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By Rolf Nivem

NEW WYCOMBE Wan-
derers boss Jim Kelman is
hoping to beat Leicester
City in the race for
Loughborough University’s
talented forward Tim
Barry.

Kelman travelled up on Wed-
nesday night to watch the 20-
year-old striker in action and is
eager to make his first major
signing.

“He played for me briefly while I
was at Maidenhead United and is a
very quick and dangerous forward,”
revealed Kelman. “Leicester are
aware of him and have been so impress-
ed that they have invited him to play
for their reserve team on February 1.”

Barry, who hopes to become a physical
education teacher, is a qualified coach and
not on contract, He has heen selected to
tour Europe with the Great Britain Univer-
sities squad later this year.

“He is due to finish at Loughborough in about
seven weeks time and return to his home in C|
font St Peter,” Iman. “Basicall
a cheice - pl:
cester or playing C
Wycombe,”

Meanwhile assistant manager John Reardon
was dispatched to Portsmouth on the same even-
ing to watch two Pompey reserve players who
are known to be unhappy playing Combination
socceer.

But Kelm: nore concerned ahout complet-
ing negotiations with former Millwall goal-
keeper John Granville following the 31-year-

iference football for

olil’s excellent performance in Wycombe’s 2-1
Capital League success over Wealdstone on
Tuesday

“We are still negotinting with John and hope-
fully we can come to an agreement,” stated the
Wanderers chief, “He did things i’ve never ex-
pected to see keeper do and is a real extrovert.
He is a larger than life character and would be
a real hit with the fans, He dominates his area,
is very quick off his line and his throwing is extra-
ordinary.”

But Granville, inactive for the last 18 months
befnrc being approached by Wycomhc, is hold-
ing out for a better deal before commlt(mg hlm-
self to a back in the i-p
game.

Kelman is also involved in talks with Martin
Woodall who is very keen to play in Australia
after an offer from a leading Melbourne club,

“He is considering going but I will talk to
him and see if we can persaude him to stay. He
is playing well at the moment and if he moves
into the area, settles down and enjoys his football
he may well stick around.”

Spirit

Chalfont St Peter boss Laurie Craker has
moved in to try and get former Chelsea man Alan
mayes and ex-Feltham player Alan Myers on
loan at The Playing Ficlds,

Myers impressed Kelman with a solid display
at left midfield on Tuesday night but the Blues
boss added “1 haven’t had a chance to speak
to them yet,”

Striker Graham Westley underwent a scan on
his knee on Tuesday and could be ruled out for
some time.

“There is a cyst on the back of his knee and
although it is as bad as first thought we can-
not bank on him playing at all at the moment.
He has been refererred back to John Williams
at Farnham Park and until we are sure it is safe
for him to play on it he is being ruled out.”

Kelman has organised extra training starting
next week in a bid to raise the overall level of
fitness,

“I think the training has been a little hit and
hit this season which is why we will be working
‘Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights start-
ing next week. On Saturdays fringe players
should be training - not standing around watch-
ing the first team, If they don’t train it means
they will only be half-fit when they are called
into the first team, It will also increase the com-
petitive spirit within the club.”

in race for
rough ace

Kelman, who took charge of Wanderers be-

fore Saturday’s magnificent 5-3 GM Vauxhall

victory over Cheltent Town, is

set to make changes for tomorrow’s Berks and

Bucks Senior Cup second round clash at tiny
Didcot Town.

“There will be one or two changes hecause 1
was unhappy with the way the defence operated
against Wealdstone and Cheltenham.” he said,

Although Kelman will use tomorrow’s match
as an excercise in getting to know his squad fur-
ther he denied Wycombe will be treating the
county cup lightly,

“It is the only competition we can win this
season and I believe it is a slight on the Chalfonts
and Flackwells if we don’t treat the Berks and
Bucks with respect,” he pointed out. “It is a
great chance for the players to perform without
pressure and it will be a real test of their atti-
tude.”

Shaun Norman has a slight hamstring twinge
and both Mark Boyland and Brian Greenaway
took thigh knocks against Cheltenham. But
Kelman expects all three to be fully fit for
Didcot.

Wanderers will be hot favourites although to
make matters confusing, the clash will take place
deep in the heart of Oxfordshire. Because of
boundary changes, the next obstacle to their suc-
cessful defence of the title comes from unex-
pected quarters.

Didcot Town were promoted from the first
to the premier division of the Hellenic League
at the end of last scason, but have suffered mixed
fortunes since.

Under the managership of much-travelled lo-
cal boss Larry Hill, they have won just eight
of their eighteen m‘ltchcs this term, losing five
and drawing five, to leave them in mid-table,

Wycombe were the attraction which brought
the biggest ever crowd into the Station Road
ground 31 years ago -3000 for a 1957 Berks and
Bucks Cup tie - and Hill has appealed to the
Didcot public to turn out in force once more for
the club’s biggest game in a long time.

The official capacity at Didcot is just 100,
and Blues fans making the trip up the M40 are
advised to take along their wellics and be prepar-
ed to stand.

The home line-up, devoid of any famous
names, will be chosen from: Hyatt, Wood,
(’Brien, Rolls, Brittain, Cox-Rogers, Ingram,
P. Thomas, Daley, Flanagan, A, Thomas,
Burke, Ricketts, Strange.




