JOHN DELANEY, former Wycombe Wanderers centre half
and captain, is in line for a return against his old club on
Decermber 14. For the Blueshave eceived one o the most ex-
clting draws in the F.A. Cup — a second round home tie
against A.F.C. Bournemouth (nrites Staart Earp).

Delaney, or ‘Big John' as he was affectionately known at
Wycombe, decided to accept an offer from Bournemouth at the
end of h 1972-73 sason and has now cstablished himsel s the

mber one centre back at Dean Court. His chance toj ]
Y-lnkl came after the nnly other meeting between these two. i!dcs —
a friendly in March 7

Bournemouth filded noles than nin frt team players on hat
occasion and were out to avenge a 10.0 thrashing the Blues had dis-
fed ot o their youth team in an carlir rendly. Tnludiog sovera
players who are now with Norwich (Phil. Boyer, John Benson and
Mel Machin for nstance), he ~Cherties” fel to . shock 12 defeats
Kenny o later signed for Chelsea scored both Blues
gouls ehile i was only an Tan Rundie_own gos i the st minute
{hat ‘made the scoreline closer than the actual game indicated.

lncn:dlblyA however, not one of those Bournemouth players are
left in the Goalkeeper Davies, Machin, Powell, Benson,
Howe and Boyer all joincd manager John Bond at Norwich. whilé
the other members of the team moved to different clubs.

Bond's departure to the then First Division Norfolk club, taking
with him many of the choice players, saw Bournemouth's hopes of
promotion slowly dwindle away. Coach Trevor Hartley took over
as caretaker manager until the end of the season when the club

finished in mid-table — somewhat disappointing considering they
were in line for promotion carlier in the term

A the start of this scason, Bournemouth once again set the pace
with four victories in st six matches. They beat Tranmere 1-
9 gway. Gillingham 20 ol home, Hereford 10 away and Brighton
Their only defeat  during that spell was 1-0 at
Colchestr wiile hey drew 0.0 at home to Southend.

It was when they visited Preston North End that things began o
g0 sour on ey went down to @ heavy 2-5 defeat that day
and had l\vo players sent off.

In their fiext match, they lost 0.2 at home to Wrexham and then

0-1 at Blackb Those o defeals were, halied with the club's

best resull of the season - a 40 home triamph over Malcolm

Aflson's Crystal Patace but after that, the ot st in again. They

drew 0.0 a Chestrfield, ost - at Watford, 0-1 at home to Grim-
it e to Ch

¢ latest league success at home to Bury (2-1) must have becn
extremely welcom

Following that victory, Bournemuth made short work of Sussex
League amateurs Southick inthe lst found of the Cup, thashing

S o ramt o 85,000 lus Rate. Goddard scered bwo kous 15
the Tty acded anouher aher the sniereal and two further
scores from Greenhalgh and Hague completed th

In he League Cup. John Delancy came nto i own. Afer thrce
games with Gillingha e first round (1-1 away, 1-1 hom
BETTA0 Brentford): they then playea- Hartigpool four fimes before

finally going out of thecompetition. Delancy scored in all three
games but wasthen dropped for the fourih, Bournemouth osing -
T away after a I-1 home draw, 2-2 away draw and 1-1 home draw
again.

Looking at the “new" Bournemouth tean
of young talent and experience, Goddard, for instance, the hat-
trick hero on Saturday, is m\ly 17 years old and tops the goalscor-
s with eight this ters ear's rescrve goalkeeper
v a regulr firt {eamer Whil the club signed on Paync
and Howard from Rickard and Hague from Plymouth,
John Wingate from Exeler and John O’Rourke from Luton.
O'Rourke s by far the mst cxperienced member of the cam, hay-
ing, playcd. ess than six different clubs, amongst ‘them
QPR Middlesbrough, Chelsea, Ipswich and Coventy.

But even his caperience has not been enough to it the club out
of their present poor osition. They are currently fifth from
{he Toot of the able With two wins, a draw and five defeats from
their away matches. In that time, only four goals have been scored
while 10 conceded.

It i that poor avay resord that must put Wycombe in with a
chance of breaking through into the th for the first time.
verin their 80 year hisory. Unlike st year when they met an up-
and-comin chorough United, Bourncmouth are u
(Imlh(eﬂly steuggin for hei orm and willbc ansious to do el n
gatos have slumped badly this term and they

round o4

Their visit to Loakes Park could well bring in between 10,000 to
15.000 spectators.

Understandably, local reaction to the draw was one of elation.
Blues secretary Bert ay as we did against
Cheltenham on Saturday we're in with a chance. And the crowd
must be approaching the 10,000 mark.

Mansger Brian Lee described the draw as ‘near perfection:
“We must have a 5050 chan

Dave Bullu:k. \vhu came into the

against Chelten}
chance

e for the injured Gary Hand
thrilled with the draw and cager for a
[t play agamsl his former centre back partnier John
claney. “1'd love (o play against John again. Now I've got to get
R in i, then 111 bp rooting for him.

John Delagey had no doubis about the te when [ spoke (o him:

on Monday. p.u:h recently but I feel now that wg.
Rave barael the cormer, We bt no proioms against Southwick on
tarday. ' well pleased with the draw.

“The pitch is unlikely to worry the players. When I heard the
draw, I told them that the only problem is in the mind. All they
have o do is gt out mm and play.

“On card, Wycombe aren't a5 good as they have been

a gami

in the pask bt ihey e Hmand &

Another team obviously pleased with their draw is liford,
Wycombe's opponens i the F.A. Challenge Trophy on Saturdsy.
They to Southend and could well go through, while
.molhcr\nm in with a chance of making the magical thire found s
. They face the winners of the Swansea v Kettering

I Hitchin beat Cambridge tonight (Tuesday) they face Hereford

at home while Tooting vist Plymouth f they beat Crystal Pal
tomorrow. Leathes Bishop's Stortford entertain Colchest
while Weymouth or Pelerborough play Charl
A\lvunchnm v Crowa or Gates

iy or Wigan  Warafa Sack

rhead o

xS
Y E\shop Auckend v Sy Sparians o P
¥ Oarlington, Rochdale or Marine. v

Siwans

Boro or Mal
v eh
Haormen

Blockburn
Swindor
Colchastor
Chariton

g .

Trahmero
Aldershot

or Gillngha
eathorhiad v Cothester Bnumon Srentord o'y Southand Wimbieion
“outh v Tooting or Crys o, Swindon v Nuncats
. v Ashord or aterborough or Weviron
Wycombe Wandarers v Bournamouth, Chesterfild v Ooncusiu:
V Northampton. Grimsy v Bory. Harlapoo v Pon Vaie or Lo |
AQUE
HOME Gosls AWAY  Gosls
PWDLFEA woOL F
18820 176 323 8
20821 188 16312
20832209 24312
19721 2614 315 i
19830124 325 8
19721 2011 2258 1
20632 198 225 8
20832 189 225 7
207 12 1810 2 26 121
197200858 21711
205 41 1511 1 5 4 132
18521 188 24412
19621 195 145 12
19530178 155 11
20432 136 227 8
190442 9612 10713
196 13 1813 21 7 37
194 42 1611 045 8
17422028 2156 ¢
77814128 2138 4
1994321049 037 0
19441 1311 109 6
85813188 027 7
9813 1610 037 4




