IT’S never easy being sat

on a pedestal, as Wycombe

Wanderers have found out
| increasingly  sinece  they
! kicked off the season om
[ August 14,

As Istunian Teague cham-
pions, the Blues were again: .ex-
pected to set the ‘pace
especially with the roturn of
Julian Lailey, plus new signings
like Trevor Waughman frem
Suton, Rob Williams from
Wealdstone and the less ex-
perienced but promising Mick
Hotlifield. Bobby  Marcham
{both Oxford City), Chris
Austin - (Witney) and  Paul
Birdseye (Loughborough
Colleges).

This influx of 1alent sue-
cessfully made up almost @M the
loss wof Barry Baker (to
Maidz nhead) and Tain MacLean
to Kingetopian. But could it
adequately solve the forward-
line problems left by the
depamure of Keith Searle to
newly-appointed league
menmbers Hayes?

A quiet, if uoflattering, start
by, Waughman as Searle's
replacement, began  pessimistic
talk of doom. With wonly three
goals scored in thedr first three
.eague outings, however,
Wybombe must indeed have
beern wondering whether an at-
tack minus Searle could im-
prove i future weeks,

"NO NEED

They never needed 1o find
out. Por w the very next match,
the 4-1 crushing of St. Albans,
Wycombe featured a comeback

STILL ON A
PEDESTAL!

goal by Searle -—— mere days
after the striker ‘had been
released from Church Road for
“lack of effont.”

Searle continued o answer
the charge, seoring six times in
his first six matches. He is now
clear fcader as tep Blucs’ striker
with 20 to his credit — and the
premise of mare to come with
the recemt addition of Micky
Mellows up front.

Mellows, along with England
colleague, Derek Gamblin, is a
pre-Christmas  signing  who
could make jt @ happy New
Year indeed at Lcakes Park.

' Wanderers enter 72 as Isthmian

leaders and: on the threshold of
their latest Amateur Cup cam-
puaign. It is, therefore, a time of
praxnise and: hepe.

But not all has becn quite the
jeyride it might seem frem the
record books.

During last season not one
player left the club for pastures
new. Since August, however,
Wycombe have said farewcll to
Charlie Galc — the gallant
veteran -of more than a decade
in Wycombe Bluc. He is now
well established alongside Baker

at Muidenhead, wbere only
recenily Marcham - signed on
after failing throughout to meke
an impression in ¢he Wanderers'
squad.

St. Albans have gathered both
Welsh  international Geoff
Anthony aud. goalkeeper Kevin
O'Brien  for  their  skeleton.
squad, while
joined MacLean in. switching to
Kingstonian.

INSPIRATION

Anthony was 2 major in-
spiration in Saints’ 1-0 revenge
win at Clarcnce Park  during
Jate November, wad ‘is obviously
blending  better into  Sid
Prosser’s squad than ever he did
SBrian Lee's.

Man maost missed at
Wycombe though. is Julian
lailey, who found travelling
problems  overwhelming  and
eventually re-joined
Cheltenham.

All these comings and goings
were  bound to unseibtle
Wycombe. Sure encugh, their,
facthall, although -often of hight

standard, frequently tended 10 ¢

fall below par also.

Litte further explanation is
'needed 1o account for their.
failures to date. In Maideohead,
they found F.A. Cup opponcnts
with that “Slough’ touch about
them—hard, but skilful,

| Their League points wend
‘astray with defeats at Burking
lkon August 30 and St. Atbans.
The “Saints” match also mark-
ed a new landmurk in Lee's
reign as manager — the first
ifme in three scasons his side
had lost two consecutive League
games.

For the previous Saturday
they had been shocked hy a one
goal honre reverse at the hands
;of Hayes, who carlier in the
season held themn (o a goalless
draw at Church Road.

Beraie  Brerner .

tulents of Tony Horseman .and
Holificld t0 be seen
simultancously.

RECORD LOST

Even Robb Williams, the Jast
remaining ever present, suffered
a cut abowe his eye just hefore

Christmas  and missed 2
Floodlight League appearance
to [ose bis record.

Williams has become  the

quiet man of Wycombe — serv-
ing up scme consistent form,
but only rarely setting the sceng
ablaze, almost always via as-
tounding 30-yard plus cannon-
shots.

Behind Searle in the goalscor-
ing race iy ithe injury plagucd
Horscoan.  His  fine  current
form was accentuated by a hat-
trick on: Boxing Day, but is
hardly flattered by his season’s
tally of 13 in 27 appearances.

It is nct a panticulacly lacge
score  in comparison  wirh
Bodger's pormal  contribution.
But others. have shared vhe scor-
ing “burden”. larry Pritchard
— remember his four goals al

‘INTO 1972 WITH BLUES

13. Meanwhile, Wycombe cen-
re-half  and  skipper Jobu
Delaney carries 12 to his credit
(six penakics, six headers), thus
rcaffirmring himself as amatcur
soceer’s most  prolific  scoting
defender.

Waughman (10) too, reuches
into double figures, although he
is now finding it dfficult to
assure himsclf a regular place,
and may continue to run into a
tough selection challenge from
Holifield (when buack o form)
and Mellows.

Wycombe have met more
personal prebiems at the biack
than their record of I goals
conceded suggests. Here again
though, with Chris Austin back
in form after injury, Ian Rundle
proving a reliable performer,
and Jchn Maskell giving away
goals like 4. Scotsman pants: with
a five pound note, the situation

scems  steady  enough.  Ted
Powell, both in defence and mid-
field has often proved an
inspiration.

What then of 1727

Altbough  hopes of the

Floodlight League have seem-
ingly slipped from them —
despite some high svores. of late
— Wycombe play for 2 League-
Cup double in *72. They enter
the year with signs that the first
team Jine-up may at last be set~
tling down.

And, as Wanderers managed
to carry on winning when pro-
blems abounded, their rivals
must be worrying aboul what t
expect from them from here <n

Woking? —— also lays chim to  in. MW
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