MID-WEE
Stuart Earp
| Wanderers tourists for their trip to play Pistoiese and
Teramo in the return matches of the Anglo-!talixm Inter-

League Semi-Professional Tournament.

‘Wanderers leave Loakes Park by coach on: Friday
evening for Heathrow and fly out to Milan at 835 p.m.
First match is against Pistoiese on Saturday and the
players then have a break before the Teramo game on
‘Wednesday. Mid-week football
‘reports on the games from Stuart

features when he returns,

w Taly! On Fmiay spurts edm)r
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what are Wycambe s chances of reaching

of this prestigious compet;ﬂan" ‘With

home matches, the Blues must be confi

they visited Loakes Park on May 4,

- defeat, John Delaney, D

Dave Alexander got ‘the goal .

Let me fill you in 6n the set-up of the competition. Six

clubs_from each- country were invited to: compete
‘Wycombe, ' Enfield,  Wimbledon, Nuneaton, Stafford

"Rangers and Scarborough from England and Monza,.

|'‘Teramo, . Pistolese, Benevento, pdinese and Siracusa
. from: Italy. The clubs were split into three sections and
play each other on a e and away basis. The club from
each country thh e
final on Sunday, J :
i ‘Three points are awarded for a win'and one for a draw
I"and if clubs finish level on points, goal difference will
. -decide, If still level, the greater number of goals scored
will: count and after that, the greater' fumber of goals
scored away from ho!
The matches n

Wimbledon and N
| Searborough

¢ already been played ‘and
ont both games for six points.

5 a;red f‘ve and Nnneaton 4. Here a
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- English clubs — Wycombe,

oes through to the ’

four points, Stafford three and Enfield A
Wimbledon top the table as they scored seven goals .

‘showing on Italian soil. Pistoiese were. well beat

crashing ¢

rdon

gio-ltaliun competition and in the first leg at Mq
‘were given areal lesson in the finer arts of the gan
by the Italians, They went down- 10, a particularly go
o - result, and took the return feg 20 to win 3-1
nggregate
1o

Wanderers expect buth Plstmese and Ter:
e heat at home.

rers biggest challengers are Wlmbiedon Their
pp! - Benevento and Siracusa, seem to ,
eakest teams in the competition and two good wins for
the ‘Dons’ conld see them throughm the final. Wycomb

- know how efficient they are too — they played them in
. friendly at Bisham Abbey last mght ( Manday) asa final
. preparation for the tour. ~

ne thing could count against Wimbledon, howevzr
ment. Already in the home matches,
4 pood deal of disciplinary trouble and.
bledon might well find the Italian tactics away from .
tle too much to take, Any retaliation could lead
‘to dismissals, Every one of the Engllsh teams must. be

| apprehensive about the Italian tactics.

At Loakes Park some of the Wycombe playem were'
mercilessly ‘chopped down and - both Pistoiese amd :
T ha ayer booked. Much will depend ]

it wouldn’t surprise me to see  fi
le on the field, Wycombe are better equip]

~ than most to deal with the situation. In the last three

years only six players have been booked in Isthmian
1.eague matches. Manager Brian Lee, who. retires at the
‘end -of the tour after eight glorious seasons, will have:
drummed into his players the need “to keep their cool,”

All the players have been instructed to keep up ihelr

“fitness. But they will have plenty of opportunity to enjc
 themselves 'in between the twe (ar possxby
“matches.

“ It will be interesting to take a look at ¢l
the squad. Two Carnegie College students are
one of wham has signed on for the Blues next season —
C Bo!;py Davis. Steve Perrin, who joined (,ryst:d
‘also in the squad as a. guesg
g‘ap left by Tony Horseman's ab:
odger’ was unab e to make the tour this yea)
The tourists arrive back on Mnnday, Jun
forget to buy of “Mid:




Full reports

from Italy

THE many followers of
. Wycombe Wanderers will be
well served by the Bucks
Free Press and Mid-Week
over the next 10 days, The
‘Free Press’ is sending out
sports editor Stuart Earp to
| cover Wycombe's tour in full
" and readers will be given on

the spot reports on the

matches in Italy,

|

There will also be photo-
|- graphs from the games plus
 news of players for next
f-seasen's campaien,
|  Make sure of your copies
| for all the details of Wy-
\combe Wanderers tour to
{ ltaly.

Injury blow to Blues’
italian bid

WYCOMBE Wanderers,
who leave tonight (Friday)
for the return matches in
the Anglo-Italian Inter-
League Semi-Professional
Tournament, suffered two
body blows this week with
the news that two players
are doubtful to play in
Italy.

Midfield player Terry
Reardon, who had such a
fine game against Pistoiese at
Loakes Park, suffered a bad
accident at work when he
fell down stairs and cut his
knee. He needed several
stitches and is doubtful to
play.

The other casualty is Keith
Mead who cracked a rib in the
friendly against Wimbledon at
Bisham Abbey on Monday.
Keith fell badly and' played on
with the injury for some time
before being substituted. Mead's
injurv\;/ is particularly disturbing
for Wanderers as there is only
one other centre back in the
touring part — John Delaney. If
Keith is unfit it could mean
someone like Paul Birdseye
moving positions.

This news will come as a real
blow to the Blues, who must
stand a chance of reaching the
final of this prestigious com-
petition, Played for the first time
at non-league. level, six clubs
from England and Italy were in-.
vited to compete on a home and
away basis, The club with the

best overall record from each

country goes through to contest
the final.

Wanderers are well placed at
the moment having won their
two matches at home, They
thrashed Pistoiese 4-0 and then
beat Teramo 1-0. Two other
clubs in_the competition also
won both games at home —
Wimbledon and Nuneaton., Of
the three unbeaten English
Clubs, Wimbledon look
favourites after two impressive
victories. Their opponents,
Siracusa and Benevento, appear
to be the weakest Italian clubs in
the competition and that fact
could well see Wimbledon
through.

The Dons look an extremely
effective side. They played
Wycombe in the final warm up
game on Monday at Bisham
Abbey and won 1-0 with a Dave
Bassett goal. Their ability up
front could be the decisive factor
in Italy but they, and the other
five clubs involved, must be
worried about the tactics the

[talians will adopt on home

territory.
PHYSICAL

In the home matches, the
Italians had several~players
booked and two or three sent off
in the six matches. Their physical
approach to the games might

unlikely to receive much protec-
tion from the referee. The recent
England v Italy game in the
American Bicentennial tourna-
ment showed many of the un-
saxl'oury aspects of Italian foot-
ball,

With £500 sportsmanship
money going to clubs who can
avoid any disciplinary trouble,
retaliation is bot]g dangerous and
costly. In this sense, Wycombe’s
exceﬁent disciplinary record in
the last three years will stand
them in excellent stead.

The Italian clubs will have the
advantage of being match fit as
their league programme has only
recently finished, whereas
Wanderers played their last
league match on May 8.

ycombe can expect large
crowds for the games at Pistoiese
and Teramo. The Pistoiese
ground kolds 30,000 and at least
5,000 are expected to watch
Wanderers. Teramo is a2 much
smaller town but again, they are
reported to be enthusiasic about
the competition.

Venue for the final will not be
decided until next Wednesdary
after the second set of matches, It
is likely to be on the ground of the
successful Italian team,—
probably Monza., If Monza 'do
qualify for the final the game conld
well be played on AC Milan’s

well waset the tourists who are  ground in front of a bum er erond.

The prize for the winners of
this competition, which was |
previously played by
professional clubs, is a magnit‘s-"
cent trophy which will be held by |
the winners for one year. The|
placfrers also receive gold medals'
and the losing finalists silver
medals, ‘

The Wycombe tourin

arty is
as follows; Officials: R.

illiams,

. Seymour, A, Ward, J,
Goldsworthy, R. Hart, G, Cox
Staff: B, {ce (manager), J.|
Reardon (assistant manager), J.|
Sheppard (attendant). Players: J.
Delaney (captain), K. Mead, H.
Kennedy, P. Watson, M.
Gilligan, P, Spittle, P. Birdseye,
R. Davies, D. Evans, J. Butter-
field, R. Eaton, J. Priestiey, S./
Perrin, D. Alexander, T. Rear-| -
don, Press: S, Earp.

Guests in the party are Peter
Watson who played for Bishop's
Stortford last season, Martin
Gilligan (Oxford City), John
Butterfield (Ilford), Bobby
Davies and John Priestley
(Carnegie College) and Steve
Perrin (Crystal Palace). Steve,
who joined Palace from
Wycombe last season, was given
special permission to play

PROGRAMME

Saturday, June 12: Manza v Scar-
borough (8.30 p.m,), Udinese v Stafford
(7.30), Pistolese v Wycombe (8.30),

Sunday, June 13: Teramo v Enfield
(6.30), Beneventc v Wimbledon (5.30),
Siracusa v Nuneaton (6.30), &

Waednesday, June 16: Udiness v |
Scarborough (6.30), Monza v Staffard
(8.30), Teramo v Wycombe (5,30},
Pistoiese v Enfleld (8.30), Sirscuss v |
Wimbledon (6.30), Benevento v |
Nuneaton (B.30),

Sunday, June 20: Final tie (5.30 or
B.30).
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Group A: Monza, Udinngse, Srarhorough, Siafford
Rangers. Qroup B: Platoles, Teraino, Wycombe
Wanderora, Enfleld. Qraup C: Benevento, Slracussa,
Nhmbladon, Nuneaton.

Tourists fly
out tomight

WYCOMBE Wanderers' tour party In ave fay Ttaly tonight (Frlday)
\illh a flight from Heathrow Aleport ﬂ 38 pan, Losing one hour |||
gt they arrive nt Milan at 11,20 p.
Irit, ston for the taurlsts fs Muun' ( fint aftor & fong journey by
coach, Tontorrow (Saturdny) Wanderers Imve nwlr ﬂrrt RAme against
l’l\l fese which kleks u[l' |II (Vn' evening at 8.4

fler the game, th oWl to l(lt‘(’ldum v\ rn' they will bie stay.
ilu. untll the Feranto game |n-\l Wednesilay, The second mateh kicks ofi
at (llt earlier tlme of * .
mmlw 's movements after (he ‘Terumo gaing are not certale at the

I they rench the Tl they wiil hiave & lmvcl again fo lh(
\mu‘whﬂ Ttallan elab's ground, The final s set for & ||||duy nnd 1l
Blues return hore the followlng day, taking the n. fllgtit Imm
Milan to Heathrow,
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