
Go/a football . .. Hitachi success ... 
Link's bombshell . .. FA Cup glory. 
bonus flare-up- it's all 
happened at Loakes Park 

SANTA may not be piling any Christmas bonus money in the stockings of 
Wycombe players but who would argue that the boys in Blues have earned 

the ir corn during one of the most momentous years in the club's history. 
Promotion to the Gala League, Hitachi Cup success, FA Cup glory ... it 's all happened 

at Loakes Park. 
A year that started ~o badly blossomed, so much so that the ugly subject of money - or the lack 

ol"it- reared its ugly head. 
But even the controversy over FA Cup bonuses money has kept the Blues in the public eye. 

The departu re ofstriker Declan link. a gifted goal scorer who lit up manyorthe duller days at Loakes Park, 
wasthesaddestpointoftheycar. 

But most of the time Wycombe have been riding on a crest of a wave. 
~I nc is a blowbybloJw account of 1985 ... read on and savour, Blues fans! 
Wycombe began 1985 "ith a hangover. Thctr New Ycar"s Day defeat at Windsor and Eton in the Isthmian 

league prompted manager Paul Bence to warn of ··major chanJes". . 
Goalkeeper Gary l ester was certain ly not navour of the month m February. His needless second half blunder 

ended Blues' FA Trophy dream us they crashed 2- 1 at Wealdstone in the second round. 
Wycombe's re markable 18-match unbeaten nan i'l the Isthmian l eague finally ground to a halt at Tooting 

and Mitchum. The run, which began in February and included an eight match winn ing sequence, ended on 
April 18 when they lost 3·2. 

But it left Wanderers sillingprettyinthirdplaccandchairman Briunlccannounced thcclubwouldmovc 
into the Gola league if the chance u.rose. 

May will go down ~s one of the proudest _mo nths ~n B_lues' history: After several s~arc s and shock defeats, 

th?'h::.i n~~~~ ~!~t~i~,,~~ ;~o~~~t i~~ 1 byb~c?cn~~i~i;gc~~~;~o~n i~h~h~i~hw~~~ r!~:~~r n?a~~'hi~~- the season. Blu11 had plenty to c1l1br•t• during 1985 .. 
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The joyous scenes continued when Paul Bcnce"s side 
lifted the Hitachi Cup for the first time in the club's 
history. 

After defeats in the two previous finab, Wanderers 
landed the Cup by winning 3-1 at Farnborough Town and 
doing just enough at home in the second leg. 

upT~os~~:~s ~~~~r~~~c~11";~r: ~i~~a~ the official thumbs 

Reserve manager Alan Ackrcll left loakes Park in 
Junewhcntheclubannouncedthcyweredisbandinghis 
side in favour of a squad system . 

Boss Bence completed a truple coup in July when he 
emiccd three players - Neal Stanley, Des McMahon 
and Sean Price - from his old club Wokingham. 

All the big success stories and 
trauntatic ntontents oll985 

Wycombe started the new season in exactly the same 
way as they had finished the last- winning silverware. 

by Tdhce?ea~~:;~h~mg~f;~~uSu~~~~ ~~i~~~ ~-tlh~i~~c LD~~~ 
Charity Shteld. 

Wanderers' first tentative steps in the Gola league 
confi rmed their worst fears aboc.u the physical side of 
nun-league's top night. 

They were bundled to a 1.0 defeat by Runcorn at 
loukes Park in their first match 

But two days _late r they outl :med bruising Barnet to 

~~tl :tth;~~~~;t :~~~orfrd~ ~~~e~~~~~i:~o'~e~t~ures:t~~l~s~ 
Barnet. 

lester continued to sparkle in the opening weeks of 
the season. 

In October Wanderers could hardly believe their ears 
\\hen the FA Cup fourth qualif)·ing round brousht them 
face to r~ce w1th last season's conquerors, Burton 
Albion! 

They recovered from the shock of such an incredible 
cotncidence to exact sweet revensc over Burton with a 
I-011inat l oakesPark . 

Wrcombe cove~ed themselves in FA Cup glory in 
Nol'tmber. But 1t was a month also soured by 
controversy and crowd trouble . 

The club recaptured some of the old Blues spirit to 
shock Fourth Dwision Colchester in the first round of 
the FA Cup at loakes Park. 

They did so on merit with goals from Mark West and 
Simon Read . But ugly crowd scenes marred a perfect 
day. 

The resu lt was even more commendable because just 
ti• O weeks earlier leading scorer Declan l ink dropped 
a bombshell by announcing he was leaving loakes Park 
to start a new life in the United States. 

Manager Bence then hit the headlines-locallyand 
nationally when he slated Wealdstone after the West 
l ondon club had beaten Blues 2-0in :t bruising league 
clnsh. 

FA Cup fever continued this month when Blues 
marched into the third round for only the second time 
tn their history with a 2-0victoryoverSouthern l eague 
side Chelmsford Cit)". 

Simon Read maintained his record of a goal in every 
round while lks McMahon produced a 30-yard stunner 
to book Wycombe"s place with the professional giants 
inthenextround 

Despite the eff?rls of the dub to segregate fans, 
violence reared •ts ugly hc:td ad W)combe and 
Chelmsford hooligans clashed outside the ground. 

The sa tisfied smiles on the faces of Wycombe playeD 

~~~cnkt\~ t~~~~dt~0T~::;r:gi~~~~~ ~~:h dfl~e~ P~~kcC1,/ 
Da)·s fntercontroversyrugcdugainattheclub.A bitter 

outburst by captain Anton Vircavs, about players not 
receiving a cash bonus for their cup efforts, was 
highlightedbythcnationalpress. 

"We make the amateurs of Corinthian Casu als look 
like millionaires."' said the ce ntral defender. 

Vircavs spoke to the Bucks Free Press of his fe~r of 
being branded a money-grabber follo"ing his outburst. 

is ~~~~~~e ~~·.!!os~i~eti~cea~ .a··T):s~>·!!~~~~ b;~~~-~:! 
to ~~~~/Pf~ec~~~\;iumph over Chelmsford \\'35 the 
perfect baptism for Decl:tn link's succusor Joe Blochel. K£1TH DUBLIN 

With only 29 minutes of first team football behind him, Ch1l111 dlbut. 
he made a confident debut after two years playing in 
Sweden. 

.January 
BUCKS LadiH Hockey 
t eam ca pture d th e 
Southern County cham­
pionship for the fi rst time 
m IS years when they 
overwhelmed all opposi­
tion a t Bisham Abbey. 

They recorded JUcccssil·e 
1·lctorirs o~cr Oxon, Berks, 
Sussex, H• mpshire, Surrey 
andMiddlrsex to qualify for 
the N•tion• l On• ls. 

While freezing weather 
forced th~ postpot'lemenl of 
most loc•l sport,Wycombe's 
Lntentatlonal • lhlele Eli~ 
Lyon wu wumtd by an 
offct toruninthewn on • 
four yursctloluship to t h~ 
Unh·enity of Southern C•ll· 
fomia. 

Kiwi squash supremo 

~~:•;!.r~=i.t~~n ~;~~dth: 
Wyrombr HIIIsdubto st•rt 
• new life in Ltlcrster ­
blaming boredom for his 
drcision 10 mo•·e. 
Nln~tren-yur-old Duld 

Lloyd ercatrd history at 
Ouh S qu u h C l ub, 
Marlo"l>',wiN-niN-beC11 me tlw 
nrst bom~gro»n play~r 10 
cury offtM British Under 
2Jtitle. 

February 
TWO great d aredevils 
hog~ed the headlines. 

Brtt ishFormula2power­
boat c hampion Steve 
Kerion cheated death for 
the second time in his 
career when his craft dis· 
~ ntegrat~d •t I IOmph dur­
~~~c~ world championship 

The J2-year-old from 
Flackwell Heath escaped 
with only severe bruisina. 

And Barry Shecne. 
another sport star familiar 
with d os.:: calls, wa s 
snapped up by Hu$hes of 
Beaconsfield to dnve for 
them in the Trimoco RAC 
British Saloon Car cham­
pionship. 

~~fli~:d r~~ir:~!i~~Bi£k~ 
Cup upM:ts. 

W)·combewere shocked 
9-6 by powerful Bletchley 
while Marlow overturned 
Chiltern 16-12to reach the 
final. 

It was another hectic 
month for Elise l )·on. 

She gained her full GB 
vest when called up to the 
senior team for an inter­
national agains t Italy. 

And the Scottish in ter­
national also finished third 
behind Zola Budd over 
1500metresattheNational 

l n~~ia~hGri~~~ssh;:~cing 
opponents got the point 
when the 11-year-old High 
Wycombe lad upset the 
form book to carr) off the 
British National Under 18 
foil title . 

Ray Stevens was not so 
luck)· . 

lie had to settle for a 
sih·er in the Scottish Judo 
Open after almo~t defeat­
ing Ol)mpic champion 
PeterSeise nbacher. 

March 
:"\I~ETE[!\:-yea r·o l d 
Keith Dublin made his 
parents the proudest in 
High Wycombe when he 
stepped out on his First 
Dh-ision debut for Lon-

World aquaah champion Sue D1voy with thl giant trophy ahe cepturld In 
S1pt1mb1r. 

don gi•nts C h e ls ea 
against South•mpton. 

Anothr rninr tren-)·nr-o ld 
lopped thr )"tar's golnng 

Fredd y George of 
BnconsOeld pro•·rd he Is 
51 111 •l'lol prosp«l for lhr 
fLIIUre » hen lw »"011 the 
prnt igious Berkhamstrd 
Tr.ophy. 

Inn's Simon Douglas 
u med himself the High 
W)"fombtmtn's tabl t tennis 
singles till ~ ,.·itb a brilliant 
win o1·er Muk Curtis. 

The futu~ of Bucks 
hockey looked' in secure 
hands when tiN- county's 
undrr1 Sandundrr l9sidrs 
,.·o n th e ir ruptclhe 
Southrrn Countirs cham­
pionships fortiN- nrsttimt. 

It >us not •good month 
for Hithercroft striker Rob· 
eriJohnston. 

Hr s,.• llo,.·ed his tongue 
in a Sunday football matth 
• nd had to be s..-ed by 
quick-thinking referee i\llk~ 
Shu. 

Pat i\1orristywuanother 
unhappy indil·ldual. 

He !.shed 011t • ngril )" •t 
Chesh• m United officials 
afterhr,.·udlsmissed in a 
Ytock triple ucklng. 

1\brlo,. 's dru ms of lift­
ing lhr Brit~k Bufh Cup 
forth~ first time in six )·ran 
fell n. t " hen thry .. ·er~ 
squashtd l7-4by lllr tchlf)" 
inthefinat. 

W)·rombr's Hour Clus 
p~ ir Ken Hus~y and Ro)" 
Bu~k lt "frt beaten In lhf 
semi-finalsoftheBritlshBar 
billiardsp•lrso~n. 

April 
MARLOW-based Sue 
Devoy comp leted a 
grand slam or European 
squash titles when she 
retained her British 
Open crown with a com­
manding l-1 sUccess 
over England's Martine 
Le Moisnan . 

Fenctn¥ scns3tion 
Adrian Gnffin continued 

his remarkable season 

~vi~~~r~e f~~g~~~is ~~~~~~ 
Schools F oi l cham ­
pionshipsatCrystalPalace. 

At the other end of the 
age sc• le, veteran 
scrum-balf lan Whitelock 

ro~d~~~ ~~o~f:a~:~b; 
club. 

The season ended on a 
frustra ting note for the 
Bucks Badminton side. 

They were pipped for 
promotion by Essex )rd in 
the Inter-County cham· 
pionship-despitejustone 
defeatnllsc:ason. 

May 
B U R N H AM a nd 
Holmer Green ,.·ere tot·o 
ofthemainsoccersucress 
stories. 
~rwly-cro,.· ned London 

Spartan leaaoe champions 
Durnh•m comp lr t r d • 
man·e llous doublt ,.ht nthey 
l1nded the Spart•n lugue 
Cup with a 3-1 "In o~rr 
Red hill . 

Holmrr Gru n domin•trd 
thr fi rst e•·er Verco Chilto­
nian Lngur ch• mplonshlp 
" inning both the Hnior•nd 
rrsenelc•gurs. 

And thr Holmer Green 
Under 16 tum s"·ept up 
• lmost e.-r ry •~ailablr 
trophy. 

Holmer did miS$ out 0 11 

one m1jor honour "hen the 
first tu m w•sbraltn 2-0by 
Chtsham United Resen ·esin 
the Wycombe Senior Cup 
Final. 

Se•·rn tun-year-old An· 
drrw C luk of H igh 
W)·cornbe Cyclin g Club 
scorr4thebi&&Ht ,.·in of his 
)oungnrur inthrl'nigate 
Junior Grand Prix •t 
BoLirMmouth "hilr Eddir 
Adki ns capt ure d the 
Wilkinwn S,.ord a1 .. rd for 
• record sixth timr. 

Amrrsham's Da•id kM) 
lnpt into the nt"S ,.Jth 
•·ictori rs in th t Berks and 

BucksASA springboard and 
highbo• rd dl~ ln& e•·ents. 

Hi&h Wyrombr misstd , 
out on a hat-trick of Bucks 
Rugby Stnns titles "h~n 
Ste•·e Gamester missed 1 
•·it•l pen•lty in the last 
minuteofthrirfin•l •&•insl 
Uxbridge. 

Wycombe te e n•gcr 
Michtl l~"·is conOrmed 
him~lfasthe hottut pros­
pect around "'htn he .,·on th~ 
Brltishshortcourse triath lon 
\\"lth embarrassing usc. 

.June 
WYCOMBE Phoenix 

~~urt~erde~ :Ji'd:d 
8t~ ~~ 

incredible 400 metres 
hurdles victory in the 
Scottish championships 
;-and then revealed she 
was three months preg­
nant! 

The high-fl)· ins 
29-year·old produced her 
best time of the season 10 
win the title a t 
Meadowbank. 

Ray Stevens showed 
himsc:lftobe a true master 
when he won the British 
Judo Masters with a thrill­
ing display. 

Prestwood amateur 

~~~~~;his 0"~~ ~n~~ 5;o~f: 
inghistorywhenheshotan 
ama~ing sequence of 
6,5.4.3.2.1-thefir$\lime 
suchnfeathadbcenre­
corded in Britain. 

Former Wycombe 
Wanderers manager Mike 
Ke~:nwasluredoutofexile 
1\hen Marlow chose the 
ex-professional to takeover 
the Vauxhall-Opel league 
Division 2 club. 

After previously ha~ing 
their promotion claims 
turned do"·n. Burnham 
turned their back on the 
Isthmian league and 
jninedtheSouthernleuaue 
b):tmalgamaung\lith Hill­
ingdon. 

Bucks CC re\lrote the 
English Estates record 

books by amassing the 
highesteverscore -306·2 
•ntheircrushingfirst round 
defeat at Staffordshire. 

Peter Gee broke his 
Bucks 10,000 jinx when he 
won the county title at the 
third attempt. 

.July 
II was a topsy-tuny 

t im e for M•rlow' s 
011tstanding rower S teve 
Redgrave. 

lh responded to• diup· 
poinlin& display in Amster­
dam byslormingtosuc«M 
in the eo•tted Diamond 
Sl:ulls •t Henley Regal!•. 

Redgra~r ,..n tMn bnten 
out of sight by thr world's 
best in the Lu« rne Rtgl tt l, 
s .. llztrland. 

But he flinched his pl a~e 
inthrBritishsquadbynsily 
winning the National single 
K UII' • t Nottingham. 

No problems for Gnln 
T•mcr. 

He made crrt• in th~ 
Bucks t~nnis singles crown 
stayedinW)·rombr ,..hl'tl he 
o•·erturnc-dCraig Ho,.·arthin 
a thrillinsnnal. 

Ray Stevens had to con­
tent him~l f with • sliver 
mc-da l •t lheAustrlanO~n. 

But veler•n cyclist Eddie 
Adkins was delighted with 
his surprise third pla~e at the 
National SO mile lime trial 
chalflpionships. 

TheBocksCountycricket 
side wr~ battered to defeat 
by the raw po,.·er of Tnt 
gru ts lan Botham • ndJocl 
Gnner u mighty Somrntl 
swept lh~m out of the Nat 
Wnt Trophy. 

Wycombe' s lal~nt~d 
middle dislaiiC"t • nd cross 
c:ountrystnEiist Lyon flew 
outlo the United StalK to 
brglnhtrfour yurathletlcs 
scholarshipin SouthrrnCall­
fornia . 

Auaust 
BUCKS' dismal county 
c ricket season ended in 
u"tterdisasterwhen they 
fai led to qualify for the 
Nat West Trophy for the 
first lime in three years 
fo llowing a 73 ru n defeat 
by Berkshire. 

Equity and l aw strolled 
toa hat-trickofBucksFree 
Press Cup wins when the)' 
th rashed Glory Mill in the 
fina l. 

Underdogs Bucks sur· 
prised even themselves 
when they bounced back 
into the top tier of mens 
county tennis by clinching 
promotion to Division I of 
the Prudenti al cham­
pionship. 

Remarkable 16-)·ear·old 
Kim Shaw continued her 
amazing rise: through the 
womens amateur ranks 
1•hen she won the South 
Coast Snooker Classic. 

Penn & Tylers Green's 
dreumsofasc:condsuccess­
i\"e Mid Bucks league and 
Cupdoublewere shallered 
\\hen the)· lost to Downley 
in the Cup final. 

September 
TWO world titles were 
being chased by a local 
sporlsman and woman. 

Bot i\brlow-basrd Sur 
Dr•·oy,.astheoni)"Success. 

":'\o\1" l'•·e ,.·on nery­
thing," sighed the 

I 
thre• months pregnant! 

21-yur-old Ki"i afte r land· Endurance raccatthethird 
lngtheontmajorprilt that attempt. 
had r ludc-d her - th~ world Wycombe Hills domi-
trophy. nated the Newnham Cup 

A back injury \\" rtcbd on their own squash courts. 
Sten Rc-dgr..-e's hopes in November 
~~!nsh;:~~d ro\\" ing cham- CUE wizard John Bur· 

The pain .. u 50 great rows created history when 
Redgr..-r e•·en failed to he toppled the Brilish 
mab the fin• I. number one to become the 

Wycombe Wrst Indians first -ever player to reta in 
C11 rrid orr tiN- Clh·e lloyd the N• t lo n a l Bar 
Cup for the first time in thei r Billi a rds Associa tion 

~~~:i~:i~e::t ::~h~~E~~ tit :~! thrr~ was major up-

by Bl~~:r!~-~i~~ e:h:r:~:i~ ~::;·:ilnl "s!~~k(;~J:?er~h~~ 
BuconsOcld's plans of 1 . out at the ' dlwrgAnised Ad­
third success i1·e ThamtsVII I- ministrAtion ' of the (Ounty 

l eyp~~~!:~dch~~:~~~~h ipihe ~~~:~1111 ~:~e'!-~~·s f:b::; 

~1i:n t~e~t~=•t ~=~:~e:!':~ ~~~~:~;~:: ~:::~:tn::·:~ 
• ~A:~kb~.' 1 ':u:~~)·:n~· Oxon rnlgn unless ch• ngcs " ·ere 
troun«d Esscx9f-lt to lift m•de In st ltction policy to 

~!tr ::~~ ro~~~ si~~~~:!: ~r:~~~~ ~.;:r'~-~~~h o~.: 
In seven yurs. Bucksleft holding thrwood-

ln:r~~~~•brba~ ~~~\~~~d~ ~~ :~e~f:~;,o~ir~fh~i\~t~p:r~~ 
~~~~li:g:;r~-1~~ "in against ~~~~~~.~hU~:;r ";~n ~~~:e.UK 
tn~:"c~~e ~~0(~r ~u~e~~.~~~ The Du~ks junior squash 

~~~~:~~ U. rr~~~:o-:;~: ~~~~ke~et'::~!~ ·~ .. ~he .. ~~~ 
blamed the District Counci l promoted to Division I of the 
for • llo,.·lng the circui t to county chAmpion!i.hip. 
deteriorate to • d1ngerous Young Loul~ Coo'ke re-
lco-el. «IYed her England call-up 

for nu l yur's under IS 
basketballintr rnat ionals. October 

RAY Stevens' own am­
bition cost him the 
chance or a world judo 
title in Seoul, South 
Korea. 

The brilliant 21-year-old 
from W~combe lost in the 
firstroundafterattempting 
tothrowanoppon~ntwhile 
well ahead on pomts. · 

local quartet Jacky An­
drews, Rachel Thomas. 
Eleanor Forster and Kate 
O'Connor smashed Na­
tional schools records four 
times as they won the 
Enalish junior schools' 
freestyleandmedleyrela)'S 
in sensa tional style 

Steve Kerton proved he 
is not slo"ing do11n by 
winning the Paris Si~ Hour 

December 
VIC Tipping resigned •s 
Bu~ks ru~tby coach and 
ch•lrmanof ~lcctorsfo llo,.. 
in& criticism from players 
and officials. 

Bucks schools reputed 
lutsuson's hockeysuccess 
""htn theywontheunder l9 
and undrr 16 Southern 
Cqunty titlu. 

Buconsfirld schoolgi rls 
Cu herl n e Bain a nd 
S•ma nth a Tyson wrr~ 
srlectHforthrBritishJun­
ior Elite gymnutics squad. 

Marlo"l>' Hocby Club 
continurdtheirbcststart to 
• stuon for yean ,.hen th~y 
notched thei r IOthsuccessh·e 
•·ic torytolndthrl\1cE"·ans 
L•&n Regional Ltague. 


