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DOIT

CAN Wycombe
Wanderers reach the
third round of the F.A.
Cup again? That’s the
qnestlon everyone will
be sking when
Wycomhe take on
Reading in round two at
Loakes Park tomorrow
(Saturday).

The club had to wait 90
years to get through to
the third round stage, a
feat achieved two years
ago when they met

iddlesbrough, fmally
losing 1-0 after a replay.
Now, incredibly only two
seasons later, they have
the chance to do it again,

So what are Wanderers'
chances of gel
against their Third Division
opponents tomorrow?

n paper they would seem

0 be good. In recent seasons

oberconie

Wealdstone 1-0 in the last round
of the cup, and that with Weald-
stone reduced to nine men after
two of their players had been
sent off,

Despite these fucts, I still feel
Wycombe will have 1 produce n
five-star performance to. beat

cuding omorroy.

Jno doubting that
Reuging have hag shelr esbia
this scason. Alter winning
promotion from Division Four,
they began their campaign well,
but when the resulls bogan (0 §o
q-um Ihem. they slid slowly
down

'h ¢ summer manager
Charlie Hurley made only one
signing to supplement the side
ch finished ivision
Y'\ur with 60. pointe, elinching

e second promotion in_(hi
club's hisory. Thit was his move

up two marvellous perfor-
mances against First Divi-
sion Middlesbrough. And
last season, they lost only 1-0
jown at Ninian Park to Car-
diff City, who later_won
promotion o Division Two.
Wycombe's cup fighting
reputatio red thioughou
the Football League and thei re-
cent history n the A, Cup is

Wanderers' victory appear (o be

good, there is little doubt that

theirtask aguinst Reuding wil
cult,

C
make the mistake of under-
rating non-league opposition and
Reading are no exception.

Some will point 0 Reading's
fgcent gan of poot rsuls i the
Third Division which h
them go five games ‘Withou

n fuct, they have. only
taken three points from their
nine matches.

MORE FUEL

More fuel is added to the fire
when one considers they struggl-
ed to beat Southern League

WYCOMBE TO WIN,

WYCOMBE Wnndems
fans, from a sm:
old b
porter In his seventles,
agree on one thing — their

oy to a veterln lup-

side will beat Reading

(nmurrow and reach the
third round of the F.A. Cup

for the second time in mm
years,
This isn't just blind op-

timism of heavily committed
supporters, Wanderers' per-

formances against recent
league clubs backs their

claim that Wycombe are on

a with many clubs from
u|||; ity iahor Joagues,
most optimistic

[urecull came from the
oungest of the dozen or so
¥||l|s Inltrvicwed before
Saturday's 2-0 victory over

thall.

Kevin Hearn, aged 11, of
Spurlands Road, Great
Kingshill, who has been

!ollewlng the Blues for five
thin yenr we met Middlesbrough
we only just beat Marlow 1-0

t ol
their games this season,
Wycumbe have got the
talent but has some  reser-

to nume the scorers. His vations uhoul the nlu(.e hur

u
players don't Fook s though
they are enjoying themselves
like |h=y used to in the uld

n
et @ hat-trick while Dylan

the I?Zl side, which mclud

reason for Wycumbe success

Rutland Avennn also thinks
Wycombe's defence is their

a of
wIlI be 2-0 — he uhnuld know

defence. We are mauul o any
Dlvlslon 3 slde and [ reckon
we'll wi

HORSEMAN FANS

‘Bodger' Horseman cor-
tainly has u lot of fans down
in the shed and one of his

STORY BY
MICHAEL KNOX

main supporters is Ron
Langston of Orchard Way,
olmer Green, He predicts
a 3-1 victory with Horseman
scoring one of the goals.
Ron's still amazed at how
much height Horseman at-
tains when he goes for a hiy h
ball. *1 don't know what
puts in his boots but he’s sull
marvellous in the air." But

e-half
ERil Do wee. hee provei
good value for his £8,000 price

nett's signing wi
cchanty aes S coes
regalar No. § Geof Barker qui
the game during the summer.
Barker wasn't satisfied with the
new contract offered to him, and
when he discovered it would not

Wycombe v,
Reading
preview hy
STUART EARP

be improved he quickly found a
L as a representative for a

uilding company and moved
back to his native

UNHAPPY

Unfortunately for Readin
Barker was by no means the only
player unhappy with the Club's
wage offerfor Diviion Three,

of the squad signed a
new contract untl they had met
club chairman Frank Waller to
air their grievances. Some extr
money was cventually forthcom-
ing — but the good fecling
engendered by promolion in the
1pnnp«n1qu Kly forgotten.

at promotion was
achieved clght months igo, 1o
fewer than seven of the 16
plavers concerned have usked
for” transfers. Four of them -
obin Friday, Steve Hetzke,
Tommy Youlden and Dennis
Nelson — are now on the list at
their own request,

Three more — Steve Death,
John Murray and Mick Hollis —
have been told they must stay at

P A Eamonn
Dunphy, the players' spokesman
in their protracted wage

=

negotiations, was give a frec

REPLAY DATE

SHOULD tomorrows F.A. Cup tle
Fim Park, Rending, with
stand tickets (nr lhe replay will be on s

set for Wednesdn
In the event of a drs

Loskes Park on Sundsy morning from

and Tuesday evenings from 7-9 p.m.

and i
spectators wil, ur esurse, b able to'go lhmulh The turuallen s novmak
s gama be called off due (o the weather, the cluby

2
z

end in

b replay has been
0 kick off,

oon and on Mo
s only will be o

ale ns

must play ihe mateh (& Wycombe) by the following Thursday. A date

can be agreed between the two clubs before the Thur

Referee

REFEREE for tomorrow's F.A.
Cup-tie_between Wycombe
Wanderers und Reading it Mr
John Homewood, a F.LF.

Tiial, Bie. Homiwood, vab 1a
charge of Wycombe's games
against_Pistoiese in the
Italian Tournament last season,

3

Ron concedes that ‘Bodger'
is coming to the end of
reat career, "I think this is
hu last !euuon x!l the top, but

ik {Nyu)mbu will
field the same side s they
did against Waterlooville
and as they play 90 minute
football and have a lot of
character, 1 think they will

This view is shared by
Michael Coster from Monks
Risborough, who names two
reasons for the victory
“Wycombe have good
teamwork and I feel the
slope is a great advantage.”

FEMALE SUPPORTERS
The Blues are not short of
female s\:rpumrs and two of

them added their voices to
the choir predicting a home

win. Mrs May Mole of

Totteridge, who follows
them to most matches, says

Fixtures
WYCOMBE Wanderers have re-
arranged two Rothmans Isth-
mian Ler; matches. Next
Saturday (December 18) lhe( are
Tuesday, December 28, they are
at home to Croydon. Both kick
offs are at 3 pm.

SAY T

“They stand 4 really good
chance and 1 take them to

Mrs Elsie Bradfield, of
Orchard led, High
Wycombe says. 1
shull win Tor T ot faith in
my team especially in my
favourite player, Tony
Horseman,*

However, two of the

'ycombe fans interviewed,
have their doubts. Edward
Messenger of Kennett Close,
Terriers, says, “Wycombe
ought to be able to draw up
here und w.n ruh.xbly have
the Then | ink
Readingwillwin the r:pny

Mr Messenger neyer mi

4 home match until he

Wis taken i In September.
Suturday was his first outing
since then and he chose u
chilly day for his return. “I
slipped “on the ice as |
entered the ground,” he
chuckled.

transfer just six days after signing
act.

“This suggests unrest amongst
the playing staff, but
nevertheless, Reading's
preparation. for tomorrow's
game has been thorough. And it
includes the use of o sloping
pitch near Elm Park in an
attempt_to acclimatise to the
Loakes Park sloj
g Mhey are fully “aware of the
Wycombe and club
Siaial have Doen down to
oukes Park on scouting mis-
sions several times this season.

READING 44-3

Manager Hurley has nnma
the team that was due to
York City last week in Sion
Three with a_change of sub-
gitute. He brings in defender
Tommy Youlden, recently bacl
after injury, for striker vick
Holls Whigh suggests s firs
aim is to insure_against defeat,
Reading. will, however, play

rley's counterpart, Ted
Porul o kosping b oarc closs
1o his chest and will not name his
side until 2 o'clock tomorrow,
seems fikely that the maqager
will ficld the side thai (beat
Waterlooville 2-1 in_the lust
cound although Ted might muke
4 change in midfield.

Mm,h will depend on the h)lm
of Wycombe's Tront three. 1
Blues' defence has been |m||nlﬂ
cent in recent games and shoul
do u good job in containing \n
Reading forwards. Midield also
scems evenly matched  whicl
leaves u great deal on the
shoulders of the home strikers.

Manager Powell will have
drummed into his players the
need o treat Reading with ever
respect and they know they
have 10 be on their bes fofm 1o
overcome the opposition, A near
capacity srowd will certanly

‘anderers an extra boost
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F.A. CUP, ROUND 2

Alan Phillips, who scored the only goal in Hendon's
-0 victory over Reading In the cup last y

No foregone
conclusion
says Alan

ASK most people around High Wycombe how they rate
Wycombe Wanderers' chances against Reﬂdmg und
you'll probably get the answer ‘a home win'. But one
man, more experienced than most in FA Cup football,
feels it will not be as easy as that (writes Stuart Earp),

The man in question is Alan Phillips, the Blues centre hnlf
who is likely to receive \pcunl attention tomorrow at Loake:
Park. The reason? It was Alan who sent Reading Lﬂl!hlﬂ
out of the Cup last wamn when he scored the only goal of

R the game for Hendon at Claremont Road.

Alan remembers the goal well. "It came from a set piece
nller about 60 minutes, ﬁ bby Childs sent over the free kick
John Baker flicked the ball on. The marking was sur-
pnsmgly lax for professionals and | headed in from about
eight yards. It was a similar goal 1o the one against Merthyr
ut Wycombe this season.”
Apart from thi glory of that gos), Alar tells-an amusing
story of the Hendon v Reading game which was in the first

Sithough Reading will ot be round

without support as over 3000 of
expected (o mke
|h(‘k‘hurl Juumty to Loukes
Parl
Speetators are requested to
arrive early to avoid a last-
minute rush and the turasilos
will be open from 1.30. Those
ng through the gate are also
requested to have the correct

mone ard Wp aaults,

Op chil AP,
hc\m [ e top
gate o

The draw for the third round
of the F.A. Cup will be made on
Monday at 1ofb i,

ANS!

Another fan expecting a

draw at Loakes Park is
William Keen of Rutland
Avenue, High Wycombe,
who has been watching them
for a murathon 58 years,

“We will get at least o

druw with Reading," he said,

we are equal 10 i

Iul uf sides in Division Three

and Four." But he was more

cnlhusmslu when he added,
b |

ink we'll win the replay
1-0.
There's one man from

Wycombe who does not ex-

cct a home victory. Paul
Cander of Carrington Road

mknm that with Robin Fri-
diy up front Reading will
win 2:0, But Paul, who has
lived in Wycombe for 10
f“"“ is not being ut all
o

oyal to his team because —

of all things — he i

Reading supporter and hut

been for many years!

“1 wasn't feeling too good on the day and 1 had lost my
voice on the Friday before, | remember the players saying
they would enjoy the game far more without my usual com-
ments coming from behind them. Poor Dave Yerby suffered
the most. Throus ighout the game I kept thumping him to
shout at the pldyer
But although he has already been on the wmmng side once
ainst Reading, Alan feels that tomorrow's game is
anything but a foregone cundu un Vlv main worry is that
everyone is tipping us o ure a good side and |
keep telling pcoplc they il tnn ml Ranaful Tor us.

“We will have to be at our very best to win this one and if
we do play us well as we can, then we'll give them a hell of a
wame.

“But we can't afford to have some players in the side off
form, If only four are )Iuymgun top form, we could struggle,
We need the whole le s

Alun feels Wycombe WI" have to harass the Third Divi-
sion club from the start. He says: “Basically professionals
are more skilful than non-league players. Therefore we must
chase and harry them to upset their rhythm.”

Two things in Wycombe's favour, says Alan, are the crowd
and the pitch, “The crowd will help us considerably while
the rmh is never easy whcn you pl.ly onit for the firs{ time.

s not casy to adapt Park and on some oc-
casions it can be worth a guul start, l!ul there can be no com.
l nts ubout the surface which is second to none in the

Cup giant klllmi us been part of Alan's career for u
fung time, This will bo_hs soventh crack a s Footbdl
League team and so far his record reads Won 2, Drawn 3
Lost 4. Apart from the win over Reading, he was in the
Wund‘rtri team that drew und beut Bournemouth two vears

ago, followed of course, by those two epic matches against

iddlesbrough.

With Hendon, hu has. mcl Swindon, Plymouth and New-
castle. Hendon 1-0 t indon at_home after the

cuding game e w< on, while Plymouth beat them 1-0
wnh agoul in the dying seconds ut Home Park.

Newcastle matches must hold a_special place in

\l.m s memories. They were watched by 30,000 at St James
Park when Rod Haider equalised to mnke the final score 1-1.
Alun was marking one Malcolm MacDonald in that game
.uu.l kLm him pretty quiet too! It was a different matter in the

¢ ough, when Supcmm scored (he first goal at Wat-
Inni u\ Nu\ruhllc s4-1 trium,

The former Wycombe Vklppcr hus ulso got his name on the
scoresheet a few times in cup matches, Apart from the winn-
ing goal for Hendon last year, Alan scored a beauty against
Merthye Tydfil three yeurs ago when playing for Hendon,
\Vundcrnrw fans will remember just how close he came to
scoring for the Blues against Mldjdluhruu h at Loakes Park,
A couple of inches the other way and Alan’s header could
have won Wycombe a home tie with Sunderland in the
fourth round. It was the closest Wanderers came to scoring
against mighty *Boro,

on numli‘ng‘s RON LANGSTON ALBERT LUNNON KEVIN HEARN EDWARD MESSENGER MRS ELSIE BRADFIELD ALF ROGERS PAUL CANDER ... Alan Phillips ends up on the deck after
team and pictures. ... Wycombe have the " lues defence s the - ..Horseman hat-trick in - .. Reading to win aftera . .. faith in the Wycombe - - - Maskell equal to two . .. lives in Wycombe but his hoader had flashed inches pi Middlesbrough
to succeed strong polnt 6-0 win replay team o pers ipports Reading upright at Loal
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Charlie Hurley . . .

'Wycombe have e

hing to gain, w

ave a hell of a lot to

Hurley's respect
for Wanderers

READING manager Charlie Hurley is under no illusions about tomorrow’s F.A. Cup
tie against Wycombe at Loakes Park.

Hurley knows full well the
size of the task awaiting his
players and says: “On the
day 1 expect Wycombe to
raise their game con-
siderably. After all, they
have nothing at all to lose
while we have a hell of a lot.
It is a one-off job for them
and anything can happen in
this type of cup tie.”

But anyone who thinks the
Reading boss is waiting for
the inevitable is wrong. “We
are certainly not frightened

‘ycombe and in fact, we
are looking forward to the
game.”

Hurley's respect for
Wycombe comes from his
experience of the non-league
game. He told me he and his
scouts have watched nearly
70 non-league matches this
season in searching of possi-
ble players, even delving into
the partan and
Athenian Leagues.

Reading have watched
Wycombe three times
already this season, before
the cup draw was an-
nounced. Said Hurley:
“Myself and my assistant
have seen Wycombe several
times. We had a look at a
player but I'm not saying
which one.”

Although it
speculation, | gather the player
under the

ing a lot of godls early in the
season,

1 asked the Reading manager
about his eam's performances n
Division Three this season. -
Sy (6 it o
then things started to go wrong
sl meAE Lok nly e
from a team of 13 or 14 players. 1
Have iried (o sign new players
but there is not
around_ and it searching  for
plavm isalong, hard slog

njuries fo some “of the
pla\{ers didn't help either,” he

Currently, Hurley has 17
players under his wing but four
of those are transfer listed which
suggests they are not happy at
. He singled out

Sosiieencs: Bitve Toch aad
several defensive players who
have performed consistently
lhmuxh the seasor

Of Robin Fnday. the manager
says: “Robin had two great
seasons with us and was player of
the year tvice, Bul he hasn'
settled this season and w;
better standard of foo(ball "Vou
can't blame him for that

Hurle rememhcn last
season’s ismissal at
Hendon, Wycomhe fellow

Rothman’s Isthmian League
club. “Hendon began the game
really well and we had to soak up
the pressure. They scored
through their centre half but we
had enough chances in the se-
cond half to have wrapped the
game up. Although we were d
appointed in going out in tl
first round, we felt that promo-
tion was our main aim and, of
course, e got it later ih the
season.”

SOLID TEAM
He feels Wycombe will be a

similar proposition tomorrow. “I
ick out individual
Wycombe players but colleciive-
e a very solid te
e of it players are ex-
pecienced in these situations
against Ieague clubs and many of
them are capable of playing in
Divisions Three and Four o

“Players in non-league foot-

ballseem to enjoy thet football
re more relaxed and U

ae 15 never over the heads for
they have a full time job as well
as their football. I suspect many
non-league footballers can earn
as much as some professionals
and i ths way, they have
best of both wor

‘This is Charlie Hurley's fifth
ear in management. As a player

& won 40 caps for Ireland while
his Footbail League carcer in-
cluded four years at Millvall, 12
at Sunderland and two with
Bolton Wanderers.

FIRST CAP

His finest moments came
he won his first cap for
Ireland and when he was signed
s a_professional — ‘every
schoolboy's dream.”
Other memorable moments in
is
Sunderland won promotion from
the Second to the First Division

Roker Park and when Reading
clinched their Third Division

spot last season.
1t seems  good run in the F.A.
cup is one of Hurley's next am-
bitions but he knows that if it is
to come this season, he has a
large hurdle to clear at Loakes

Park tomorrow,
SE.

ON a cold February
evening in 1871 a Mr J.
E. Sydenham and a few
friends got together at
the old Bridge Street
Rooms in Reading to
talk about forming a
new football team.

From their meetin
Reading . Football Club
came into being, and, still
going strong in its 106th
year, is the seventh oldest
in the Football League.

Only Notts County and
Preston (formed in 1862),
Stoke City (1863), Nott
tingham Forest (1
Chesl:rﬂeld (1866) and Shel‘-
field Wednesday (1867) have
been in business longer.

This is Reading’s 100th
season in the F.A. Cup, and
only Notts County of the
current league sides have
been entering for longer.

In their early days the
Reading team changed their
home ground pretty fre-
quently. From Reading
Recreation Ground they
moved to Reading Cricket
Ground then on to Coley
Park in 1882, and again to
Caversham Cricket Ground
seven years later. It was
necessary to take a ferry
across the Thames to see
their games at Caversham,

1890's the club
began to develop quickly —
1hcy joined lhc Southern

turned
prol‘esslonal in 1898 and with

Interest in them growing
rapidly, they moved to their
present Elm Park head-
quarters the following year.

Just before they changed

A look back into the history of
Reading Foothall Club

to professional status the
club suffered the worst
defeat in their history,
crashing 18-0 to the great
Preston team in the first

ound of the F.A. Cup in
1893, That ssill stands as the
biggest defeat ever suffered
by any of the present 92
League clubs.

Reading’s next mllesl one
came in , when the
Football Leagde_increased
its size to take in a Third
Reading
qnlckly joined its South sec-

9

I didn't take them long to
make their mark.

In 1925-26, when only one
team went up from Division
Thues South.. Reading won
the championship — but

only after the closest or

hoto-finishes. Plymouth
Argyle needed only to draw
their fina > at
Gillingham to clinch that top
spot, while Readine had to
beat Brentford and pray that
Plymouth would be beaten.
hile Plymouth never
looked like getting a point at
Gillingham, finally going
down 2-1, Reading’s Fran
Richardson and Hugh Davey
sent the Elm Park crowd
wild with delight by tearing
Brentford to pieces.

Richardson scored four times
as Brentford

stormed up to Division Two.
But they found the higher
grade of football an uphill
Sirugale and the. 14th position
they uchicyed in their first
season uj e highest_ place
they BN, coer rescbi I tha
League. After just five seasons in
Division Two Reading were
ielegated —ironicalyafter 3 .1
defeat at the hands of old rivals
Plymouth
W

e were a Second
Do B B Readmg
had their best-ever F.
i A T vl
90 finutes of o Wembley Final
n 1926-1. Weymouth, Southend,
Manchester United {ater a se-
cond replay at Villa Park), Port-
smouth, Brentford and Swansea
were all knocked out before the
eventual winners, Cardiff City,
beat them 3-0 in the semi-final at

READING’
100th YEAR
N F.A. CUP

However, their second spell
out_of Division Three ended
after just five seasons —
ended {riumphantly on April 24
this When 8’ 2.2 dlaw at
Cambridge " United_ensured
ading the second promotion
of their history.
hoping that

history will repeat itself again —
and that promotion will be
followed by a record Cup run,
justas it was half a century ago.
This season started with much
promisc for Reading bul it pow
scemg to be turning sour. The
club has been suffering a run of
fextRle rebit i lat G
when it looked as
though they v v poised (0.8
4 promotion chailenge for the se-
cond consecutive season.
manager Charlie Hurley is busily
searching for new players to hal

z
£y
=28

he sli
‘Although the beginaing of
thelr programme ws lon-heayy
with away fixtures, they could
havc gone o the top of the table
ey had won at Peterborough
on Sehismber 14, Thay déssreed
{o do just that, but after leading
into the second half they even-
taally Tos o the last kick of the
gam

However,

‘The record Eim Park crowd of
33,042 qaw Richardsop score the
only goul of the game 18 the At
round te agais: Brenifo
ack i hird leuun.
Reading wcrc always one of 1
strongest sides, four Ilmc!
bl sunneshp befare Tl
Iy geltng out afer 40 years
y did so — in their
centonary seasn 19707 U
as at the wrong end,
sinking into the tunrlh Dmsmn
osing 2-1 intheir final
game at Aston Villa \\hen.lpuml
would have kept them u

Match ball

KEEN and Busby Ltd, the sports
outfitters, have supplicd the
match ball for tomorrow's game
between Wycombe and Reading.

On radio

THE Wycombe Wanderers v
Reading F.A. Cup-tie will be
featured on io 2
tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon.

aud Pertimbin
kept. them in, the picture, and
then a convincing 4- Incald:rby
victory_over Swin n Oc-
{ober 3 taok them up o the
promotion tr

Since that Swindon triumph,
“however, the bubble has burst in
the most dramatic fashion with
the resull that Reading have
taken just three points from their
last nine games.
months' absence
through injury of experienced
striker Ray Hiron and the failure
of Robin Friday to recapture s
consistent scoring form ol
Tist Owo seasons have proved ex-
tremely costly.

Now Reading desperately

:d new men Lo improve their
position, nd they will be much
more likely to afford them if they
can beat Wycombe Wanderers
and earn a third round tie against
one of the first division giants.

% FACTS AND FIGURES sk

Reading’s record victory ince
turning professional in (895 i
102 Ggans Crystal Palace in
Division Three South during the
194647 scason,

chk ap(m holds the ucma
num| r! rances 1ol
Re-dln with 493, Dick played

1955 to 1970 and o
Epm DR L gt pio i

Reading’s best-ever season in
the Football League was in 1926-

27 when_they finished I4th in
Division Two.

In 1893-94, Repding crashed to
F d in the first round of the F.

nghul goalscorer in a scason
at Reading is Ronnie Blackman
who grabbed 39 goals for the
club in season 1951-52.

Ted Drake and Roy Bentley are

among the list of Reading
‘managers since the war. Others in-
clude Joe Edelston, Jack Smith,

Harry Johnston and Jac!
Mansell.
Reading's record transfer fee

received for a player was £60,000
by Southampton for winger
Tommy Jenkins in 1969.

Pat “McConnell s Reading’s
most capped player. He won cight
caps for Ireland.

Reading scored 112 goals in
Divison hree South durig the
1951.52 season — a club
record.

In 1927 Readi (hy
ol g s
and 1966 they ruthed lht fourth
round of the League Cup.

Ronnie Blackman holds the
Reading record for the greatest
number of goals in total
aggregate with 156.

Ted Powell .

.“We need the mppanou behind us tomorrow against
Reading.

The supporters can
help us — Powell

TED POWELL, who took on a mammoth job in replacing the successful Brian Lee as
manager of Wycombe Wanderers this season, stands on the threshold of a major
achievement when his side takes the field against Reading tomorrow.

it lues can get
through to the third round it
will be a magnificent feat for
Powell, in only ms third year
of management, So far he
has guided Wycombc to top
in the Rothmans

lace in round three would
e almost miraculous. After
all, it took Wanderers 90
years to get there last time.

Ted, an England amateur
international and captain of
his country, has played two
games against Football
League opposition during his
illustrious carcer as a player.
But both games ended in dis-
appointment.

First occasion was in 1964
when Sutton United were
drawn at home to Aldershot
in the first round proper.
Sutton lost 4-1 and 'lPd ad-
mits the experience was not
particularly pleasant. Four
years later Sutton drew a
plum home tie with mighty
Leeds United but again there
was o be no success for Ted
as his team were put firmly in
their place to the tune of 6-0.
Ted, remembers: *‘Leeds
were a very good side and
full of experience. I was dis-
appointed by our display as
we didn't raisc our game an
just played as normal

WHAT CHANCE?
it is with those
somewhat disappointing
memories behind him that
i

Ted sends his team out
against Reading tomorrow.
oes he rate
Wycombe's chance:
e ol that s side’s
biggest problem will be off
He, like many
e e by tne
general overconfidence of
the Wycombe public, many
of whom feel that the game is
all over bar the shouting.

“If the supporters urge us
on, I'm sure we havi
chance, But itis going to be a
very difficult game for us and
we need all the support the
fans can give us,” says Te
Reading have been

rom home (at
Tranmere) and then had
their game on Saturday call-
ed off, Ted has been unable
to make his usual_careful
study of the opposition. “I
would have liked to have
seen them in action but that
won't_have much effect on
Wycombe's display. John
Reardon, Alan Phillips and
mysell all know a fair bit
about Reading and some
friends in professional foot-

“,
o

ball have told me about
them.”
Ted feels Rending’ front theee

for < the real danger men
St St it Rl Pomssd o
major threat. But the manager is
more than happy about his mid-
field three wh cels, s se-
cond to none in lhc Isthmian
League. OF the defence, he say:

“The back four have done excep-
tionally well over the last six

games, cspecilly Alun Plillips
and Keith Mead. Only four goals
Gonceded in our last ten Games
speaks for itself.

UNSETTLED
Powell points out that
have been unable to
field a settled team in recent

weeks, which he thinks might in-
dicate the club is not happy at

in the non-

and full time game.
“The gap between the two has
reduced a lot in recent

e professional but
they are better off in the non-
league game.

NO SURPRISE

“Some non-league clubs are
better organised than league
clubs and it no surprise that the
non-league clubs do well in the
FA. Cup. They arc all well
organised and i they can play 10
per cent above their best against
a pro’ team who are slightly off
form, they are bound to do
well.™

e top six clubs in the
Rothmans Isthmian League
could hold their own in t
Fourth Division certanly, if
they time the

o
U is that sort of confidence
and beliel that will ‘stand the
Blues in Eood stead tomorrow,
As Ted p
play,
pressure,
chance.”

we are in with a

Action from previous rounds of the F.A. Cup

Wanderers won 3-1 and then beat Waterlooville 2-1 away in round one.

Reading’s only goal against Wealdstone in the last round. Above: Robin Fnday Grasses 1o the fer. pon when (below) the
Wealdstone full back fails to clear and gives John Murray the chance to shoot home.




TWO NON-LEAGUERS CERTAIN

For although none of
the four non-leaguers
who were drawn against
each other — that’s
Leatherhead, Wim-
bledon, Tooting and
Mitcham and Kettering
— can have been par-
ticularly pleased to meet
each other in the second
% round, they know they
! have the chance of a
dream tie i
round.

Everyone, especially the

in the next

Press, loves the non-league
giant-killers and year after

car it is the Wycombes,

imbledons, Tootings and
Leatherheads who capture
the main headlines. But is it
all that surprising?

The gap between full-time
professional football and the
non-league game had been
rapidly decreasing in recent
years, And don't think that
these giant-killing acts are
Jjust one-off affairs. They're
not. Wycombe's football

over the years has been on a

sion_soccer while many a
Division Two club might
have been embarrassed by a
trip to Loakes Park.

ince the sgonsnrship of
Rothmans in 1973 the accent
on skill and sportsmanship
has brought the best out of
top Isthmian League clubs
who are now free to con-
centrate on skill and need
not fear the physical clubs,
That 1h its6lf Has miproved
the standard of the non-
league game.

Looking at tomorrow's
programme in the cup it is
difficult to predict just which
of the non-leaguets will get
through to the third round.
Down at Fetcham Grove,
Leatherhead have accounted
for many a league club scalp,
amongst them Northampton,
Colchester and Cambridge in
recent years. But
Wimbledon “are a different
proposition.

Two famous cup sides who
send. shivers down the
ines of the league clubs,
rawn against cach other. 1t

par with at least Third Divi- ,
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~ TO REACH
ROUND 3

WHATEVER happens at Loakes Park tomorrow, the followers of non-
league football can be certain of at least two clubs in the big F.A. Cup third
round draw which brings in the First and Second Division giants.

perienced while Wimbledon
are not the side of last year
that won the Southiern
League. Much will depend
on Chris Kelly and his front
runners,

The other all non-league
clash sees Derek Doogan's
Kettering take on Tooting.
Kettering have already seen
off Oxford United away from
home after a replay but the
might find Tooting more dif-
fic did
marveliously last year to
reach the fourth round but
have a nasty habit of con-
ceding goals which could
prove the ultimate difference
tomorrow. It will be close
but Kettering must be fan-
cied by the odd goal.

ENFIELD SWITCH

But what of the other non-
league clubs in action? En-
field take on Crystal Palace
and have decided to switch

¢ away from
Southbury Road. Although
this is probably the best bet
financially, they will un-
doubtedly take some of the
atmosphere from the match
by their action and their
chances of winning must
surely diminish accordingly.
Enfield, the Rothmans
Isthmian League champions,
have a strong squad under
manager Fred Callaghan, but
they lack consistency and a
below par performance will
surely be runishcd by the
popular Palace. If they can
raise their game on the day,
lhhough, anything could
appe

ad, a mid-table
side in the Southern League
Premier Division, can expect
a somewhat larger crowd
than the paltry 397 people
that watched lKem draw 0-0
at Leamington on Saturday,
when they travel to Port-
smouth. A good cup run is
essential to Pompey who up
to their necKs in”financial
trouble. It is that motivation
that should see them through
while Mick Mellows, the
former Wycombe forward, is
bound to warn them about
the non-league game.
Unbeaten at home for a

club who have taken 19
points from 17 games this
season,

Northwich Victoria must
be full of confidence after
their replay win over
Rochdale in the first round,
but they face a tough task at
home to Peterborough. Noel
Cantwell put Wycombe firm-
Iy in their E)Iace three years
ago with a 3-1 win at Loakes
Park. His team is not as
strong now but the Posh look
favourites to get through
although it might take them a
replay.

Northwich, however, will
Roint totheir record in the

orthern Premier League this
season, They are currently sc-
cond with 28 points from
ames and have lost only once in
their last cight home games.
MATLOCK TOP

The top club in the Northern
Premier is Matlock who have
not lost in their last six away
games. They will find life hard at
improving Mansfild.

The future has looked prett
grim for Hillingdon Borou
over the last few years and the

Tooting’s hope for goals at Kettering. Alan Ives inac:
tion against Wycombe this season.

‘orquay in the last round.

“The, L Watford at
home and although Mike Keen's
men are improving steadily in
Division Four, he must
wortied_about the task ahead
tomorrow. I take the Borough to
win this one.

1 hope Hitchin Town have niot
had all ther strength sapped by
those ames against

eymouth when they take on
Swindon tomorrow. Hitchin
drew I-1, 2.2, 3-3 before finally
beating (heir' Southern League
o . Peter Watson

scoring twic

Inspired by the fair-haired
Tony Martin, Hitchin are an im-
proved side this year, but
whether they are good enough to
account for Swindon remains to

Last of the non-league brigade
are Nuneaton Borough, who
were involved with Wycombe in
the Anglo-ltalianTournament
last_summer. Nuneaton, placed
fourth in_the Southern’ League
Premier Division, have been one
of the more consistent clubs in
non-league soccer over the years

but Lincoln look too strong on

seems a shame but only one long time, Third Division TARS

can get through and I fancy pacesetters Wrexham should
Wimbledon after a replay. prove too strong for Goole, a
Both sides are extremely ex- Northern Premier League

How they stand

Paul Giggle, the skilful Hitchin winger who will be
out for goals in the game against Swindon at Top-
iold.

The winner: Alan Phillips stoops to head home Hendon's goal in their 1-0 victory over Reading at Claremont Road last season.
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ESULTS THIS SEASON
Rothmans Isthmian Loague

stated

boraugh (hom, Laaguo Cup 1stfeg) 2-3,
-2, Potorborough (away.
i

i -1, Spennyrhoor United
h (i friendly) 5-2, Tooting and Mitcharn (h)

Handon (3] 0-3, Dagenharn (h) 1-2, Southal (o) 2-
) -2, Hitchin (h) -1, Kingstonian (s} 3-1. Bishop's Storford (h) 2:2.

Phone

A P
Siough (3 23, Tibury (6) 20, Staines (a) 1-1. Loatherhead a} 0-0, Merthye Tyalil th FA
Clop ot ual round) 3-1. Loatherhaad (h AL Cup 2nd rd) 1-0. Woking () 1:0.
Wacombe Past (h Testimonial) -4, Waterloovils (s F.A. Cup 15t round) 2-1. Sutton (o)
o1
arson 18, Kennedy 8, Hollield 6, Ketleborough 5, Evans 5. A
2 1 1 33 o

(n) 1-1, Portsmouth (8) 2-
ay (h) 0-1. Lincoln (a) -

 Tranmore (o] 1-2.

Goalscorars: Murray 10, Friday 6, Cumming 3, Hollis 3, Peters 2, Hiron 1, Nelson 1,
Goalpooearar Pel tuckey 1. Hotzko 1, Camaby 1
Dovios 4, Horseman 4. Phillps 4, Pristley 4. Price 2. M Stuckey 1. Hota

Full report of Saturday’s F.A.
Cup tie in ‘Mid-week’

SCHREIBER COPENHAGEN
BEDROOM FITMENT
REC PRICE £250.95 OUR PRICE £179.95

IARTINS Part Exchange welcomod
. PURNITURE

41-43 Totteridge Road, High Wycomhe. Tel. HW 27158
Vour friendly stora is now open six full days. Lats night Fridays 7.30 pm.




@ Gary Peters . . . a £2,600 buy from Southern
League Guildford and Dorking.

ROBIN
DANGER

STEVE DEATH (goalkeeper): At 5ft 7ins Steve is the
smallest 'keeper in the Football League, but he is un-
%ucslionub]y one of the best in the lower divisions, A former
ngland schools international, he became Reading's record
signing in September, 1970, when they paid West Ham
20,000 for him. Death, who has made over 300 appearances
for Reading, was chosen in the P.F.A, Fourth Division select
side three seasons ago.
JOHN TURNER (goalkeeper): Allhuuﬁh John has only
made 19 Football League appearances, he has represented
no fewer than six clubs, He started with Derby Coun\;,
before joining Reading for £2,500 in the summer of 1975,
having been loaned out to Doncaster, Brighton, Peter-
borough and Huddersfield during 1974-5. Last season he
layms in the final 14 games in Reading ful Fourth
Bivision ion campaign. A N John was
married last month.
GARY PETERS (full-back): Another local boy in the
Reading side — but one they almost let get away. Bracknell-
based Gary an apprentice with Aldershot, and Reading
only signed him — for £2,500 — from Southern League
Guildford Dorking, after the Hampshire club had releas-
ed him. He also enjoys playing as a striker, and in the first
game of his career up front at Darlington last season, scored
the only goal of the match after just five minutes,
STEWART HENDERSON (ful|~hncl?: Scotsman Stewart
started his career with Chelsea but failed to make the first
team at Stamford Bridge before moving to Brighton. After
eight years at the Goldstone Ground, Reading snapped him
up on a free transfer four seasons ago. Principally a full-back
Stewart has switched to midfield with some success — in his
first-ever game in that position, at Bradford City, he scored
twice in ten minutes.
DAVE MORELINE (defender): Londoner Dave joined
Reading from Fulham, his only other club, in the summer of
1974 for £3,000. He is primarily a left-back, but has also given
a good account of himself both in the centre of the back-four
and in a ball-winning midfield role. An extremely tough
tackler, Dave was one of the most consistent players in last

® Steve Death . . . smallest 'keeper In the
League, yet regarded as one of the best.

® Paul Bennett . . . a member of Southampton’s
F.A. Cup-final squad last season,

S. C. WILLOTT

season's promotion triumph.

fOf TOMMY YOULDEN (defender): Another Londoner,
LEATHER GOODS MEN'S WEAR
Handbags Scarves
Jowl Cases Tios
Wallets Silk Squares
Writing Cases Handkerchiefs
Travel Bags Glove
Dressing Cases Dressing Gowns
Brief Cases Knltwear

Evening Bags — Manicure Sets
Seat Sticks — Travelling Rugs
Umbrellas

17/19 CRENDON STREET
HIGH WYCOMBE

©® Eamonn Dunphy . .. 23 caps for Eire. Current-
ly on a free transfer

BILLIARD TABLES
5 Plywood Bed  £54.80
' Plywood Bed  £68.50
6' Laminated Bed  £86.66
Al comploto with snaokar ballsete,

IDEAL GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS

TABLE TENNIS
TABLES

6' x 3' Popular, Steel Lo

g

H

£37.26.
Dunlop Standard 9' x 6'
£6(

0.65.

Hawk 1" Top with wheels
£76.00. -
23 0CTAGON ARCADE,

HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS
TEL 37712

® John Murray . . . Leading goalscorer this
on and an England U.23 substitute.

|| |awkinsport Lt

® Stewart Henderson . . . Eight years at
Brighton before joining Reading.

FRIDAY IS THE

® Dave Moreline. . . tough tackler and one of
the key players in promotion run,

MAN UP FRONT

Tommy is in his fifth season at Elm Park after doing four
years service at Arsenal and a similar spell at Portsmouth, to
whom Reading paid £4,500 for him. This six-foot centre-back
is currently on the transfer list at his own request at a fee of

STEVE HETZKE (centre-back): A very tall young defender
with a ﬁrenl deal of potential, Sfeve is now on the open-to-
offers list at his own request. One of Reading’s few
home-bred glnyers he was signed straight from school in
nearby Newbury six Kears ago and graduated to the first team
through the Elm Park youth side.
PAUL BENNETT (centre-half): Tough guy Paul was
Reading’s only close-season signing this year to bolster their
promotion Side in Division Three, moving from
outhampton in July for £8,000. He was a member of Saints’
FA Cup winning s?und in May, although he didn’t make the
final side at Wembley. Paul, who has had plenty of First Divi-
sion experience, has proved a shrewd buy so far.
BRUCE STUCKEY (midfield): Like Cumming, converted
from an orthodox winger to a midfielder, Bruce also cost
Reading a £10,000 transfer fee when he moved from Tor-
quay three scasons ago ollowing spells with Exeter and
underland. West countryman Bruce, a talented musician,
has since been back to Torquay on & month's loan, but has
now re-established himself in the Reading side.
BRYAN CARNABY (midfield): Bryan finally settled at
Reading six seasons ago after countless unsuccessful efforts
to establish himself with other clubs, He played for two years
in South Africa before Reading at last offered him a con-
tract. Bryan scored on his league debut, but doesn’t get many
goals as his main job is the team's ball-winner in the middie
of the park. However, he did score the one which clinched
promotion at Cambridge in April.
GORDON CUMMING (midfield): Reading's club captain,
Gordon is also their longest serving glaycr. having joined
from Arsenal in September, 1969 for a fee of £10,000. A Scot-
sman, Gordon had the satisfaction of leading Reading to
promotion last term after playing in the side which was
relegated six seasons previously.
EAMONN DUNPHY (midfield): A former Eire inter-
national who won 23 caps for his country, Eamonn was the

only ever-present in Reading’s promotion side after joining
1on a free transfer from Charlton at the start of last season. A
«istinguished writer who recently had his first book
ublished, Dunphy has also played for Manchester United,
ity and Millwall, and has now been given a frec
transfer by Reading.

ROBIN FRIDAY (striker): Reading’s top scorer and their

fans’ “player of the year' for the last two scasons, Robin is

now on the transfer list at his own request, He wants a higher
rade of football — and Reading want about £50,000 for him,
¢ came to Reading three seasons ago as an amateur, having
layed for Walthamstow Avenue and Hayes in the [sthmian
cague.

JOHN MURRAY (striker): Reading's leading scorer this
Season, “Minty” was involved in his fourth promotion cam-
aign last year. He also went up with all his previous clubs —
Burnlcy, Blackpool and Bury — and has plaed in all four
divisions of the Football League. A Geordie whose transfer
from Bury (wo seasons 1go cost £4.000, Joln made one
appearance as a substitute for England under 23's.

RAY HIRON (striker): At 32 the elder statesman of the |

Reading team. Ray came to Elm Park last season after 11
years in the Portsmouth attack. When Pompey gave him a
“frec” they went straight down while Reading gained promo-
tion with Ray a regular member of the side. He has scored
over 120 Football League goals and is nearing 400 League
appearances.

DENNIS NELSON (striker): The fourth player in the
Reading squad currently transfer-listed at his own request,
Dennis and his family want a move back to the North. He
only gined Reading in March when Crewe sold him for
£10,000, just in time to help them clinch promotion. An Edin-
burgh man, Dennis played for Hibernian and Dunfermline
north of the border.

MICK HOLLIS (striker): An experienced goal-getter now |

with his fifth League club, Mick just beat the transfer

deadline in March when Stockport sold him to Reading for

£4,000. Previously with Leicester, Barrow and Chester, Mick

gul ives just outside Chester 4 few miles over the ‘Welsh
order.

® Ray Hiron . .. has scored 120 Football League
goals in nearly 400 appearances.

® Gordon Cumming . . . the longest serving
player after joining from Arsenal in 1969,

@ Robin Friday . .. ‘Player of the Year’ for last 2
seasons and a dangerman upfront.

© Tommy Youlden .
smouth in his fifth

former Arsenal and Port-
ason at Reading.

® Bruce Stuckey . .

@ £10,000 buy from Tor-
quay three seasons ago.

. Reading's midfield ball
v in his sixth season at Elm Park.

wido carriage takes typing paper long way.
84 choracter keyboard with big keys

ing keys for dots, dashes, underlines, X's
light for the forgetful

BUY.BEFORE
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AND

SMITH-CORONA

electra:

all-electric
portable

Hunts (Ayleshury) Limited,
Pembroke Road, Stocklake, Ayleshury
Hunts Office Equipment
Group,

Shart Street, High Wycombe.

OFFYOURNEXT
HOLIDAY FOR
TWO

Recommended price
£99.50 plus VAT

OUR PRICE

£83.00 pius VAT
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