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MEAD TAKES RESERVE JOB

FREE PRESS, JUNE 26, 1981

The four men at the of Wy

Reserve team job at Loakes Park.

I. Johh Maskell (far left), l-l Mlmm
hﬂ!vﬂ]ﬂnJﬂanvwm’nWﬂw while Keith Mead (right) takes

over the

Maskell leaves
after 19 years
at Loakes Park

KEITH Mead, Wycom-

be Wanderers’ veteran after such

The departure of Maskell

lieve n the maxim that

a long and money does not buy success.

defender, has taken over
as Reserve team man-
ager, in succession to
Juhn Maskell, who has
left the club after 19
years as a player and
manager.

Maskell, 38, has left
Loakes Park to become
assistant to his old
Wycombe. teammate,
John Delaney with Isth-
mian League Division
One side Oxford City.
M_JQeI.mey succeeded ‘Bobby
Moore as City manager last
month, and to complete the
virtual Wycombe takeover at
the White House Ground.
lan Rundle, who helped with
the reserves last season, is to
become Oxford's chief scout.

memorable stay at Wycombe
will come as a shock to his
many friends and supporters.
But he sr.es this step in a dif-
ferent light, although he is
sorry to leave Wycombe.

*1 was offered the job by
John Delaney, who told me it
would be a joint partner-
ship,” said Maskell this
week. “1 will just be with the
first team and this is some-
thing that obviously attracted
me.

1 weighed up every situ-
ation. It is nearer home and
the potential at ‘Oxford is
tremendous. Everything's
riﬁhl here except the playing
side.

*1 wish to dispell the no-
tion that | came here for the
money. Oxford are now of-
fering realistic wages. I be-

The policy here has changed
in that respect.

“It was certainly a big
wrench. 1 left the club on
very good terms. ['ve got a
lot of time for Mike Keen
and I'll miss people like Jock
Sheppard and Brian Lee.

B %omg to Oxford City,

askell is returning to the
club for whom he first played
20 years ago. All the time he
riayed for Wycombe, he

ved near the University
town. L
Maskell was first choice

goalkeeper for most of his 18
glayinﬁ seasons with Wycom-

e and one of the most re-
spected 'keepers in the whole
of non-league football.

Yet he never gained an
England Amateur inter-
national cap. He was un-

Staying on after all

IT seemed that Keith Mead’s eight year
. stay at Loakes Park had come to end at
the end of last season, when Mike Keen
told him he would be no longer required as
a first team player.

At the time Keen told the 35 year old defen-
d!rlluthwuldhewelmmtnnyhthe

Reserves as a player. But this was something
that Mead, a proed man, could not accept.

Stepping stone

He was determ

team manager.

*“The job appealed to u," says Mead. “I

and look forward to working with Mike Keen.

*‘I do feel I've got the respect of the pla
Mwwuuﬂrﬂemm Myfoby:m

beto youngsters
l"“"" |hn| for first team football.
here’s a hell of a difference in standard be-
twmmemnum!lmm lhapelm

I.*lwukmkﬁl(!lwwu'd&0 mow
nnrlnl’mnagenmtndperhlpc job could
behu' unoth

'm M?I-Iy
central England
amateurs. Evu in I-u.r a slower pace,
he has still proved a lo!lll ilble influence
oth defence. wil! o
experience over the years
t clubman he

invaluable and being 2 grea lﬂ
the obvious choice to

regard it as an r to have been ide

club and social facilities and
competitive golf shop.

Green Fees:
' £3 midweek
£4 weekends

Visitors welcome:

BE IN THE SWING!!!

Why not come and enjoy yourself at Weston
Turville’'s excellent 9-hole course, with super *

a well stocked

fortunate to coincide with
the legendary John Swannell.

Best save

A blg man, he was su-
premely agile and had a safe
pair of hands. Not afraid to
speak his mind, he certainly
sorted out the defence in
front of him and made his
presence felt.

He has some fond
memories, elpecm]l a tour
to Yugoslavia in the 1
.and rates his best save as the
one he made in the closin|
moments of the first matcl
with Bournemouth in the
1974/75 FA Cup run.

*“First | parried a shot from
Brian Greenhalgh and it
went straight to Les Parodi,
who caught it well. I got up
off the g undundm e a
diving save."

The match ended in a goal-
less draw, Wycombe won the
replay and so went on to face
Mldcﬁesbomugh in those two
epu: encounters.

In the replay at Ayresome
Park, Maskell played out of
his skin to earn a standing
ovation from 35,000 fans.
dfter the match.

Maskell played more than
700 first team games and be-
came regarded as a
permanent fixture and his
only regret were Wycombe's
failure to reach the FA
Amateur, Cup final.

Coach

“But [ feel I've been very
lucky. I was there at the right
time and it was a privilege to
be part of a successful club.”

owards the end of his
playing days, he became a
coacl, passing FA Pre-
Ilmmary award with flying
colours.When Wanderers re-
started their Reserves last
season, he was an obvious
candidate to 4ake over as
manager.

Under his wise guidance,
the club built up a side full of
highly promising youngsters
some of whom distinguished
themselves at first team level,

One of his most talented
acquisitions was Anton Vir-
caus, a teenage central de-
fender from. Pressed Sleal
Wycombe are hopm
complete the signin tlns
highly promising pay:r in
the near future.

Membership and lessons available.
For further information contact:
TONY HOLDEN,
WESTON TURVILLE GOLF CLUB,

NEW ROAD, WESTON TURVILLE.
Limited Membership svailable

Tel: Aylesbury 24084
lmmmmmmmmmd

So the fruits of Maskell's
labour could be felt for many
;ears to come gt Loakes

ark. One day he could even
retirn as the number one
man. “That would be the ul-
timate.” he says.
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