LOTTERY

WYCOMBE Wanderers Football
Club is to probe complaints of
marked club lottery tickets.

The club’s commercial manager,
former Wanderer’s player, Paul
Birdseye was last night (Monday)
investigating complaints from football
lottery ticket holders in Booker that
they found digits — part of the lottery
agents code — scratched off when their

tickets arrived.

Ticket-buyers in Clayhill area, all served by
the same agent, say they became suspicious
three weeks ago when they first noticed that a
small area had been scored out in the top right
hand box, marked ‘“Agents use only, do not
remove.”

By 'Cathy Loughran

One subscriber, Beaconsfield United player,
Mr Stephen Hawthorn of Clay Lane,
Booker, whose own club runs a lottery on
similar lines to the Wanderers promotion, has
no doubt that the tickets have been deliberately
scored.

He told Midweek: “The numbers or letters in
the agents code. probably any combination of a
certain formula, denote whether that is a
winning ticket or not.

“By scoring out just even one digit, the agent
will know if the ticket is a winner or a
non-winner. - T )

*“For the last three weeks every one of the 25p
tickets I've bought have been marked in this
way. It would be very easy for an agent to sell
only the non-winners and hang onto the certain
winners,” said an angry Mr Hawthorn.

Neighbour Peter Maxwell and Dave Ket-
tlewell, also of Clay Lane are also concerned
about receiving marked tickets.

“I complained to Paul Birdseye when I saw
hime at Loakes Park recently. He told me he
would look into the matter,” said Peter
Maxwell. - .

Keen lottery players, Dave Kettlewell and his
wife, Elizabeth, say they are “disgusted” at the
idea that they could be “conned” after
supporting the club’s game for many years.

“We actually do look forward to playing the
tickets. What seems to be happening is just not

on,” said Dave.
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Officially, as stated on the reverse side of every
ticket printed, no-one under the age of 16 is allowed
to sell tickets.

“When I asked my agent, a boy, his name, after
I’d become suspicious, he gave me a false name and
address,” Stephen Hawthorn told Midweek.

Paul Birdseye said he was very surprised and
concerned at the complaints.

“I will, of course investigate. This kind of thing has
certainly never happened before,” said Mr Birdseye. .
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One of the
25p lottery
tickets with
part of the
agent’'s
code (top
right hand
corner)
scored out:



