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Hitachi Cup.

Fourded
Grounds:

Lesgues.

ONE of football's greatest
ambassadors, Sir Stanley
Rous, (right), was on hand as
guest of honour on Monday to
present the Hitachi League

up to Wycombe skipper
Anton Vircavs,

But, before that, he carried
out another historical cer-
emony when he unveiled a Roll
of Honours board at Loakes

Park to mark the club's
Centenary Year.

Skipper Anton Vircavs (with Cup) and his jubilant team-mates celebrate their success in traditional
81 h.

tyle . . . with a well eamed batl

Victory tastes sweet for two goal hero Read as he
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MANAGER Paul Bence will
tomorrow (Saturday) begin his bid
to keep together the Wycombe
squad which he so sensationally
moulded into heroes this season.

After the joyous celebrations fol-
lowing Monday’s Hitachi League Cup
triumph, Bence will take his players to
watch the F.A. Trophy Final at
Wembley.

And he will use the occasion to have a
quiet word with the men he wants to lead
into the Gola League next season.

Cannot afford

“Until last week I did not know where
we_would be playing oL season, ex
plaincd the clated Blues b

“"Blit now that we are well nigh cértain
of Gola League football 1 will start
negotiating with the players on that basis."

Not surprisingly, Bence wants to keep all
the prized assets which brought glory
beyond a wildest dream in his first season
at'the Loakes Park helm.

But he knows that the Wycombe club is
run on a tight budget which he does not
want to put in jeopardy by large wage
increases.

“I hope the players will be realistic and
realise_what the club can and cannot
afford,” he stated.
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Bence is aiming to strengthen his squad

and he has a number of new faces under
scrutiny, one of whom could be talented
Harrow midfield man Steve

Bence starts RLIEK ]
ST S TASTE OF

SUCGGESS

Report by

JiM
McCANN

ut for now the Wycombe boss is only
looking as far as the club's tour to the
Algarve which begins on Sunday, May 26.

There, in sunnier climes, he will be able
to reflect — and come to terms with — the
success story which surprised even himself.

“I was confident that myself and Alan
Gane would bring success to the club but
1 thought it would take two or three years,"
admmcd Ihe Blues® boss frankly.

v ¢ done it 50 quickly s bsolutely
unbchevable and I'm di

One of the main reasons rur Wycombe s
amazing end to their Centenary — in
Bence's opinion — was 4 lack of injuries
which allowed hlm to field a settled side
almost every weel

“That bred conslslency which is always
essential for success,” he admitted.

Every Wycombe player won plaudits
from the manager but Bence had a special
word of praise for captain Anton Vircavs
and recent arrival Kevin Collins,

“Their presence | feel was absolutely
crucial in areas of vital importance,”
explained the Loakes Park manager.

It is men like this that Bence knows he
will need next term if more silverware is to
find its way to the Loakes Park boardroom.

Photographer JEFF HOLMES

captures all the best action of
Wycombe'’s Hitac!

The joy of scoring in a Cup Finall Kenny Wilson
(left) and Anton Vircavs mob striker Simon Read
after he had put Blues into an unbeatable 4-0 lead
on Monday.

Manager Paul Bence -
finds it hard to absorb
his side’s astounding
success as he takes a
firm grip on the one
trophy that eluded his
predecessor Mike Kesn

Days that will last

for another century
[ ByRolfNiven |

WYCOMBE Wanderers
took just five days to
transform their centenary
season into one that will
be savoured for the next
100 yeats. #

In ‘that time they forced

into the Gola
League and completed an
unbelievable metamorphosis
by winning |hc Hitachi
League Cup on y.

To achieve lhcu’ historic
feat, Blues withstood in-
credible pressure — pressure
that would have broken
other teams.

No-one could have predic-
ted that they would win six of
their last seven matches dur-
ing a gruelling 13 days run-in
to the scason,

Bayed

But the team, shaped into
such u formidable force by
manager Paul Bence per-
formed the impossible to
bring yet more glory to the
clul

¢ same fans who bayed

their disapproval earlier in
the season were left breath-
less with excitement last
Thursday as Blues ensured
promotion from the Isthmian
Premier Division by thrust-
ing Croydon aside 2-1 in their
final league match of the
season

Declun Link claimed the
glory that night.

Teowae Rie deadly double

that turned the tide an
ensured the vital three
points.

The' fans were then sent
into raptures on Saturday
when Wycombe vanquished
the Division | champions
Farnborough Town 3-0 in the

Heading for Wembley!
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TWO Wycombe brolh:rs could be
stepping out together on to the
hallowed Wembley turf tomorrow
(Saturday) in front of more than
20,000 screaming fans.

Alan and Neil Cordice are expected to
be included in the Wealdstone team who
d sh with Boston United in the FA Trophy
ing

is every player’s dream 1o get to
Wembley in some iy and [ ust hope the
manager picks both of us,” siid an cxcite
Alan from Rutland Avenue

Alan, the elder of the two at 30, is an
England amateur _international and a
regular member of the Wealdstone side
which has already clinched the Gola
League championship.

1Cwas his pace and flair up front that

helped the Middlesex club defeat
Wycombe Wanderers 2-1 in the second
reund of the Trophy.

“Now we have a chance of completing
the double at Wembley and is u fabulpus
way to end the season,” added Alan.

Twenty-five old Neil has struggled
to maintain his place throughout the
season but a series of excellent per-
formances recently have put him back in
the ploie:

We both want 1o win the Trophy badly,
pmu for our sister Melanie  whose
birthday is Allxu tomorrow (Saturday),”
explained Al

Alan is uuludnd in the England amateur
side 1o play in an annual four nations
tournament involving Scotlund, ltaly and
hosts Holland from June 11-15.

Hitachi Cup first ieg with a
vintage display,

Read and Mark
West graced the match with
two exceptional goals and
Declan Link %illed off any
hopes of a comeback by
adding a third in the second
half.

Their feared giant Killing
reputation now in tatters,
Farnborough were damaged
beyond repair and Wycombe
barely needed to lift them-
selves to the same dizzy
heights in the return match
on 3
They left their supporters
in sheer ecstasy by triumph-
ing 2-1 with an efficient
performance in front of 1,020
at Loakes Park.

Simon Read, the Premier
Division’s sccond  highest
scorer lashed out with a
deadly double to spark off a
night of unreserved emotion
as Wanderers celebrated in
style.

It was a fairytale con-
clusion to a century of foot-
ball at Wycombe.

They have a glistening
picce ~ of silverware  with
which to remember the past

century as they prepure to

step into fresh a future.
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THE Thames Valley

Cricket League gets
underway tomorrow
(Saturday) with new
sponsorshi from
Hetheringtons, Pretty
and Ellis.

The estate agents and
property services are back-
ing the league following the
withdrawal of Norman Re-
eves.

igh Wycombe Cricket
Club’s chances of success
this season have been
boosted by a trio of highly
notable pre-season acquisi-

The London Road club
will_have Bucks skipper
David Smith, county open-
er Andrew Harwood and
former county bowler Jone
Bone in their new line-up.

Smith has moved to
Wycombe from Slough.

But Harwood, who is on
a two year contracl with
Middlesex, is perhaps the
biggest scoop.

Last season he played at
Buckingham. But, with his
move into the big county
scene, he was looking for a
higher grade of cricket to
pln) at weekends vhen he
is not committed to
\‘llddlesex.

Bone, who played at
Reading last term, will
also help to strengthen the
Wycombe squad.

Wycombe have lost the
services of i seamer
Derek Beard, who has
returned to New Zealand.

But they eagerly await
the arrival of High
Wycombe Royal Grammar
Srhoul vice captain Sean
Sawyer to boost the bowl-
|ng Which will again have
arguably the hesk leg spin-
ner around, t York,

While it wlll be difficult

to top last season’s record
28 wins, Wycombe are
looking forward to a suc-
cessful season under the
captaincy of Alan Wil-
liams.
They will be hoping to
better their highly credi-
table fourth place last
season in the Thames Val-
ley League.

Chnmpions Beaconsfield
will begin their quest for a
record hat-trick of league
championships with a visit
from Uxbridge.

The Wilton Park side
hopes of retaining their
title were bolstered by the
return of Howard Thomas
after more (han two years
in South Africa.

John Fordha will skip-
per the side.

Paul Ashton will lead
Amersham in their bid for

a first ever league cham-
pmnsh

They open their account
tomorrow
Finchampstead.

Gerrards Cross, who
were seventh last term,
kick off their league ca
paign at home fo Tring
Park who finished bottom
last season.

More cricket on pages
25 and 38.
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JOIN US AT THE BUCKS FREE
PRESS COOKERY EVENING

A full evening’s entertainment with

¥ Cookery demonstrations by North Thames Gas

* Finals of the Bucks Free Press Supercook Competition

* Judged by Mary Berry, TV Cook and author of many books

% Cabaret and entertainment by Tony Crosse — a musical comedy act
and a skilled artist. His performance is funny, respectable, original and
popular the world over. He has just returned from working in Barbados,
Africa, The Orient Express and we are pleased to welcome him to High

ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY FOR
THE BUCKS FREE PRESS COOKERY EVENING
HIGH WYCOMBE TOWN HALL
WEDNESDAY, MAY 15 at 7.30pm

Doors open at 6.45pm

Admission 50p in advance, £1 at the door.

COOKERY EVENING

ickets for the cookery evening at 50p each.
| enclose a cheque or postal order made payable to the Bucks Free Press for €......

B Post to: Cookery Evening tickets, Sales Promotions Department, Bucks Free Press, Gomm
J| Road. High Wycombe or take this coupon to our office in Castle Street, High Wycombe.

Address.
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