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Wy

combe manager hits

out at ‘joke’ sacking

TED POWELL, who
took over as manager
of Wycom

Wanderers F.C. in
July last year, has
bcen dismissed. This
shock news was an-

nounced b lhe club
on Fri and
prompted l\catcd

comments from the
manager writes Stuart
Earp.

The reason behind
the decision to dismiss
the manager is this. On
hearing that Mr Powell
had applied for a full
time coaching post
abroad, club chairman
Mr Reg Williams decid-
ed after consultation
with his committee, that
Wycombe Wanderers
could not afford to wait
and see whether Mr
Powell took the job.

They felt that the
current state of the
season was so delicate
and important, especial-
ly with plans to be made
for next season, that
they could not afford to
wait, They therefore un-
animously decided that
it ‘'was in the best in-
terest of the club to ap-
point a new manager.

Ted Powell was bitterly
disappointed wit|
club’s decision. He said
that he informed the
chairman last week that he
hm Applled for the posi-
of Director of
Codchmg and Coach to the
national team in Malawi in
Southern Afric: e was
later asked to resign by Mr
Williams.
Mr Powell pointed out

that he had only applied
for the job — it had not
been offered to him — an
that he might not have
taken the position, even if
was essful.
Whichever way (hings
went, he would not_have
Teft the club until August.

‘STUPID®
He added: "It is stupid
to jeopardise the pluyers
cha of winning
Somothing ths scason. The
new manager won't know
what plans 1 have made —
and [ won't be able to tell
i about the players,
think the_chairman
bccn misguided and |

s has undonc
everything 1 have tried to
do at Wycombe.

“I wanted the club to
wait and see whether 1 got
the job in Malawi and sure-

‘Wh came to
wymmm | lhnughl it was
and 1 wanted

with better
players. But 'm ambitious
like any other man and it is
only right that one should
betler onesell.

ATSUTTON

Mr Powell explained
that this situation had
arisen when he was
manager al Sutton United,
the club he left to take over
al Wycombe, Whilst there,
he applied for a top
couching job in Hong
Kong. He' informed his
chajrman who was
prepared tg wat and i the
well decided
against the job and stayed
With the chub.

The job in Malawi,
which carries a_salary in
the region of £10,000, was

0 good an opportunity to

and there were nine
other applicants for the

e club belny
Wanderers, are
Me Powell will he serve
foatball manuger at

dby

On’behulf o
endeavour to ms

CLUB STATEMENT

WYCOMBE Wanderers F.C. rseased the Follgning statement tla
wesk concerning the dismisal o their marager Ted Fowell

football manager Ted Powell has Inllmnled to the clab
«hmhnsmmgouml.mmurulmmehmnnll t abroad.

rding

of the opinion thl the best Iterets of the club and

minating Mr Powell's position of

com
will »umcm. Tmmediately.
club we thank Mr Powell for his honest

ndards expected at the club and

A
Vish him very suceess i e vemtare

1y nothing would have been
1ost if they had waited to
see what transpired?

R on't sack a man
who has got his club into
the third_position in the
league unless there. is
something else going
wrong somewhere. 1 just
don't understand what they
are trying to do but as far
as I can see, it is not a foot-
ball issuc.

post, said Ted.
He dismisses

Wets well in hand for next
season and | had already
decided which players
would stay. | had also
made out a short list of
layers | wanted for next
season and had been told

: was money

“In any case, the club
would only have hud to
wait until the end of March
before knowing i 1 hud
taken the jo

SAME AGAIN
“The whole situation has
been badly handled. [ was

honest with 1he chairman
of t dhc cl;lh hulblf 1 Md;n
said anything about apply-
ing for the J(f’h T would sl
have been manager. Yet
wanted to be honest with
him and keep him in the
picture. | would do exactly
the same again if the situa-
tion arose because 1 think
itis morally right.”

How (his whole situation
will affect the players
remains Lo be seen but it is
bound (o cause some reac-
tion.

Club captain Keith
Mead told me: “Obviously
this will be in the back of
the players minds and we
are disappointed. Ted s an
cxcellent c a
£00d job for s i scason,
Itis a great shock but our
igbis toplay for Wycombe

erers and as
prafessionsl and respo

le people, that is what e
will do.
nce taking over as
manager Ted Powell, a
former player with
Wanderers, continued the
club’s run of suceess in the

Isthmian League with
Wycombe currently placed
third in the (al c also

guided them m i sccond
round of the

Reading at Loakes Park.
success came in
the F.A. Trophy when they
reached the second roun:
before going out to Run-
corn but on the debit side,
Wycombe's shock defeat
Hungerford in the Berks
and Bucks Senior Cup was
A major embarrassment

TED POWELL
. dismissed
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JOHN REARDON
.. takes over

Reardon in charge

until end

JOHN Reardon,
Wycombe Wanderers
assistant manager for
several years, has taken
over as manager until the
end of the season follow-
ing last week's departure
of Ted Powell. He was in
charge of Wanderers on
Saturday when they drew
1-1 at Bishop’s Stortford.

Mr Reardon has a long
association wit
Wycombe and was assis-
tant to Brian Lee during
the club’s most successful
period when they won
four league titles and
reached the F.A. Cup
third round for the first
time.

When Brian Lee
retired from the
management, John
Reardon agreed to stay
on to assist Ted Powell.

The highlight of Mr

Reardon’s management
came in 1968 when he
took Chesham United to
the final of the Amateur
Cup when they lost to
Leytonstone. He had
previously been a player
with United and also
managed the reserves.

of season

A man respected and
much liked by the
players, Mr Reardon, 44,
has the task of keeping
the club’s league title in-
terests alive before the

osition of new manager
is reviewed at the end of
the season.

DAGGERS GO NAP

A CLUB from the South will be
in the final of the F.A. Trophy
for the first time in five years,
later this scason. Dagenham
made surc of Y hammering
Chorley 5-1 in last night's (Mon.
days) quarter-fina} reply and
they now meet Slough Town
over two legs n the sempfinal.
was never any doubt
out the
through. They scored twice in
the frs 10 minutes and although

Chorley pulled one back, two
more gouls before halt e en-
sured the Essex club of victor

Another second half goal made it

a
M':u Werkins {2 Neville Fox

reviously knoc t
Wimbledon,” with Fox scoring

a
Russell, who was playing
for Flackwell Heath last season,
ero i their
guarter-Tinal win over

mbe on Saturday. He hit

Mo
both g
The nlhcr semi
betwee! orough or
Rienion Aliineiin,




