
t1NTO 1972 WITH BLUES · 
IT'S neyer easy being sat 
on a pedestal, as Wycombe 
Wanderers haYe found out 

I increasingly since they 

I

; kkked off the season on 
August 14. 

I As I s.throian l .. eague cham­
pi<N.11:i, the Bl.ues. were again· .ex­
pected to set t:hi- ·pac.e -
especially wilh the roturn of 

!Julian L<liley, pll!s new sign;ngs 
Hke Trevor \'\/aughmani from 
Su.�:on,  Rob Wm.iams from 
,v�aldst.on� ,and the lc:ss ex­
pe:riicoced bu{ pr-0mi<2ing Mick 
Halifidd . Bobby Maroham 
(bot·h O:.f<lrd City) , Chris 
Austin (Witney) Mid Paul 

I 
Birdseye ( L o u  g hb o r  o 'u g h, 
Colleges). 

· This. jnfh.rx of talent suc­
cessfully mad� up almost ,,H ,the 
loss <if Barry Baker (to 
M11jd� nhcad) and Iain MacL-e1an 
�o Kings,tophn. Bu� could, it
a.c!•equatdy solve {he fmwanl­
li ne problems left by t:hc 
Ooepa·riture cf Kei-th Searle to 
n e w l y. ·  a p p o i n t e d: k•ague 
members Hayes'! 

A qui ct,, if u n.flatcering, sta·rt 
hy. WaL1gil1mian as. Sear!e's 
replacement, began pes.simi.stk 
ta] k ,of <foom. Wlth only ,rhree 
gioalii S'C-Ored jn their fi.rst three 
l.e:Jguc o-utings, however, 
,WY'OOmbc rnus;t· indeed have 
bten wondierin.g. whether an at­
rtiack minus Searle cou]d im­
prove iru fu:ture weeks. 

NO NEED 
They never necd<:d �o find 

oul. Fur in the very ncxl matdl, 
the 4· 1 crushing .uf Sit. Albans, 
Wyc-omhe featured a oomeback 

STILL ON A 

PEDESTAL! 
go,sl by Searle - mere days 
af.tcr- the s;t-rik.cr •had been 
released from Church Road• for 
"la�k of effol'I.." 

St::airk continued ito answer 
the c'ru.\rg-e, s�ori ng s.ix rt.imes· in 
his first six matches. He is now 
clear kad.t-:r as top B!ues' �i:riker 
with 20 to his credit - and the 
premise - of more ro come with 
the r<:oent addilion ()f Micky 
Mellows up fro"I. 

Mellows, along with England 
cOJl't"'J.gue, Derek Ga·mblin , is a 
prc-Ohrisitma� signing who 
could make H ,a happy New 
Yea r indeed at L,c0kes Park. 
Wti.ndererS; enter '72 as I:s.thmian 
kader, und 01> \he threshold, cl 
rt.heir bte�t: .Am.nteur Cup cam­
p:]Jgn. H ]5, therefore , a :.iimc of 
promise and hope. 

But not .all has been quite the 
joyride it might, seem from :the 
record books. 

During las.t ::ieason not one 
plnyer 1elir the club fo,r pa,otute, 
new. Since. August, however, 
Wycombe have said fa,rewdl Lo 
Charlie Gale - the gallant 
ve:OCnm ·of more than a di�cade 
in Wyoombe Btuc. He is no-w 
well established aloi>gsioo Baker 

at M�denbead, where only 
r�c:ently Marcham - s.i-gned on 
llftcr failing tbroughou.t to- make 
an imp-rcs•sion in itJhe Wa.nderen;' 
squad. 

St. AR>ans· •ha¥e gathered· botl1 
'\Velsh int-erna;cional Geoff 
An.thony and. goa-!,h-eper Kevin 
O'Brien for their -skele,too 
squad, while Bernie- Bvecner 
jo-i.ned ·MacLean in· swii.rching to 
Kingsitonian. 

INSPIRATION 
Arbthony w'4,s a. major in­

.spiraie-,1011 in· Sa.ints' 1-0 revenge 
win at Clarence: Patk dul'ing 
k1.1tc November, 1and· :is ohviousiy 
1h?-e.nding helter into Sid 
PTO��r's squad (h� n c�r he did 
Hria-n Lees. 

Man most ml�scd a.t 
Wycombe thou,gh, i, Julian 
Lailey, wlho f.o�nd travelling 
problems ovcrwhdming and 
e v e n  t u a- l l y  r e - j o i ne d  
Cheltenham. 

AU these C·O·mings and going� 
were bound t-o unsettle 
Wycombe . Sure en,oug,h, their, 
foc<baJ.! , ahhough ,aften of hig-11\ 
qar:id13.-rd, frieque-nrtly tended to .; 
foll below par also. 

Lit·t1e fun.her e.xpbnation· is 
ineedOO 10 accounl for their, 
!failures to <late. In- MRideuhead, 
�bey f.ound F.A. Cup opponents 
wilh tha,t "Slough" 1oucl1 abottt 
thcm-hnrd, but skilful 
I Their League points wen<l 
!astr.ay w.i1th defear:s iat Barking 
� n Augost 30 �nd St. Albans. 
!The .. Sa-in,t,s0 miatch also mark� 
ed a .ne.w fandmark in Lee's 
!reign a-s mnnage.r ;.....__. the first 
iti� in three sca!.ons his. side 
·bad lost two con,ecuti11<: League 
games. 

For the previ-ou5 Saturday 
lh<y had been shocked by " .one 
goal home reverse at the hands 

1c-f Haye�. who ca rliicr irt (he 
�eason bdd· .tht:rn to a go-.llless 
draw at Church Road. 

t·a.Jernl"' of Tony Horstman .and 
Holifield to be sc.-n 
si multancously. 

RECORD LUSf 
Even Robb W.illiam�. the J.ast 

rcmaioing ever present, .sulf.fiercd 
a cut ahove his eye just hefort 
Chr1"tmas and missed a 
Floodli-gh.t League appearance 
to los.e fri-s. record . 

WiUia.ms has become ,he 
quiet man o[ Wycombe -- serv­
ing up scme con:iois.tent· form, 
hrnt -only re-rely selling the �nie 
abJ1azc, :almost alwars vi.a· :as-� 
h'mndjng 30 -yard p'lus cannon­
shot-.:. 

Behind Searle in the goalscor­
ing mce is 1the injury phlgucd­
Hors.cma n. Bis fii.ne current 
form wns :accen,tuared ·by a 'halt'­
trick on Boxi<>g Ilay, but is 
ha.-dly flattm:d. by his season's 
tally of I 3 in 27 a'[)pearanccs. 

h: is· not a p.a.r(icufarly large 
score in oomparison with 
Bodger's nonnnl contribtlt.ion. 
But o-thers. ba.vc ·i;.hared the scor­
ing ''bu rd-en,'\ Larry Pritchard 
-· r:c::membcr his. four goa!-s at 
Woking?' - al�o- lays. claim to 

1 3 . Meanwhile, Wycombe cea· 
lre-hslf and skipper John 
De-laney carries; 12 to his. credit 
(1;,ix ,pen-a·kies, �.ix heade rs), -th-m. 
rcaffirmin,g himself as 1ama,tcur 
....occcr's most prioHf.ic !;coring 
ddend�r. 

Wau!lhman· (10) 100, re"ches 
into d·ouble fi.gurc,, although he 
b., now finding it diff;kult 10 
assure hii�'Cl.f -a ·regular place, 
and may continue to run into a 
tuugb selecNon choUenge from 
H.olif-idd (whe-n back ,Lo form) 
an-d· Mellows. 

Wyc<lmbe have met more 
pcr.s<i nacl prcblems a, the black 
than their rec-0 rd of !l goals 
conceded suggesh. l lere agai_n 
,hough, wd1 Chris Aus1in .back 
in .form afkr injur)", fan Rundle 
pro-Ying a reliable performer1 

and J dhn M.a"Sk.ell giving away 
,g,o- ah t.ike ,a. Scotsman pnrts, with 
.a five pound note, the. s}ruaft.i un 
scc1ns steady c:nough. Ted 
Powell, both in ddcncc and mid· 
field has often proved an 
inspiration. 

Wha-t th�n cf '72? 
Alithough hopes of die 

FI.o,odHght League have seem­
ingly slipJ)<:d from tiiern -
QICsp:A.e -some hl�'n ::;oores. of fate 
- Wycombe play for a Le-a.gue­
Cup double in '72. They enter 
<he year with s·igns llrnt the· first 
te.am line-up may, at lias,t be sie:t­
•tling dow11 . 

And, ,as W3nd,erers mana�d 
to carry -0n winning when- pro­
blems. abounded·, their rivah 
must be ·WO.rr:y:ing abouit. wha.t tc 
expect f11om them from -hiere .on 
:in. M.W 


