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THERE COULD NOT have been a happler

man fn amateur football then Dave Thomas,
oo Saturday aftermoon, when at precisely
431 pm. he headed Wycombe Wanderers'
winner at Ilford. For a split second ke stopped
and stood with his arms aloft facing the
Wanderers' contingent behind the goal, in &
pose, which more or less indicated *What

about that then?"

la i ows shmple way
Thomas' actiom was x sy
bolic xnd moving pesture o

The Dave Thomss isspe b
oor of i _boticel cos-
troversies (o rage geond the
Loakes Pk terrmces i e
cenl years.
Imcomeistent
fmes, appears
yards slow snd [ frel be has
ot yet emade the (ramalibos
o this thinking from Athe-
mian lp Lsthmben standard,

1 would be the frsi fo =d-
mit that Themas is nol. by
any sterich of the Imagiae.
ioe, the mowt gifted player
1o dom m Wanderers™ shirt.

No excuse

However, that & no ex-
euse for the continual Bow
of abuse (hat ruins down on
him while m game 13 in pro-
gress i mot good-natured
barracking  bal  eold and
calealnied 1o throw  the
pluyer completely out of his
atrkde.

It is Wrople to ponder that
whis  responaibiliy  shown
by » weull section of ihe
¢ruwd cun do nelblag but
dumage n Wanderers'
caune, Aftpr wll. pace picked,
Thomus i = member of (he

 says PATRICK VERCOE

DAVE THOMAS . ..
time to siop the abuse
abowt him

team and Il his confidence in
wndermined, therfore cous-
Ing him to play ladifferenily,
the burden is grealer on his
ten collesguen.

1 fully mppreclate that the
crowd wish ie register »
profesi about his selection
and ihis type of criticism i
e paly Torm of aclion open
by thems. Bud It is Jout nol
enough 1o punish ihe player
publicly in every gumc. the
matter should be brogghi
home wilh resounding force
o Manuger-cosch  Barry

Stop
hounding
Thomas

Darvil, and the schction
ol

and it 15 to his eredit that be
hos ‘withelood {he mental
prestures to keep playing.
On the maloriy of o
casions, when (hings have
gooe wremg, Thomas ' hes
had o bear m large chunk of
‘mud-linging' when not all
the binme is tg be laid ene
tirely mt kis leet.

Campaign

am  not  defending
s a player —
pervonally  speaking,  he
would mot be L my side —
but the man it a human
being mnd W in (herelore o
be realised (hat the  hale
cumpuign which hus  been
hesped wpon  him  would
ineyiably make it diffcull, i

et Impomible for kim fo
reach anytblng ke bis froe
lom,

AL times the erowd are
just waiting fo pounce om
the minuiest of mistakes, On
Satorday, =t Ellord, #
resched m new and sbvard
state of aflulm. Thomas was
being blamed for noi com
testing » badl, pushed some
twenly yards in front of him,
with ' two  bome-defenders
just waiting five yards sway
to wmuff out ibe danger.
Even the macstvo of the pro
ranks, Bobby Charion,
would think twhce before
Bothering to mave 1o ihat
kind of pass.

Whatever the lans may
think of Dave Thomm'
calibre s & pluyer, no oee
on & foothall field anywhere
in the word deserves to be
hounded  throughow 90
misutes,
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