game is over, all has gone
to plan — from the perform-
ance on the pitch, organisa-
tion and safe handling of the
crowd, through to service in
the bars-and hospitality suites
and efficient administration in
the office.

Above all, we hope that
everyone who came to watch
Wycombe Wanderers enjoyed
themselves. Sue, Kathy and I
more so than most. After all,
who do you all come and
complain to?!
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Blues are in the
driving seat
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Lending support on wheels: Cars have been provided by Davenport Vernon

THE history behind the com-
pany that is proud to supply
the vehicles to The Blues.

Davenport Vernon, High
Wycombe, Limited, the origi-
nal company of the group
moved from the High Street
to London Road in 1967. The
dealership is situated on a two-
acre site.

In 1974 the Vauxhall fran-
chise was installed, in the
anticipation that General
Motors would expand its
presence in the United King-
dom, the concept which has
been realised in recent years.
A complete rebuild of the
premises was completed in
1993.

From this major Vauxhall
dealership we supply approxi-
mately 2,500 units per year.
‘We employ 100 staff and pro-
vide a broad selection of serv-
ices for all types of
customers.

The Vehicle range consists
of the new Corsa model,
launched in 1993. The Astra
mark 3, which came into pro-
duction in 1991.

The Cavalier mark 4, was
introduced in 1988. The excit-
ing offroad Frontera, offered
for sale in 1992, and the new
and exciting Omega due to be
in the showroom for April this

ear.

The location also exhibits
our extensive used car display
of 50 high quality vehicles, all
prepared to our exceptional
standards and offered with
Davenport Vernon Warran-
ties.

Staff in the Car Sales
Department are available to
offer advice Monday to Satur-
day 8.30am to 6.30pm and
Sunday 10am to 4pm. Credit
broking facilities provide buy-
ers with competitive pay-
ments whether they are pri-
vate or corporate for higher
purchase, leasing or contract
hire.

We are happy to offer
advice in what i’ a compli-
cated and technical subject.
‘Whether you are a buyer for a
company or a private individ-
ual our figures will be com-
petitive. Demonstration

vehicles are readily available
for test drives.

The Workshop consists of
ten, state of the art, servicing
points where we are able to
undertake any maintenance
work that is required on our
range of vehicles. We open
Monday to Friday 9am to
6pm and Saturday morning.

Our Parts Department,
which is fully computerised is
by far the most comprehen-
sive in the area.

We offer more than 7, 000
parts from stock, and aim to”
supply nonstocked parts
within one working day.
Opening from 8.30am until
7pm Monday to Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday mornings.

Earlier this year we
changed our oil company to
Gulf and we have the facility
of supplying unleaded and
four star petrol. Diesel fuel is
also offered from two pumps
from our large forecourt.

The opening times for the
forecourt are Monday to Sat-
urday 6am to 10pm and Sun-
day 7am to 10pm.

Here’s a

CHAPEL
GLASS

@® Stockists of all
types of glass
® Framed mirrors
and unframed

CUT TO SIZE
WHILE YOU WAIT

44 Bridge Street, High Wycombe.
Telephone: (0494) 530171
Open: Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.00pm
Sat 8.00am-2pm

=== —

TENNIS RACKETS
NEW STOCKS NOW IN
TEST RACKETS AVAILABLE

25% OFF

SKI WEAR AND |-
ACCESSORIES WITH

THIS ADVERT

0494 674533

ALL MAKES OF CARS
& LIGHT COMMERCIALS
REPAIRED

PROVED REPAIRERS FOR ALL
EADING INSURANCE COMPANIES
DUCING INSURANCE APPROVAL

B
TES

TAVAILABLE WORKSHOP
UIPMENT REDUCING REPAIR TIME
TO DATE PAINT TECHNOLOGY
R A PERFECT FINISH
LLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
URTESY CARS AVAILABLE

wrcom
~€—  WEST WYCOuBE RO

S= wE ARE
WERE

TEL: 0494

BUSINESS CENTRE
DESBOROUGH PARK RD.,
HIGH E,

HAD AN ACCIDENT?
DON’T LET IT GIVE YOU THE BLUES

OVER 56 YEARS OF INMACULATE CAR BODY REPAIRS

HHazlermere
Coachrworks

igH
wrcouse

HIGHBURY WORKS,
INKERMAN DRIVE
HAZ ES

TEL:

0494
PIAZT21

Prestwood Jord

12 High Street,
Prestwood

Buc
Tele: 0494 866446

 Bstomer Choeten

For your peace of mind all vehicles
offered for sale are subjected to a 65 point safety check.
Vehicles are sold with a comprehensive 12 month

John Hearn

Oxford Street, High Wycombe
Telephone: (0494) 436251

‘Boot is on the
other foot

Board of the Month

Parts and Labour warranty.
All of our customers enjoy free vehicle collection and
delivery or the use of one of our courtesy cars.
A demonstration without obligation is offered
on any vehicle we have for sale.
We pride ourselves on our friendly sales approach
to our customers, without pressure.
A generous part exchange allowance will be offered
for any age or make of vehicle.
A wide selection of attractive financial packages,
including Ford Motor Company's Options
will be made available (subject to status)

chance to
earn cash

DO you have a few hours a week to
spare? Extra cash would come in handy?
Wycombe Wanderers Chiltern Gold
Lottery is a door-to-door operation and

this is where you could help.

We are looking for fit, flexible and
sociable people to form a team of can-
vassers to develop our existing rounds
and to create new ones as the need aris-
es.

Experience has taught us that the best
canvassers and agents are those who
have the football club’s interest at heart,
as well as their own!

For every ticket that you sell you will
earn 50 pence. It’s as simple as that. on
average thirty tickets are sold in a two
hour period. work for two hours per
evening, four nights a week and you
would earn £60 per week.

If you want any more details about
this, contact Mike Phillips on (0494)
472100

JOHN HEARN is the oldest shoe shop
in High Wycombe and is still run as an
independent business by the family who
have owned and controlled it since 1886,
it being originally founded in 1861. The
fourth generation is now involved. We
sell good quality footwear and accesso-
ries that provide out customers with the
best possible value for money.

By selecting our merchandise from
some of the best factories in both the
UK and Europe we are able to offer an
extensive range. Like the Wanderers
fans, our customers come from a wide
area and we shall continue to strive to
provide the service and choice they have
enjoyed for so many years.

Customer Satisfaction is our Priority

Mike Redding

Sales Manager
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THE FARM SHOP

THE FARM SHOP HAS A FULL RANGE
OF FRUIT, VEGETABLES AND
SALADS. ALL PRODUCE AVAILABLE
WITH QUANTITY DISCOUNTS ON
BULK.

SPECIAL THIS WEEK
MINIOLAS
3lbs for 99p

GRANNY SMITH, GOLDEN
DELICIOUS and RED
DELICIOUS
3lbs for 99p

WHOLE SALE AND CATERING
DEPARTMENT CAN OFFER
DELIVERY SERVICE 7 DAYS A
WEEK. ACCOUNT FACILITIES

'ALSO AVAILABLE. |

WESTSIDE FRUITERERS LTD, FARM SHOP,CLAY LANE, BOOKER, BUCKS.
. (Opposite Wycombe Air Park)
TEL 0494 530613 FAX 0494 463819
Open Monday to Saturday 8am to 5.30pm
Sunday 8am to 1pm

" o ;
£1 OFF
OFF ANY 55lb BAG OF POTATOES

FROM THE FARM SHOP

WITH THIS VOUCHER
Valid to 21.3.94

T L
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Opening up: Martin O’Neill at the Wanderers in Town shop in the Octagon, High Wycombe

BACK in November, Martin and his team offi-
cially opened Wanderers in Town. It was
unbelievable to think that almost 500 people
would turn up, the players were mobbed and
had to go outside to sign autographs.

The shop is only a stone’s throw away from
Loakes Park; where the Club Shop was origi-
nally run from a window in the Burger Bar.

It was a big step for Wycombe to open a
shop in Town as we hoped that we would be
able to attract mums, grans and aunties or oth-
ers who are unable to reach Adams Park on
match days, or during the week. Many people
have commented on how nice and professional

the shop looks.

The colour TV and video are a big attraction
and there are two men who wait for me to put
the shutter up and the video on every morning.

They must be sick of Scotty scoring another
one against Slough!

It is interesting how many péople just pass-
ing the shop pop in to have a look around,
many comment on what a unique range of lei-
surewear we sell. Many people are unable to
go to matches but buy a replica top or sweat-
shirt just to support the team.

It is amazing to think that ‘Wanderers in
Town’ took as much money on the Saturday
before Christmas as the Club Shop took the
entire 1986 season. We hope that the shop con-
tinues to thrive. If you are shopping in the
Octagon Centre then please come in and have

a look around, and I would be interested to

see in it.

hear your comments and views about the shop
and what range of products you would like to

Kerry Loveday

Our lads need you -
to get behind them

FUNNY old game football.
For almost four years we have
had so much success at
Wycombe it seems to have
become the “norm” for the
future.

Saturday’s result with
Wigan has prompted me to
pen a few notes about our
success and support, unparal-
leled in the history of the
club, and yet there are many
mutterings and complaints
about the players and
management.

It is in these difficult and
perhaps lacking in confidence
times, that they need a good
deal more of your support
than when the results are run-
ning our way.

You pay your entrance fee
and have the right as anyone
else to criticise, but surely one
has to look at the situation
overall, or do we have such
short memories that we have
forgotten our trips to Wem-
bley (twice), Charity Shield,
Conference Champions, and
many more.

Currently, as you know, we
are near the top of the Third
Division of the Football
League and in the area final

CHAIRMAN'S
MESSAGE
by Ivor Beeks

of the Autoglass Trophy, both
of which we could only dream
about six months ago.

I am sure many of you have
attended work/business on a
weekday and have felt more
inclined to work harder some
days than others.

Football I believe is no dif-
ferent, we cannot programme
players for a particular result,
we have to earn the right to

play and compete. Unfortu-
nately entertainment may and
will be better some days than
others.

1 do trust the foregoing will,
therefore, encourage you to
get behind the team and sup-
port them even more in trou-
bled or less popular times. It
is at these times when your
vocal support is urgently
needed.

Talking of support I was
sorry not to see John
Goldsworthy’s usual pro-
gramme notes recently, and
from the many letters
received it does appear you
are as well.

John has-made a very valu-
able contribution to our
matchday programme and I
for one trust he can be per-
suaded to start again.

Criticism is a natural char-
acteristic part of our life, but
at times it does need to be
tempered with thought.

Over the last few months I
have received many letters
from you, to which, I have
now replied. If you write
again, please be patient, I will
respond to every letter in
time.

Groundsman gets back to

CORRECT irrigation is vital
in the maintenance of sports
pitches. It is of far more
importance where sand has
been used in the construction
of the pitch.

Adams Park has 8in of a
Garside sharp sand topped off
with a 1in mix of the Garside
sand 88 per cent and 12 per
cent of a Fen Peat Loam.

A pop-up irrigation system
was installed which consists
of 40 sprinkler heads in five
rows of eight. One row along
each touchline, one row along

By Jim Gardner

each 18-yard box and one row
along the middle. The four
corner heads have a radius of
90 degrees, the 18 heads
around the edge are 180
degrees and 18 which are 360
degrees.

To ensure even watering, I
normally set the 360-degree
heads for 20 minutes. The 180
degrees for 10 minutes and

‘the corner ones for 5 minutes.

We have to use metered

grass roots

water and as this is very cost-
ly, I set the controller for a
lam start time. During the
summer months, I also
syringe for 23 minutes at a
time throughout the day, this
cools down the sand, if this
was not done it would heat up
and cause the young grass
shoots to suffer.

The heads lift in pairs by
means of ' water pressure,
when the first pair have com-
pleted their time cycle they
drop down, and the second
pair then lift, and so on.

R T
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—COME ALONG TO THE

FULLY LICENSED FREEHOUSE WITH
* REAL ALES % LUNCHES % BAR SNACKS % POOL TABLE

OPEN EVERY DAY

11am=3pm 6pm=11pm
Sundays 12am = 3pm

0494 473689

YOUR HOST: ANDY PEMBROKE

CENTRE SPOT, ADAMS PARK
WYCOMBE WANDERERS FOOTBALL CLUB
HILLBOTTOM ROAD, SANDS,

HIGH WYCOMBE

(| Wycombe Wanderers FC

Club Sponsor VERCO OFF|CE FURNITURE S

- WYCOMBE WANDERERS
FOOTBALL CLUB

DO YOU HAVE A FEW HOURS A WEEK TO
SPARE?
EXTRA CASH WOULD COME IN HANDY?

Wycombe Wanderers Chiltern Gold Lottery is a door to
door operation and this is where you could help.

We are looking for fit, flexible and sociable people to form
a team of canvassers to develop our existing rounds and
to create new ones as the need arises.

Experience has taught us that the best canvassers and
agents are those who have the football club’s interest at
heart, as well as their own!

For every ticket that you sell you will earn 50 pence. It’s
as simple as that. On average thirty tickets are sold in a
two hour period. Work for two hours per evening, four
nights a week and you would earn £60 per week.

COULD YOU USE AN EXTRA £60 PER WEEK?

Join the Wanderers canvassing team today!"

For full details, call Mike Phillips on
(0494) 472100

Wanderers

in Town

SPECIAL SPRING SALE AT
“Wanderers in Town”

NORMALLY SALE PRICE

Adult Blue or Yellow Replica Shirt

£29.00 £24.99*
Children’s Blue or Yellow Replica Shirt £24.99 £19.99*%
* Price Includes a Free Pair of Shorts

or Socks ”’(While stocks last)

Adult Blue, Yellow or White Shorts £13.49 £9.99
Children’s Blue, Yellow or White Shorts £10.99 £7.99
Adult Blue or Yellow Shorts £6.49 £4.99
Children’s Blue or Yellow Socks £5.99 £3.99
Navy Polo Leisure Shirts £15.99 £4.99
Navy Baseball Caps £5.99 £2.99
Out of the Blue Book C£999  £2.00
1992/93 Commemorative Brochure £3.00 50p
The Blues Go Marching On Cassette £2.99 £1.50
The Wanderer Cassette £1.99 50p

THERE WILL BE MANY MORE ITEMS IN THE SALE,
INCLUDING A LARGE SELECTION OF VIDEOS FROM
ONLY £1

FREE FA TROPHY CAP

Anybody visiting our “Wanderers in Town”’
clubshop in the Octagon (opposite Littlewoods)
during the sale will be given a FREE FA Trophy

Cap. No purchase is necessary. (Caps will be
limited to one person and offer is only while
stocks last)

Sale Starts
9am Friday 4th March
exclusively at |
“WANDERERS IN TOWN”

During the Sale EVERY PURCHASE OF £10 and over
qualifies you for a FREE FA TROPHY SCARF.
(While Stocks Last).

TELEPHONE (0494) 450957
_for further details
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We are here to help you

By Frank Knowles

SORRY Sir, but you are not
allowed to bring those into the
ground any more! This may
have happened to you
recently at the ground and you
may have felt “What’s going
on, I’ve always brought these
to the ground in the past with
no problems and anyway, I
thought we were here to
watch a friendly game of
football!”.

Well don’t lose heart, you
may have come along to do

.just that. As you enter the Sta-

dium, perhaps still cursing the
person who must have
labelled you a yobbo — spare a
thought for the stewards who
have to carry out the policy. A
policy which has been care-
fully - framed taking into
account the tragedies of
recent times like Hillsborough
or Bradford.

If you have “suffered” at
our hands, then you may have
cursed the blasted safety
officer, which you understand
the club has recently appoint-
ed, and who you have been
told has ordered these safety
measures. Well this article has
been written by him (or rather
me, Frank Knowles) in order
to dispel many of the myths
or stories which you may
have heard, including my
dubious parentage.

Well I can assure you that
both my parents were happily

. married by the time I was

born!
But seriously, there have
been many changes which the

Safety first: The ground staff want to ensure the safety of all the fans at Adams Park

club has had to adapt to since
our promotion to the Football
League. Some of these have
imposed restrictions on our
usual fairly light-hearted atti-
tudes to the staging of a game,
and in doing so will have ruf-
fled a few feathers. This arti-
cle is intended to try to
explain where we are going
and what we are trying to
achieve.

Firstly, the ground. As we
are now in the Football
League we are required to be
licensed by the County Safety
Committee (consisting of
members of the Bucks County
Council, Fire and Rescue
Service, Thames Valley
Police, Two Shires Ambu-
lance Service Trust (the new
name for Bucks Ambulance),
and a Government inspector
from the Football Licensing
Authority.

You will have noticed that

we have changed the layout of
the barriers in the Hillbottom
and Valley Stands. This has
enabled us to offer more room
to our fans.

In addition, we have pro-
vided a separation fence in
Hillbottom Terrace to allow
us the flexibility of offering
our away supporters sufficient
room to see the matches when
they visit us.

One of the most often asked
questions we get is, why have
you closed off the turnstiles
when we can all see there is
plenty of room. It is true that
there appears to be sufficient
room for many more people.

‘However, we are not allowed

to let more than 1733 persons
into the Woodland Stand at
the moment. This restriction
has been imposed by the
Licensing Authority because
we have no barriers erected in
this Stand and this currently

limits us to the 1733 persons.

You may be interested to
know that we have applied for
the installation of barriers in
this Stand and once permis-
sion is granted, in the next
few weeks we will start to put
in hand the installation of new
barriers which will allow us to
provide standing spaces for
Jjust over 3000 persons.

We are all aware of the
popularity of the Woodlands
Stand and this increase should
allow many of our supporters
to always find their favourite

spot.

Incidentally, the new small
building extension at the side
of the Woodlands Stand is the
Match Control Room, and is
the place where yours truly
spends the most of each
match day, ensuring your
overall safety. This room has
connected to it the turnstile
counters which tell me the

numbers of persons who have
entered the ground via the
various turnstiles. This mech-
anism is still in its infancy at
the club, and I would ask you
to excuse any problems you
may have suffered being redi-
rected to another entrance.
We are all learning and are
getting better at judging
crowd densities on each suc-
cessive match.

‘What about the confiscation
or taking into safe keeping of
items such as flags on poles,
or flasks, or bottles, or air
horns.

1 know that the vast major-
ity of our fans would not use
such items as weapons or
bring alcohol into the ground
(which is strictly forbidden in
any league football ground)
but unfortunately some people
do (and have done this sea-
son), and they spoil the enjoy-
ment of the rest of you. This
is why our stewards and
police are more involved in
searching some fans before
you enter the ground. If you
are one of those being
searched, please be patient,
we are doing it for the benefit
of all our fans.

Still, its not all gloom and
despondency, and believe me
I want you all to enjoy your
visit to Adams Park and to be
free to spur on our team to
even greater victories. It has,
therefore, been agreed that in
future, musical instruments
and such like will not be con-
fiscated before the match but
may be freely used to make
music or noise by the persons
bringing them into the

ground. However, such free-
dom must be exercised with
care for the safety of all our
fans, and so those fans who
wish to use such instruments
in the stadium will need to
write to me so that I can be
aware of the persons and
instruments you wish to use.
This way you still get to use
the- instruments at a match to
rally support for our team.

Cameras seem to be more
prevalent these days at foot-
ball grounds, -but it is a
ground rule that only author-
ised cameras are allowed to
be used in the ground, and so
my stewards will be asking
those of you who bring a
camera to the ground, not to
use it.

You know we really are
very lucky at the Wanderers
to have such a loyal and
family—based following to
support our players. It is my
intention to ensure their safety
at all times so that we can
continue to attract the families
to our ground.

One way I hope you have
found helpful is that I have
allowed small children to
stand in the emergency perim-
eter gates because otherwise
they cannot see the match
unless they are held in their
parents’ arms.

From my point of view, it
makes good sense not only in
encouraging our younger
fans, but also on the safety
side should an emergency
occur, the.smallest children
would be the first to be onto
the pitch, and away from any
danger.
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The Ultimate Cleaning Service
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Have your 3-piece suite cleaned and we will
cleanyour lounge carpet FREE OF CHARGE.
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Buckinghamshire College is your local University College with 200
fulland part-time degree level courses on offer.
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We have two well equipped sites, in High Wycombe and Chalfont
St Giles, with a total student population approaching 8000.

As providers of higher education in the region we can claim over
100 years of academic excellence.
For information and advice on our University Degrees and
Higher National Diplomas, phone the Marketing Department

on 0494 522141.

e

Buckinghamshire College, Queen Alexandra Road,

High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP11 20Z.
Tel: (0494) 522141 Fax: (0494) 471585
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