{ MICKY MELLOWS has
again dropped out of the
England squad.

Forced to withdraw before
{ last week’s 1-1 draw in France
i through tonsilitis, he also
| misses the clash with the Repub-
i Yic of Ireland at Loakes Park
" on Friday -afternoon. Mellows
played in midfield for Wanderers
at Clapton on Saturday, but
clearly had not fully recovered.

But, atthough Derek Gamb-
lin continues on the injury list,
Wycombe are still represented
by the trio which played in

Brest — John Delaney, Ted
Powell and Larry Pitchard—
in the squad.

Gamblin may resume * train-
ing on Thursday. But the club,
report he will. certainly not be
fit to play in the Isthmian
League game arranged at Wal-
thamstow on Saturday — only
24 hours after the international.

Although their Amateur Cup
tie at 'Walton has been set back
to March 4, Wanderers opted to
accept the Isthmian League’s
offer of a match instead.

Such a decision clearly indi-

cates the Blues' aim ¢o advance
as far as possible with their
league programme to avoid a
fixture pile-up at the end of the
season. It could also help to
further their already sizeable
lead at the top. For Hendon,
their closest rivals, have a free
date on Saturday due to inter-
national commitments, and on
March 4 face a replay at
Maidenhead of their third round
Amateur Cup match after Sat-
urday’s goalless draw.
Arrangements for Friday's
international - -at Loakes -Park
were being hastily altered after

the news that Eire had declined
to switch the game to Saturday.

To beat the floodlight ban,
kick-off time is brought for-
ward to 3 pam. instead of
7.30 p.m. as originally planned.
At the weeckend, Wycombe
issued an appeal for supporters
to volunteer as stewards for the
game. The committee will be
“very thin on the ground” due
to business commitments, ex-
plained secretary Bert Crump,
who asks for those interested
to contact an official.

The afternoon start will in-
evitably hit what might have
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“gate’” for the
international. “I wouldn’t even
like to venture a guess,” said
treasurer Roger Lee, when asked
for a new estimation.

been a large

Those who have already pur-
chased tickets for the game, but
will now be unable to attend,
can contact Roger for a refund.

The Eire match is a repeat of
the game played at Loakes Park
two years ago, when Larry
Pritchard scored a late deciding
goal in tthe 3-1 home success.
The pass then came from Ted
Powell, hke Larry a Sutlon

United star at the time.

The last meeting saw a '1-0
England win played out in Dub-
lin on March 6,
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| COUNTY NAME
THREE BLUES
AT SLOUGH

THREE Wycombe Wanderers
players are -included in the
Berks and Bucks F.A. side to
play Kent in their Southern
'Counties Amateur Champion-
ship (Senior) match at the Dol-
! phin Stadium, Slough on Mon-
iday, March 6.  Provisionat
| kick-off time is 7.30 p.m.

‘John Delaney captains the
side, which also includes his
fellow Wycombe and England

colleagues, Ted Powell and
Larry Pritchard,
(cihe ull, team isi D Wells
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