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f domination, but, on the other han
i period.

five minutes were full of thrills as Trevor Bunting made two
king saves while many would feel that another five seconds would
have duced a winner for Slcugh. That was when the ball dpopped at
Deven tty'e feet, and with just Lester to beat as he drew back his
foot to shooi, the final whistle scunded.
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"asp winner to trouble Wycombe as

Would that have produced a £ t
le ? Sadly we will go to our graves
e 3
T

became near to clinching the
without ever knowing, althou [ r
emained in his legs to p;o:ice a2t kiiler blow. In many ways the be
thing of all was the reminder of non league football atv it's best an
experience that used to be commonplace in ilimes past when crowds in
their hundreds made their way to their loczal grounds to cheer on tneir
own side.

n might be aware just how much
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of 2144, the Wanderer's fiaz fl
of the ground. The supporters o
game well refereed, and plenty of
y of exciving competition without
e trap. How sad that this experience
mier Division match for by then wand
1 road and we will have to rely on a
c work again.
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re ely a*tsrr
mosphere, & whiff of th
that modern killer, the
not return next season
will have s““CWy taken

competition to make thi
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Un the return from loak
our mid Bucks rivals an
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s rerk it was difficuit nct to feel envious of
ir cbvious sirengths.

am noct sure that I 1ike ir stand particularly, nor am I an admirer

f the s¢ope, h of tradition enfolded within that ground

is som ng bhat hlil tcxe a lot of creat‘ng here. The splendid terraces
nd ex ceLlevt cover on the "popular" side, the functioning clock, the
excellent public address sysiem and announcements handled by Alan Pa
of SportSVLCh fame 2ll showed a professionaiism that we would deo well
learn from. The situation of Loakes Park near to the centre of things
High Wycombe mey robd them of the excellent parking facilities ¢
provide here, but it certainiy does not rob them of support. Thi
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produced Wycombe's tenth game with attendance of over 1000 this season,
and their second of over 2000, the previous being the 247% in their home
match with Yeovil Town. Support has held up well after beginning with a

mere 67% for their first home league match with Windsor & EZton.

in contrast he*e, after stariing tbe season with crowds in the corder of
480 or s¢ our league attencdances have dropped to around the 350 mark
despite what must rate as & gecoé seascn, Just why this should be is &
total mystery. Our Supporiers Association is almost 300 in number and
21l the usual faces ifurn up. There is 2 rumour that we use a diiferent
side when we play away from home but that is just not true.

where the rest have gone it is hard tc understand. They have come for
the cup and the big matches, there were 143%5 for our home game with
Wycombe, but since then attendances have been very disappointing.

Thie prebliem was rather starkly iliustrated in the Wycombe programme
where an extra photograph tzien at wexham Park the previous Sauhrda}

frem our game with Dulwich Harlet showsd a large expanse of empty
terracing w_trhlng Ken Wilson's goal attempt. .

I sometimes think that in our departure from the cenire of Slough we
lost several regulars who resarded the removal to the outskiris of the
town as aomethlng akin to cutting our links with the past., Certédinly
our gates have never been sc¢ gocd since those times.

Passibly the worst decision that our club ever sufrlersd was that of
the committe members back in the thirties whe rejscted ithe purchase
the LO‘pﬂLn from "0ld George Benne®t® for a small sum thus allowing
Greyhound Association to take over, Had they made a mere positive mov
we might well be still playing in the middie of the town, causing

considerable traffic disruption at the roundabout, or alternatively w2

ight have sold the site for several million pounds a couple of years

back and now be settled intc the finest non league stadlum in the ccuniry
on the proceeds,.
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Sadly, we would have %o go back over half a zentury to turn tha

t decision
arnund, and so we have tc look teo the futurs with courage and hope

i

Alan Davies has always said that the potential nhere is tremendous. w2
will always seek to discover the right way forward and improve this
zrcund as quickly as possible so that we like Wycombe can compstz at

the highsst poesible level. However we have much to learn from the way
that the Wandererg do things for the prooi of their success is there Ior
us 21l to see.

Jonn Tebbit.



