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occasion when they weren’t the
better team. And ¥ is because
of this that St. Albans -— under
the guidance of manager Sid
Prosser — are the team Wan-
derers must avoid if an appear-
ance in the Amateur Cup final at
Wembley is (o be contemplated.

Wycombe's comtinual weak-
ness in midfield makes the slick
moving Saims the only amateur
opposiion they can't control.

Their other defeats have been
largely self inflicted. The poor
45 minutes ¢hat pushed Bark-
ing too far ahead at Loakes
Park for Wycombe's improved
second half performance to win
back cven one home point; the
shock defeat at mid-table King-
stonian, where the bones of Wy-
combe’s tile bid last season stll
lay: and, above all else, the
rough-house loosely termed as
F.A. Cup fooball at Dolphin
Stadivm in  which Slough's
muscle and Wanderers' mistaken
defensive ploy saw the Athen-
ians through one stage further
than form and class—should

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE
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Sytton Utd 27 22 1 4 26 4
Wycombe W 22 16 3 3 53 18 3
Hendon 25 14 & 5 66 22 34
Entield 25 14 S 6 34 15 3
Barking 28 15 310 6B 38 3

d 26 13 7 6 46 27 3
St AMans C 20 12 5 3 42 19 2
Withmstow A 28 10 7 11 48 45 27
Leytonstone 22 8 8 5 36 25 2
{Haord 23 10 6 7 37 30 2
Woking 23 10 S5 8 35 32 2
H' Kk~ Ta. 23 7 6 10 28 35 20
Kingstonlan 24 7 6 11 33 47 2
T & M Utd 22 & 7 9 30 30 18
Wealcstone 24 7 5 12 28 39 1
Maidstone U 23 & 3 15 22 48 1
Duiwich 23 3 6 14 18 40 1
Ciapton 24 3 516 19 59 1
Bromiey 22 4 315 16 58 1
Corinthtan € 22 1 3 18 13 7%

have dictated . . . these were the
lessons Wycombe must learn
from.

As champions of the Premier
Floodlight League, Wycombe’s
midweek form suggests that
once again at least this tile
might again be theirs at sca-
son's end. Despite the 1-0 defeat
at Wealdstone, the Blues are
strongly placed to carry off the.r
Section championship, and from
there, possibly even the overall
crown.

But, like the Berks and Bucks
Senior Cup, it is a trophy —
yet not one of THE trophies.

And how hard they have
worked and slaved for glory
since August. In face of a con-
stant stream of injuries, inter-
national and other representa-
tives calls, annoying postpore-
ments — not always through
poor weather conditions, and the
odds stacked against a side
‘marked’ by their rivals as the
enes to beat, Wycombe have
done their widescale local fol-
lowing proud.

Memories such as the five goal
cup blitz which crushed Keuer-
ing Town before half time, the
4-0 demoralisation of Sutton,
and the 6-1 disection of Weald-
stone at Lower Mead, not of
course forgetting the shattering
9.0 floodlight win over the pride

Wamlérers have the
Leeds look about them

of Oxford City . . . these were
the lessons their opponents will
not forget.

Certainly Wealdstone remem-
bered well, For on their exchange
visit to Wycombe a lile later
in the season they pulled out one
of the most audacious offside
traps ever used and came within
an ace of taking two highly un-
deserved  points.

Nobody has given anything
away to Wycombe so far, and 1
doubt if anyone will in the com-
ing months. It is for this reason
that I again forsce Wycombe as
the bridesmaids of the Isthmian
League, for there is still not the
character about them to suggest
they can copy the example set by
Enfield last year in winning their
many games in hand and taking
the e at the 12th hour.

And it is this flaw in their
character — the lack of big-
match temperameni—that places
doubts in my mind about their
bt for Wembley.

No one would be more de-
lighted if I were wrong than my-
self. Let's hope Wycombe show
me iwice over that my pessim-
ism is unfounded.

But, if I'm not wrong then re-
member Leeds, and the frustra-
tions they went through before
finally emerging at the very top.




