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There’s a good |
time coming

TWO wins, one draw
and four defeats. Hardly
the stuff of dreams, but
then I always knew the
job was going to be one
of the biggest challenges
of my life.

To people on the fringes
of the football world and
certainly those people out-
side of football, the ques-
tion that has been most
asked of me is why did you
leave one of the biggest
clubs in Britain to go to one
of the smallest?

The answer is simple. Job
satisfaction!

Even though the start I
have had here at Wycombe
could have been much bet-
ter I know without any
shadow of doubt, that I
have made the right deci-
sion. Wycombe Wanderers
are young, enthusiastic and

roud members of the

ootball League and I
therefore want to be part of
our first few steps up the
Nationwide ladder, estab-
lishing ourselves in the
Football League in the
same way this club estab-
lished itself in its recent glo-
rious past at non-league
level.

There will be changes
over the next few months,
that goes without saying but
those changes will be for
the better of the club. I
have made a few adjust-
ments to the playing style,
namely, adopting a 3-5-2
formation. My only criti-
cism is that we have not cre-
ated enough goal scoring
attempts during this time.
Four goals in seven games
is not good enough in any
footbalfclub, especially one
in our current plight. ~ For-
mations though are all well
and good, and you will hear
managers and coaches talk
about 4-4-2, 4-3-4, 5-3-2s

GREG’S GRAPEVINE
By John Gregory

and all the usual football
jargon. Ultimately though,
it is all about players. It is
how they perform on the
ball and off the ball that
matters.  Making correct
decisions, playing with
enthusiasm, playing with
passion — being courageous
and playing for the team. If
I can get that into my play-
ers, then we will get out of
our current position.

I have seen encouraging
signs of progression since
my first game against Wrex-
ham. Slowly, but surely, we
have begun to look like a
more balanced team, get-
ting stronger and more pos-
itive each week.

After consecutive wins
against Plymouth and Col-
chester we went to Watford
searching for our first
league away victory. I must
say that we played the best
football of my short time
here at Adams Park but a
crucial mistake in the last
minute was to cost us dear-
ly. But the spirit was there,
the passion was there, the
courage was there. Only the
adventure and guile in the
last third of the pitch was
missing but that will come,
believe me.

We have made strides
forward in the last month,
and we will persevere with
the task of climbing clear of
the danger zone. 1 have
taken on a massive chal-
lenge by coming into this
job —but I am very proud to
be here, very determined to
succeed, and winning games
as manager of Wycombe
Wanderers beats anything I
have achieved before purely
as a coach.

All-ticket
for Rovers

THE match between
Wycombe Wanderers and
Bristol Rovers at the
Memorial Ground on Sat-
urday, December 21 is all-
ticket. Blues- fans are only
being offered terrace tickets
which will be sold on a first
come, first served basis,
from either the Commercial
Offices at Adams Park,
‘Wanderers In Town, or on
the Credit Card Hotline,

01494 441118. Prices are;-

Adults £8, Junior and
OAP’s £4.
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Rhino Ryan is
fighting back

Keith Ryan writes from the
treatment room

HAVING been injured for-all of
this season and most of last, I sup-
pose I was the obvious-choice to
write a small insight into the goings
on in the Wanderers treatment
room and gym. :

To start with, I would like to take -

you through a fairly typical day in the
lives of us injured lads. The day starts
at 9.30am sharp and any player who is

not in full training kit and ready to start -

work, incurs a small fine. You have to
put up with a few smug looks from the
likes of Terry Evans, who is usually first
in the gym with two bags of ice on his
now famous fragile knees. Most minor
injuries need plenty of ice on them to
flush out any bruising, so there is often
a scramble for the two comfortable
treatment tables to ice up on.

When things settle down the radio
goes on. We tune the dial to Radio
One and for the next 20 minutes we all
try to guess the year on.the Golden
Hour, or have a chat about last night’s
tv. The rest of the morning is taken up
running through our respective stretch-
ing and strengthening exercises under
the watchful eye ‘of club physio Dave
Jones. At about 11 am we have a 15
minute tea-break. This break gives us
just enough time to talk over the last
game and pick next Saturday’s starting
line-up. All this is in the company of
Wycombe’s biggest fan and excellent
groundsman Jim Gardner.

Then it’s back to icing and stretching
until lunchtime. Around 1pm, just as
the fit players arrive home and settle
down to watch Ready, Steady Cook or
Ricki Lake, with a cup of hot cocoa,
the walking wounded prepare for a
nine mile bike ride or a swim at Handy
Cross Leisure Centre or both. The
bike ride is not too bad for the first
three -miles but then you reach the
dreaded Chips Hill, a road which
stretches upwards for about one mile
getting steeper as you reach the top. It
is not very nice at the best of times, but
at this time of year it’s pretty awful.
The thought of a swim ‘sounds

Keith Ryan’s injury nightmare, take

beg as heis off
Park R .

in a pi friendly a¢

appealing but treading water- for 45 .

minutes is not my idea of fun and by
the end you are fit to sleep. Both swim-
ming and cycling are: ide,a{' ways_for. me
to keep some of my fitness witho
causing damage to my knee through the
impact of running. L

If you get through all of that, then it’s -

home for a kip and backin the m
for more of the same. One thin|

say is that there is always a great atmos- -

phere in the gym, it’s seen plenty. of

laughs and jokes but above all else a:

tremendous amount of ‘hard worl
sweat and pain. It is all overseen by

Dave Jones (Jonah) who I already have:
to thank for one successful return to-
first team football after my right knee -

injury and for his patience duting my
latest spell in rehab with my left knee.

. into the first te;
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Believe me, being injured is no easy

~ride. At times you can feel very left

ut. It’s difficult being told you can’t do
omething you love, which for me . is
laying football. It is a time when you

.. -need to be strong minded and have a

lot of self-motivation. -1 have been
injured for long periods and I can
assure -you- that everyone I have seen
come . in: and:-out . of the treatment
rooms has worked extremely hard to
get back to fitness and ultimately back
i Anyway, you are
probably wondering how someone who
works so hard had enough time to write
this piece.. Well, I can-tell you it wasn’t
easy but I managed to spare five min-
utes between my weight training circuit
and my-aerobics class.

By Richard Hill
Assistant Manager

AS a player, I had no intentions of
becoming a coach, but when my
career ended prematurely with a seri-
ous knee injury, I had plenty of time
to think.

I'll be the first
to admit my
career could have
been summed-up
in four words:
“Should have
done better”.
Although, I felt 1
could have
received more
coaching, more
guidance, more
information and a lot more
encouragement.

I decided to take the Preliminary
Coaching Award and I really enjoyed
it. It got me excited about coaching
and soon I was helping at Oxford
United’s School of Excellence. I
decided this was the career I wanted

Richard Hill

and went to Lilleshall to take the FA
Full Licence Coaching Awards.

On the same course was a fella I
had played against on a couple of
occasions and had received the privi-
lege of having his elbow down the
side of my face plus the studs in the
side of the leg. This fella. was John
Gregory who at that time was assist-
ant manager at Leicester City. After
the course we kept in touch and I
often went to watch John work at
Leicester, but although at this time I
was doing plenty of coaching at non-
league level and youth level, any
spare time I had was spent watching
other pro-clubs work, pinching ideas
and trying to improve myself.

I was then offered the job as youth
team coach at Reading and not want-
ing to sound big-headed felt I did a
good job. Jimmy Quinn and Mick
Gooding offered me the chance to
step up from youth team to the first
team as coach. Then one night at the
end. of October I was in the bath
when the phone rang ... Who’s that
now, I thought, “It’s John Gregory”
shouted the wife. Dripping wet, I
went to the phone. “Hello John, how

Out of the bath and into the Park

you doing?” “Want a job?” came the
reply.

I knew John had joined Wycombe
and had heard what a good club
Wycombe is. I'd played at Adams
Park for Kettering and was impressed
with the set up.

I felt honoured to be asked by
John. He has played and worked for
big clubs all’ his career and has
worked with one of the best manag-
ers in the Premiership.

T am ambitious and want to be suc-
cessful and working with John can
only help. I had no hesitation in join-
ing Wycombe.

Since I have been here everyone
has welcomed me with open arms,
the office staff are very helpful and
the response from the players has
been superb.

Hopefully John and myself can
bring back the good times. Although
we have made changes quickly it does
not-mean all will be well overnight.
Both John and I realise patience is a
virtue and if you the supporters can
understand this, the future will be
bright once more. N
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Smillie’s back wit
the kids

THIS article comes at the end of
a very eventful month. With my
spell as caretaker manager over
I have returned to the youth
policy.

John Gregory has arrived as Man- .

ager and. I wish him and Richard
Hill every success at the club.

The decision to go back to the
youth policy was my own. I look for-
ward to continuing the work which I
started last year. My new role is to
oversee the whole youth policy, with
responsibility for everything from
the youth team downwards, which
also covers our Centre of Excel-
lence, where we coach boys from
under 11 to under 16.

Jim Melvin, who was the youth
development officer, had decided to
leave and I would like to take the

ortunity to thank him for all his
efforts over the last 18 months. In
his place will come Adrian Cole
whose role will be more specific
whereas Jim was spread into the
professional scouting side. I wish
Adrian, who is our Under-15s man-
ager at present, good luck and look
forward to working with him on the
development side.

Certainly we want to strengthen
the scouting in our own area. We
face much competition from clubs
ranging from the Premiership down-
wards so we must forge strong links
with schools and Sunday leagues if
we are to capture the best boys. At
Wycombe we certainly have the

By Neil Smillie

facilities to compete but we must
spread the word that quality boys
will have a better chance of becom-
ing a footballer with us than by join-
ing a Premier club, who on needing
a player, look to the cheque book or
foreign players.

On returning to the youth team
my first game was against Luton
who have a long standing reputation
for developing players. We lost 1-0
to a twice taken free kick after miss-
ing a penalty but the performance
was good and we deserved at east a
point.

Then came our Southern Junior
Floodlit Cup game at Tottenham
which was played at St Albans
where Tottenham play their reserve
games. The boys played superbly
and beat them 3-2 after being a goal
down, the game was a real thriller
and we were full value for our win. .

On the Saturday we played Tot-
tenham A again, this time with a
couple of injuries we lost 3-1 to the
second of the Tottenham sides, they
have 22 YTS boys. Last Saturday
we drew 0-0 with Oxford although if
our finishing was better we would
have won by a couple of goals. Now
we look forward to our Southern
Junior Floodlit Cup game with Bir-
mingham on December 23, by then
I hope to have Gary Wraight and
Lewis Craker fit for selection after

RS

~ ‘fcit YOu‘fh Team SQQHSQY§ V

ROUP

Youth team: Back row: James Sheffield, Danny Fitzpatrick, Richard Teale, Tom Keys, Lewis Craker,
Matt Hodson, Alan Beeton, Andy Baird, Gary Wraight, Richard Dee. Front: Aaron Patton, Frank Bran-
nan, Maurice Harkin, Steve Cook (physio), Neil Smillie (manager), Adrian Cole (YDO), Martin Row-

lands, Lee Allen, Jeff Lamb

long injuries.

The youth team this year, have
more boys playing in the reserves
and this has been something they
have just started to. come to terms
with. The demands are greater on
them this year and.they must break
through into the reserves to become
professional players. The job in the
future is to continually increase our
quality. I feel we have some promis-
ing boys and with the club looking

towards Youth Team players com-
ing through they have an excellent
opportunity.

Throughout the scheme we have
many coaches working towards
improving our players from ten-
years-old to 16. The job of increas-
ing our strength will be a gradual
process.

We have made a good start and
the work must continue at eve
level which it will with the help of

our sponsors The Walters Group of
Companies and Alex Tuckerman of
Servispak and we thank them for
their support.

At the point of writing our boys
have just beaten Corinthian 5-0 and
gone through to the next round of
the FA Youth Cup where we will
meet Wolverhampton Wanderers in
the next round on December 10 at
Molineux.

Come and support the boys.

- COMMERCIAL BREAK
By Mark Austin

OVER‘ 1,500 Blues fans
turned up at Vicarage
Road,:Watford on a cold
and ‘wet night and sung®
their hearts out. Unfortu-

nately all our hearts were

broken with just one minute

remaining.

The performance was
very encouraging but could
not take away the physical
pain of defeat. In all our
recent matches the fans
have been fantastic getting
_right behind John Gregory
and- the team. In-these
times of:financial constraint
every fan is highly valued.

In the last three weeks we
have seen some real ups
and downs and plenty of
controversy. The 2-1 win
against Plymouth was John
Gregory’s first league win
and saw first year referee
Steve Bennett disallow,
what appeared to be, two
good goals. The referee’s
| -assessot’ John Martin,. told.*
Terry Evans after the match
he saw nothing wrong with
his first:half header, disal-
lowed. for pushing. Anyone

Gregory’s game keeps

A look inside Wanderers
busy advent calendar

who watches the video will
see for themselves. Neil
Davis’ goal was also disal-
lowed.

Then followed a tremen-
dous 2-1 win at Colchester

_in the-FA Cup where the

referee allowed
Colchester’s goal while a
fan was in our penalty area.
Then came the heart-
break at Watford, losing to
an 89th minute strike after
playing extremely well.
Finally last Saturday saw
another referee in his first
year in the Football
League, Robert Styles, who
sent off three players. I
believe anyone who sees the
video of the penalty inci-
dent will accept Matt Cross-
ley was extremely unfortu-
nate in being dismissed. My
question is why have the
League sent two new boys
to Adams Park-for succes-
sive matches?
Commercially the effect
of the results are enormous.
Having said that, atten-
dances are up on last sea-
son, with the home gate at
our last three matches over
4,000 ‘on each occasion.

This is a testament to John °

Gregory and the entertain-
ing football he endorses.

turnstiles clicking

Since he started the atmo-
sphere is very pleasant, a
remarkable fact, given our
league position.

Of the 20 executive boxes
in the new ServisPak Stand
ten have been sold on a
four 'year basis with ten
available for day let. Boxes
one to eight are available
for one, two, three or four
year lease or day lets. Boxes
15 and 16 on the half-way
line are only available as
day lets. These start at £500
g[us VAT for ten people,

ut do include a hot and

cold buffet, matchday pro-
grammes, car parking and
tea/coffee and biscuits at
half-time. For only £5 plus
VAT extra per head you
can have a four course wait=
ress served meal in the box
before the match. Perma-
nent boxholders are able to
use their executive boxes
during office hours for no
extra charge.

If anyone would like t0>

look over an executive box
during office hours with a
view to renting one for a
match or - longer period,
contact Tim Arnold the
assistant sales and market-
ing manager on (01494)
472100.

Saturday, November 30:
First team away to Wrex-
ham in the Nationwide
League Second Division.
Kick off at the Racecourse
Ground is 3pm.

Tuesday December 3:
First team. at-home to Mill-
wall in the  Nationwide
League Second 'Division.
Kick. off 7.45pm. This
match is not-all ticket for
‘Wanderers supporters but
is for Millwall followers.

Wednesday, December
4: Reserves away to Ful-
ham.in the Capital League.
Kick off 2pm.

Saturday, December 7:
First team away-to Barnet
in the FA Cup second
round: Kick off 3pm.
Youth-team at home: to
Wimbledon' in -the South
East - Counties - League 'at
Molins. Kick off 11am.

Tuesday, December 10:
First team away to Swansea
in “the. first " round ‘of:.the
Auto ~“Windscreen Shield.
Kick off 7.30pm. The match

scores are level there will be

must end in a -result. If

30 minutes of sudden death
extra time.

Youth team away to
‘Wolverhampton Wanderers
in the second round of the
FA Youth Cup at
Molineux. Kick off 7pm.

Saturday, December 14:
First team at home to Ches-
terfield in the Nationwide
League Second Division.
Kick off 3pm.

Before the match carol
singers will entertain the
crowd, song sheets will be
handed out at the turnstiles
and Miss Christmas will be
walking around the ground
giving away some early
Christmas treats.

Youth' team away to
Crystal Palace in the South
East Counties League. Kick
off 11am.

Tuesday, December 17:
Possible FA Cup second
round replay at home to
Barnet.

Saturday, December 21:
First team away to Bristol
‘Rovers: in - the Nationwide
League: Second Division.
Kick off 3pm. The Match at
the Memorial Ground,

Bristol, is all-ticket for
‘Wycombe Wanderers fans.

Wanderers have only
been given terrace tickets
for this match and they are
available now priced £8 (no
concessions) from the Com-
merical Offices at Adams
Park and Wanderers in
Town.

Monday, December 23:
Youth team at home to Bir-
mingham City in the South-
ern Junior Floodlit Cup
third round. Kick off at
Adams Park is 7.30pm.

Thursday, December 26:
Boxing day. First team at
home to Walsall in the
Nationwide League Second
Division. Kick off at Adams
Park 3pm.

Saturday, December 28:
First team away to Luton
Town in the Nationwide
League Second Division.
Kick off at Kenilworth
Road is at 3pm.

Check with Wycombe Wan-
derers on 01494 472100 in
case of cancellation or
alterations.
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Blues fans are
top of the league

THE Official Wycombe Wander-
ers Supporters Association
warmly welcomes John Gregory
to Wycombe Wanderers as the
new team manager, writes the
group’s press office Elaine Butler.

After meeting John at the club’s
well attended forum last Thursday
we can see he is a man with cha-
risma, charm and personality and
warms to the crowd.

If there is a' manager who can
get the club out of the position we
are in we can all be assured he can
do it. If you have not seen the
Blues play this season why not
come along to the next home
game on Tuesday, December 3
which is against Millwall.

We are also pleased to
announce that Alan Parry, Direc-
tor of Wycombe Wanderers has
accepted our invitation to become
the President of our Supporters
Association.

‘What a great win over our old
rivals Colchester United on Satur-
day, November 16. The team gave
a wonderful performance, per-
haps the all red strip had a hand
in it. Many supporters liked it, we
hope we see it again.

‘What a shame a few of the Col-
chester supporters behaved like
complete idiots, jumping on to the
pitch, it was disgraceful, but what
was amazing was that the police
and stewards allowed them back
into the crowd to carry on watch-
ing the game.

Colchester FC print in their
matchday programme that any
persons gaining unauthorised
entry on to the field of play will be
ejected from the ground and may
be liable to prosecution — what a
farce.

Congratulations to all our sup-
porters who kept their cool. We
surely must have the best record
in all divisions for good behav-
iour, so we must make sure we
stay in the division as we do not
want to go back to that uninspir-
ingl_%lace for a very long time.

e game against Watford was
heartbreaking for the team and
those many travelling supporters
as we were beaten by a last
minute goal, but we will pick our-
selves up and get on with the next
one. Things can only get better,
and they will.

Freddie truly
bowls them over

THE sell-out Fred Trueman’s
Sportsmans Dinner was such a
tremendous success that the Old
Blues Association Ltd have
booked him to come back in the
Spring.

Anyone who missed him first
time can see him again on April
17 in the Vere Suite at Adams
Park, along with comedian Ron-
nie Stewart. Tables of ten cost
£350, tables of 12, £400.

To book contact Mike Phillips
of the Old Blues on (01494)
472100 Prices include a five
course waitress served meal. Alan
Parry will be the Master of Cere-
monies.

Adams Park Events Ltd are
also running three more Sports-
mans Dinners this season in the
Vere Suite. On January 27 Frank
McLintock will be joined by
Comedian Sid Tate. On March 17
it is Jan Robertson and comedian
Denny Waters and on April 19 it
is Jackie Blanchflower and come-
dian Mike Pugh. Tables of ten
cost £350 or tables of 12, £400.

To book contact Mark Austin
on (01494) 472100. Price includes
a five course meal. Dress is
Lounge Suits.

Put your shirt on the big cheese

FIRST choice Foalkeeper, John Cheesewright,
is currently still unsponsored in the club’s suc-
cessful Mark Your Man scheme.

For the price of £200 plus VAT you could
receive your name alongside a headshot of the
new Wanderers glovesman which will appear in
every edition of the Wycombe Wanderers
matchday programme for the remainder of the
season.

You will also be involved in the player of the
month presentations if Cheesewright is chosen
as the winner.

In addition you will receive a pair of tickets
for the last home league fixture of the season.

And at the end of the campaign you will be
presented with the football shirt that he has
worn throughout the season, a complimentary
10" x 8" framed photograph of the presentation

and an official signed Wycombe Wanderers
football.

W Other players, that are still available for spon-
sorship throughout the remainder of the season
include; Anthony Clarke, Brian McGorry and
the youth team manager Neil Smillie.

[lPlayers and staff that have already been spon-
sored for the 1996/97 season are: manager John
Gregory by James, Harry and Victoria Sumner,
Graham Hall by Sharon and Gary Trimby,
Miquel Desouza by Hampden Saw Mills,
Mickey Bell by Graphic Arts Supplies Ltd,

Steve Brown. by John Palmer, John Williams by
Frances Carvell, Paul McCarthy by Denzil, Mar-
garet and Andrew Ashcroft, Dave Farrell by
Denzil, Margaret and Andrew Ashcroft, Dave
Carroll by Mike Clark, Gary Patterson by The

Adams Family Fanzine, Matt Crossley by Ann
Cohen & Co Solicitors, (01494 677421), Damien
Markman by Wycombe Wanderers Independent
Supporters Club, Brian Parkin by Chairboys On
The Net on 100746.232@compuserve.com,
Terry Evans by Carvells Newsagents, Marlow,
Matt Lawrence by Gerald Edelman Chartered
Accountants, Keith Ryan by Link Precision
Services (01844 347062), Terry Skiverton by City
Index Spread Betting (0171 528 9887), Richard
Hill (assistant manager and reserve team man-
ager) by Francis Glenister, Salmon Brothers Int.
Ltd, Jason Cousins by Liz Baines, Steve
McGavin by Sharon Healey, Dave Jones (Phys-
io) by The Smurfettes.

Ring Tim Arnold at WWFC on (01494)
472100 to Mark Your Man.

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
~ 9am - 5.30pm
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WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES

ALL WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES INSTALLED AT THE
HIGHEST QUALITY |

WE OFFER YOU A FREE QUOTATION

WITH FRIENDLY ADVICE
ALL WINDOWS FITTED WITH NIGHT VENTS AND LOCKIN

WE NEV
=

]

OUR PRICES ARE USUALLY THE BEST

* CHRISTMAS SPECIAL %

IS YOUR DOOR COLD,
DRAUGHTY AND ILL-FITTING?

LOCK YOUR DRAUGHTS AWAY -
CALL US IN TODAY!

FROM ONLY £399.00

EXPERTLY FITTED
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IN SHORT

Ideal present for
any true Blue

FROM December 16 you can
purchase a season ticket at the
revised prices shown below and
the ticket will be valid from
Boxing Day.

Prices for the Main Stand are
down from £240 adults to £115 or
for concessions down from £216 to
£103.

The ServisPak Stand Upper
Tier, blocks N, P and Q are down
from £240 adults to £115. Or for
concessions down from £216 to

Prices in the ServisPak upper
tier blocks M and R are also down
from £200 to £96 and for
concessions down from £180 to
just £86.

Prices in the ServisPak Stand
Upper tier blocks K,L,S and T are
now down from £160 for adults to
£76. And for concessions it is £144
down to £69.

There are also bargains to be
had in the Bucks Free Press
Family Enclosure. The adult ticket
there is down from £160 to £76.
For senior citizens it is down from
£100 to £48 and for juniors it is
down from £45 to £22.

Cheapest of the lot though is
the AXA Equity & Law Terrace.
The £140 adult season ticket there
is now £67. The same ticket for
senior citizens or students is down
from £90 to £43 and for a junior it
is down from £40 at the start of
the season to £20.

Blues bible hits
the shelves ;

THE Official History of Wycombe
‘Wanderers Football Club from
1887-1996 has just been released
in hardback for £16.95.

The 260 page publication which
has been produced by Yore
Publications is available from the
Programme Shop, the Cornerflag
Club Shop and Wanderers In
Town. Alternatively if you post a
cheque for £20.65 Wycombe
‘Wanderers will send a copy to
your address. Please submit your
name, full postal address and a
cheque made payable to WWFC
to: Tim Arnold, Wycombe
Wanderers Football Club, Adams
Park, Hillbottom Road, Sands,
Bucks HP12 4HJAIL

Advanced subscribers who have
not yet collected their copy must
please do so before the end of the
month.

New style shop at
Adams Park

WYCOMBE Wanderers
Cornerflag Club Shop has just
been redesigned and reopened as
an open plan styled shop.

It has been fully fitted with
shelving, allowing the customer to
walk into the shop to pick and
choose products at will. The Shop
is situated at the North East

P> corner of the stadium and is open

on matchdays two hours before
kick off and for half an hour after
the final whistle.

Watch in comfort

WANDERERS In Town and The
Cornerflag Club Shop are now
selling Wycombe Wanderers seat
cushions. The cushions which
were specially produced in Italy
fold in half and act as a
programme holder. The cushions
retail at £4.99.

Examination
has begun

DEAR Supporter,

It had to happen eventual-
ly. Our surging progress
through the leagues could
not continue indefinitely.

We paused, faltered and as in
the way with life all the wheels
fell off at the same time.

Not only are we bottom of the
league we are seemingly
anchored to it.

The events on the pitch dur-
ing the Preston game were only
an extension of the way things
have been going for our club off
the pitch. After the match
against Watford at Vicarage
Road a wise and very well
known ex-football manager
stated that the entire football
world was watching us. He said
that the recent setbacks were
going to happen at some time.
Our first real test of character
since joining the Football
League has now begun.

The actions of the players,
manager, board and -supporters
over the next few weeks would
determine which way our season
would go. His view was that we
would either be relegated or end
up well clear of relegation, there
being no middle ground.

This potted analysis from a
very experienced observer made
me feel very uncomfortable
because it was based on inescap-
able truths. Several changes
have recently been made. The
most obvious and important
being the appointment of John

.Gregory as manager. His style of

management is not far different
to his style as a player. He was
not blessed witE the natural
flamboyance of a Ryan Giggs, so
he worked hard on his game to
rise from the basement with
Northampton to the old First
Division and the England team.
His positive attitude is still the
same but now he uses charm, wit

.and encouragement to achieve

his objectives. His background,
experience and personality are
ideal attributes to overcome our
current inability to score goals
and win matches.

By Graham Peart
Club director

I hope that you, our most val-
uable supporter, will show the
same resilience and loyalty.
Now is the time you are needed
most. It is easy to be a supporter
of a winning team but your most
difficult task is to give your sup-

ort to the Wanderers now.

ere have been a few recent
occasions when some of our sup-
porters wish that an alternative
course of action -had been taken
by the board.

- If you are one of those who
feel frustrated because you
would prefer a different style
playing strip, or you wished last
week’s open forum had -been
held somewhere else, then I ask
you to accept that I feel frus-
trated also, on your behalf. It is
the task of the board to try to
arrange matters to suit the
wishes and needs of the
majority.

As we now have around 5000
who regularly (but not always)
come to home matches there is a
healthy and wide range of views.
There will always be a minority
who will feel frustration.

The policy of the board is try
to accommodate the preferences
of the majority. A disgruntled
supporter will feel the need to
complain and unfortunately
those cries tend to be heard
above the silence of those who
accept the policy. However, it is
sometimes the case that the
minority view is the one which
turns out to be correct.

With that in mind-any positive
suggestion is listened to and
carefully considered. What is
not possible or sensible is to
allow minor issues to take prece-
dence over the battle against rel-
egation. I have no desire to visit
Hartlepool to watch the Wan-
derers. If you accept one drop as
being acceptable then often a
second one will follow.

A wet night at Welling is an
unpleasant experience, as you

may well remember. So I ask
that you put aside any reasons
for not visiting the Wanderers
and join together with support-
ers of different views but equal
passion and be there at home
matches to cheer on the lads.

From one of my previous let-
ters you are aware that our war
chest of reserve funds, is very
depleted. To be frank with you,
it is empty. It needs topping up,
urgently. The manager needs
funds available to change things
around. That money can only
come from your support at
home matches, in the restau-
rants and bars and tea bars and
in our shop in the Octagon. Buy
your favourite Aunt a Wander-
ers duvet for Christmas or your
mum a jogging suit!

Local companies have
responded to our plight magnifi-
cently by sponsoring matches,
leasing boxes and donating
equipment and cars. We have
recently had an offer to sponsor
each' victory for a substantial
sum of money, which was grate-
fully accepted (and others). It is
very important for our commu-
nity, our town, that the Wander-
ers remain a successful club.
Each and every supporter has a
part to play. Can you imagine
what the effect that an attend-
ance of 8000 would have in lift-
ing our players against top of the
table Millwall on Tuesday?

There are only 13 home

‘Nationwide Division Two

League matches left this season.
We have to take each one as if it
is our last and give it our best
shot, on the field and from the
terraces. All receipts are being
channelled into team building.

The best Christmas present
that you can give John Gregory
is the price of your ticket to see
the Wanderers against mighty
Millwall and crafty Chesterfield.
He deserves it and he will use it
wisely.

Fingers crossed and lucky
socks for Saturday please. Our
luck will change if you make it.

by Chris Walters (left) of youth team sp

Lucozade Youth team player of the month Martin Rowlands is presented with his award
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VERNON BROWN
MOTOR SERVICES

For all vehicle repair and service
requirements at competitive rates.
Propshaft repair specialist

Mini & Metro Radius Arms, supplied and
fitted from £65.
Hydrolastic pump up service available.

Unit D, Garlands Estate, Desborough
Avenue, High Wycombe (opp Midland Bank)

01494 527891 or 0374 270224

277860

Hot Air
Balloon Flights
* Flight vouchers
* CAA approved

¢ Fly over beautiful
Chilterns

Call FREE on 0500 03 04 05
ask for

masercu |

Humbug Balloon Group
01494 864027 oo

| O

YOUR LOCAL BUILDING
MATERIALS SUPPLIER

% Sand % Cement
% Bricksk Kerbs
% Paving %
Fencing % Roofing
* Garage Doors %
Tools % Plumbing

/3 Q
A
GRS ?' K* Ealhr:’o_llgs:
\ I"\\/"} Kitchens % Timber
i * Insulation %

1 Paint % Plaster
* FREE CAR PARK

All this and full yard service too!
DAILY OPENING
- HOURS
MONDAY . FRIDAY
& - 5|
B SATURD:'\'!‘aarﬁT‘:pm
Coronation Road
High Wycombe
Bucks ' |.......
) S B R [ooer]

» [ G | otaeas521100

BIVEISTHE
COLOR
ADVERTISIVG
ISTHE GADE

GIVE US A
CALL ON

521212
ext 2288

TODAY!




* SPECIAL *
8 WEEK MEMBERSHIP
AVAILABLE FOR ONLY £75.00

HURRY OFFER
EXTENDED TO
4th December

- MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES -

* Fitness Evaluation

D_w

* Fitness Consultation to design
an exercise programme

* Nutritional Consultation

* A one to one personal training
session using heart monitor

* Offer includes unlimited use of all facilities &

TEL: 01628 532400

- Unit 15, Treadaway Techvnicalv Centre,
Treadaway Hill, Loudwater, High Wycombe, Bucks.
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New boss, old face

" THE arrival of the new man-
i ager was a well kept secret; so
‘ much so that we knew nothing
until John Gregory was actu-
vally introduced to us as the
new boss.

When I was a young lad playing
for QPR in the South East Coun-
ties team I remember John dplay-
ing for the first team, I did not
. really get to know him as the kids

rarely - spoke to the stars back

then.
He has brought in Richard Hill
as his assistant. Keith Ryan and
myself met Richard this summer
when he was involved with the
running and marking of the FA
coaching course that we both
1pﬂz:ssed. He has a great deal of
owledge and will be an excel-
lent appointment.
Since the boss has been here he
has changed the style. Playing
with five at the back suits the play-
ers we have. When under the cosh
we look and feel more solid across
the back with three midfielders in
front, but when attacking the full
backs move up into the wing back
roles to support the attack. Yet
should we lose possession, they
are able to resume their defensive
responsibilities. We played this
formation last year but on a few
occasions the full backs were a lit-
tle too cavalier leaving us exposed
down the channels.
1 enjoyed the added responsibil-
ities of working alongside Neil
Smillie for a short time while the
directors chose the new manager.
I hope to have a long term future
in coaching so this was good expe-
rience for when my playing days
are over. I would prefer to con-
centrate on playing for the
' remainder of this season and

assist Wycombe’s climb up the
league especially as my contract
wiIFthen be up. I still feel I've got

CAPTAIN’S LOG
By Terry Evans

a few good years left in me and
will continue to play for some
time before looking for a change.

Although we have changed our
system the boss wants us to play
good football. Trainin invo[i)ves
small sided games, working more
on the individual techniques and
shadow play (working on team
formation), all of which are posi-
tive steps.

I felt we contained Crewe for
the first half then in a mad 15
minutes we threw the game away.
We learned a very harsh lesson.
At 1-0 down we tried to chase the
game straight away and left our-
selves open and paid the price.
There was plenty of time to get an
equaliser, we needed more
patience.

Colchester was very important
for many reasons and the longer
serving players knew its impor-
tance to the fans. Even thou%l we
have not played particularly badly
this season our supporters have
not had much to shout about, so
beating Colchester was a little bit
of pay back. We dominated for 70
minutes and were coasting at 2-0,
but allowed them a goal which
gave them confidence to come at
us. I would like to look back and
say Colchester was a turning
point, we played confidently and
need to build on that.

Unfortunately I have a sad note
to finish on, the death of Keith
Ryan’s mum Jan. Both of Keith’s
parents entertained the lads on
many occasions at The Chequers

ub which they ran in Amersham.
8Ve were all welcomed with open
arms and made to feel at home.

On behalf of all the lads we
send our condolences to Jim,
Keith and family.

Terry Evans lays down the law in the win at Colchester

Sat Nov 30th Wrexham A
Tues Dec  3rd Millwall H
Sat Dec Tth FAC2

Sat Dec 14th Chesterfeld

FORTHCOMING
BLUES FIXTURES

Sat  Dec 21st Bristol Rovers A
Thurs Dec  26th  Walsall H
Sat Dec 28th LutonTownA

FOX'S

ADVENTURE CLOTHING
AND EQUIPMENT
EST. 40 YEARS

SUPERB RANGE OF
CLOTHING AND
ACCESSORIES FOR THE
SLOPES, STREETS AND

PEAKS.
EXCELLENT GIFT IDEAS FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

284856

15% OFF SNOOKER AND
TABLE TENNIS TABLES

1w

o

KEENLY PRICED
EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

1y

GIFT VOUCHERS
GOLF AND SKI
ACCESSORIES

43 Station Road

Please rush me information about the
fee-free Wycombe Wanderers Visa Card.

| Name
1 Address

Postcode
Telephone: ( ) Day
( ) Evening

Please return to: MBNA, International Bank Ltd,
PO Box 1048, FREEPOST, Chester CH4 9QQ

1 LONDON RD, AMERSHAM, BUCKS, 01494 * 431431
281984

JNLCELZEPLA] @

AR A A M SR R AR ot b Pt e 45 a8 SRS o 6

exxtasy,

I

(01494) 674533 __

P EEERS
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Coaching
with Motts

IF you've ever seen the Blues’
coach 21ppmg along the motorway
as youre on your way to watch
Wanderers you may well have
wondered in what luxury the play-
ers travel.

The job of getting the team to away
games has belonged to Motts Travel
of Stoke Mandeville since the early
eighties. They now transport the
Blues in a state of the art coach which
is the envy of many bigger clubs.

Even in the non league days, Motts
always supplied the club with a full
executive coach.

As the club progressed, the specifi-
cation became more luxurious, culmi-
nating in the first Official Team
Coach shortly after Martin O’Neill’s
arrival. It was equipped with rear

lounge, kitchen area and wardrobe '

and six tables for 24 people to sit and
relax. It also had separate video sys-
tems enabling a choice of films to be
shown and a CD player in the rear
lounge.

As the team . progressed into the
league and Division Two, Motts were
asked to equip the coach with both a
warming oven and a powerful micro-
wave so that high protein food could
be prepared in transit. This was
accomp{)shed for the 1995/96 season.

During the latter part of the season,
negotiations took place culminating in

a contract for the next five seasons.
One of the conditions was that a new
team coach would be in operation for
this season.

Team coach number two came into
service for the first away fixture at
Shrewsbury in August. Like it’s pred-
ecessor, it is a Volvo with Jonckheere
Deauville Coachwork, the interior
layout has been completely changed
however, with the kitchen and ward-
robe area at the rear. There is no des-
ignated lounge area as it has seven
tables with seating for the 28 passen-
gers in two areas within the coach.

Motts Travel has a policy of placing
personal registration numbers on its
coaches and these ‘MT’ numbers can
be seen on 13 of their current fleet. In
1993, Motts bought, at considerable
cost, the number 90 WFC for the
team coach. The final touch in this
respect are the WWFC headrest cov-
ers provided by Motts.

R T
ALSO AT: . 379222 MILTON KEYNES
, * BERKHAMSTED . 01442218300 MILTONKEX
BEDFORD 7 01234 352220

' British and European Standard for
Quality Systems.

‘Window Performance Standard,

) Cerurcate No FM 2158 including Materials, Construction,
Fonncrly BS 5758

@

.| BS7412
P.AS. 001

- Security, Safety and Weather
Proofing.

The Latest Shootbolt and Mortice
Locks fitted to our High Security
Internally Beaded Window -
conforms to P.A.S.011, the
enhanced security standard.

. Hénneticall'y sealed Double

4 Glazed Units
BS 5713 .
“To show you can’t buy better, we at G.I. S would like to offer you the following as standard. %
+ INTERNAL BEADING . - 28mm SEALED UNITS
- MORTICE LOCKS . + 10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE w
+ SHOOT BOLT LOCKING + KEY LOCKING HANDLES

- 69 West

~=o1727822997 | Wycombe Road,
= 01908 607997
T 01438 313331

High Wycombe

i Open. Monday to Fnday 9am—5 30pm

Saturday 9am Spm






