WYCOMBE’S current player
shortage, caused by injury and
unavailability, has been
sggravated by the non-
appearance of their talented
centre-back Steve Hardwick,
writes MICHAEL KNOX,

Hardwick had good reason to
'miss the first month of the season,
as he was in Mexico playing for
the British Universities in the
World Students games. But the
party arrived back about ten days
ago.

Since then the Wyeombe
management have been trying to
contact him without success.-Andy
Williams said: ‘I tried to ring him
this Tuesday at his office, bit ap-
parently he is away on holiday.”

Problem

I'nless Mr Williams, who is
beset with probiems, can get hold
of Hardwick soon, he will be un-
able to field him in }umormw’s

There’s no immediate prospect
of John Maskell, back injury, and
John Priestley, damaged knee,
making quick returns, while Paul
Birdseye will not be back from
holiday until the weekend.

Seo once again it looks as though
Wycombe will be forced to piay
several players in unaccustomed

positions. This is most unsatisfac-.

tory, especially as this season the
club appointed a scout to search
out for loeal talent.

At present Nicky Beach has not
come.up with any new full-backs
or mid-field players, the positions
that need filling desperately.

Mr Williams was in a glum
mood after Tuesday’s disastrous

crucial. Berger Isth League

match at home to local rivals
‘Slough.

This lack of communication
between a contracted player and
his manager does not bede well for
the future when he does return,
But in the current crisis Mr
Williams needs every player he
can get.

Hardwick mystery
adds to problems

are doing even worse, They stand
only one place off the bottom after
a disastrous start.

But they showed signs of a
recovery with a 3-0 F.A. Cup vic-
tory over Crawley in midweek,
Peter Feeley scoring twice.

This match coincided with the
return after injury of David
Russell. With Slough, perhaps
about to turn the corner, and,
Wycombe struggling, the result
wiil be watched with great interest
throughout the league.
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