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End of season review... end of season review ... 

• Back row. left -right: David Jones (physic), Kevin Durham, (asst manager), Jim Kelman (manager). Front row: Kirk Corbin, Mar­
AndyGraham. Kevin Day, Keith Barrett (capt). John Granville, Gary tin Roderick. Brian Greenaway, Mark Boyland. Scott Young, Sean 
lester, Matt Crossley, Mark West, lawrence Osborne, John Reardon Norman, Nigel Taylor, Adrian Mann. 

"It all happened so quickly - I was 
Maidenhead United manager one week 
and Wycombe Wanderers the next. 

''ltstartedwithphonecallsandthendevel­
oped into an afternoon meeting with Brian Lee 
and finally culminated in a meeting with the 
players at the Crest Hotel, W)'l:ombe before 
the Cheltenham game. 

"Brian e,;p!ained full theutent of the job 
and made it dear tbat the most important tar­
getwassurvival-butnotsurvivalatallcosts. 

"Whenlarrivedtherewereawfulproblems 
and morale was e,;teremly low. Some players 
had uperienced relegation two seasons ago 
and 1 could sec they were thinking 'Oh, God 
here we go again'. Then: was a feelingofimmi· 
nent diSilllter. Much of it was due to the fact 

~~i'n~~adh'!:d1::~ ~~darsse~~~~i~~~ 
Also the fitness was utremely low and then: 
seemed to be nose Iteam plan. In that situation 
then:isagreattemptationtopanic. 

"The first major job was to get the players 
heads up. I was fortunate to come in on the 
day they beat Cheltenham 5-3 and the fact that 
we had a two-week break from Conference 
football really helped._ I had to go through a 
mini pre-season and 11ve them a crash-cou!$C 
infitnesstraining,"hesaid. 

Attitude 

"I wanted to instill progressive attacking 
football but at the same time cuttin~ out the 
naive flamboyant stuff that was gettmg them 
into trouble so often. Our S-kipper Keith Bar­
rett he made too many mistakes through being 
overelaborate. 

" I looked the squad and chose players for 
theirattitudeandstrengthmorethananything 
else. I wanted players who wen: wilting to get 
usoutofaholeandworkforO-Oandl-ldraws 

aw_~(; r:_~ ~~r:;;~t at Wealdstone and even 
against Chellenham that we had no strength 
in depth. The~ were a few who "'-ere not 
Confereocc calibre and I had to find new 
homes for them." 

That meant the depanun: of Phil LoveU, 
Nigel Gray, Ala Mayes. Graham Westley and 
Alan Myers. 

"We picked up Matt Crossley out of the 
blue, then gained John Ray and Scott Young 
and finally picked up Adrian Mann and Law­
rence Osborne for a knock-down prioe." 

Kelman, an FA coach by trade. believes his 
tBCk-suit image has helped him to settle in at 
Loakes Park 

th;~1k ~;~~~~ fr~i~~eidi~~~k;~u~:~~~ 
ponen can relate to me better." 

For many. the very mention of the word 
·coach'causesdistrust.Theyclaimcoachesan: 

~~~~~tt~~ f!~~~~~.developing a generation 

'"II is easy ta make robots of players and 
get to follow a simple system and then: is too 
much importance placed on coaching these 
days," he admitted. ··For me set systems an: 
out the window. If you have II fit players who 
canplaytbeballtofeet.thinkquicklyandan: 

"There was 
a ieeUngoi 
imminent 
disaster" 

JIM KELMAN was somethiPg of an unbown aacld.istrusted quantity wbeo 
it( was t11nm into tbe Wycombe Wanderers bot-seat iD Jaoaary. 

Uttle was kDowo about tbe FA coach aad therefore some doubted the abiUty 
of oae wbose oaly prerious maaagerial exptrieoce had been with Hungerford, 
Newbury aod MaMieahead Unikd. 

But Kelmaa laiiDCbed himself into the job with socb enthusiam that he not 

:~~=-=::spr~c~~s~:e~Conference but also restor~ 
Glasgow-born Kelman talked to Sports Editor Rolf Niveo and looked back 

OD- neotfal fhoe IDOIIths. startiag with Ids appoiDtmeat in Jauuary. 

pn:pan:dtofightwhennecessarythenyouhave 
asucoessulside.Whatlhateisasloppyattitude 
on the field. 

"lamnotinthemarketforhugehulks. I 
only want players who an: comfortable with 
lheballattheirfeet 

"II was difficult to attract players when I 

overlloeightandunfit.InactualfactNigeland 
Sean Nonnan wen: the fittest at the dub. He 
willbesorelymissed." 

Now Kelman ~,;peels a hectic sun:uner of 

fo~~~~f ~~~~~~~ !~ ~~eftr~~~r~~iS:~~ 
squad he is also detennincd to make Wycombe 
Wanden:rsafiuer,fasterside. 

·• J'm not sure if the players blow what level 
1 want them to the play n~,;t season. Last tenn 
thcywereplayingatsurvivallevelhutlwant 
togo much higher. 

··1 want to show what we really can achie\'e 
ne,;tseasonandthereisnoroomforslackers.·· 

"I wanted 
players 

who were 
willing to 
work to 

get us 
outoi 

a hole" 
~~t~~;.eh~·~~~ -~~~-~=~~ ~ 
seasons and then straight back down ag~~n. 
People could sec it happening allover again. 
It must have been difficult for Peter Suddahy. 
Hehadlost.theservicesofhisbestplayersand 
otherswereputoffbythat,bclievmgtheclub 
was not going anywhere. 

No joke no~! 
Respect 

"llisdiffCn:ntnow. Nowthat"'-e'n:estab­
lished in the Conference and we have the pros­
pect of a new ground to look forward too I 

ha~e~~~~~~th~c'h~~~~n~h~:;~~ has 
come at the nght time for the club. 

I h-~~:h~~ ~~ep~a~l~~J:~~~i~~~e~s; 
andhisknowlcdgeofthegameisme,;haustJble. 
He has always been very ~ure of himself ~d 
has alwa~ been and always will be deeply m­
volvedWJththedub. 

"The new chainnan lvor Beeks will add a 
different dimension to the club. His ap~int­
mentispartofachangeinthegener.lllatlltude 
oftheclub-whichhasbecomeevenmon:pro­
fessional. 

" lvorand I have already developed a good 
working relationship.! am very 1m pressed wit.h 
the board. They are not afraid to speak the1r 
minds and not afraid to mix with supporters 
and players." 

Kelman also praised the off10ers and back· 
room staff at Loakl:$ Park. 

"Wyeombe an: like a professional club oper­
ating at non-league level and unless you've 
beeninvolvedin thelowerleaguesyoudonot 
appreciatejusthow"'·e_Uitisrun. 

"lhaveneverdealtwtthpeopleofthisca!ibn: 
before. All the way through from the board 
to our groundsman Rod. things ron smoothly. 
Matchdaysare¥Jcatbocauselcanconcentrate 
on just manag:mg the team. knowing that 
thingsarebeingdone." 

Fittest 

Kelmanalsounderlinedhiscreatrespectfor 
the Blues faithful who have stood by the1r side 
throughthickandlhin. 

MARK WEST, once the brunt of terrace jokes, was deservedly awarded 
Wycombe Wanderers' Player-of-the-season trophy have finaUy won m·er the 
Loakes Park the fans . 

The fonner Wycombe schoolboy hero bas orten been criticised in the past for bis 
lack of work-ute and commitment. 

West matured into a player of qll1lity durinc a difficult 5HSOn and accotdinc to boss Jim 
isavital assettothesquad. 

"Markisapleasuretowork 
with."besaid."HeenjoJShis 
role on lhe field whether it be 
atrightbackorupfrontand 
ltiswork·rattistrtmendous." 

West,wbomadetbemostap­
pearalloCftandfinishedtopscor­
er with 28eoals. made it lll 
double celebration recently 
with his marriage to Gail 
White. Tbey tied the knot at 
Stokenehurehand weredL>e to 
departfor asecrethone)mOOn 
lneationlastwetk. 

Ktlmlln>~'illbehopingmarr· 
iedlifedoesnotblunthisyou~~tt 
forward's new-found zest for 
theRame. 

Tbe Wanderers boss also 
singltdouts.kipperBarrwand 
right-back Kirk Corbin fo r 
praise ... Keith took a lotofre­
sponsibililyandactrdtikta 
professional throughout. Kirk 
>~·entthroughsomegameswith· 
01.1t making a si:Jtgle mWake 
andlllllthetimewewueworried 
about his injury." 

Of IH pbytn k broutht i11, 
K~l,.n pickd kuper Job1 
Gflullle sad •~rudtr Man 
c.......,.uLrnportutadditions-
HManisaruJriDd.H~haseo..e 

rrom,!mlgtbtostrftlgthaaclcom­
pl~tety subdue<! some oftbe best 
players in the Co~fe..cn«. "This club owes tht supporters a hell of a 

lot because they have been there all the way 
through a very trying season," he said. "But 

~~~kt7v~'d:.1s0~h~p:n::~~~~r!b:cr:~d -=.====~~~'i:::~~~~:7.;;;1 
can be very unkind. NiFI Taylor came in for 
a lot of stick because some thought he was 

"JoJuoG.,.a•·illt ..... ~tmrinc 
nosty•lle•llerorstcametousbut 
tloen:isoloulot~•tdapoiJI~witlt 
-su,m.u.-es.ldliakJoU's 
anini alsollelptdto.WGary 
~Asttt'siti!Ma..:l he -~xedlmt 
isttlle~stacesofdoesusoa 
•heaJolta KCM iajurH.. ~ 

Brian 
/glad 
FIFA 
test 

IS 
over · 

BRIAN LEE, who 
stepped down as Chair­
man last month, has 
sa:d will be glad to see 
the back of the FIFA's 
experimental offside 
rule which he believes 
will be a,;ed after one 
trial season. 

Lee, one of Blues' 
most successful ever 
managers. is among a 
large band of football 
experts who have voic­
ed their dislike over the 
alteration to rule II 
which states no player 
can be offside at a free­
kick. 

"This is hopefully 
going to be thrown out 
andi'mglad,''leecom· 
mented. "In my vlew 
there have been several 
instances where we 
have lost points as a di­
rect result of this new 
law. 

"I can understand 
fans liking the idea be· 
cause it creates excite· 
ment in the penally 
area. But I believe the 
element of luck results 
from skill and there is 
no skill in putting your 
biggest men on the 
goalline and trying to 
UJ).Settle the goalkeeper. 

"1 would have been 
horrified if Lincoln had 
beaten us because of 
that rule and won the 
championship that 
way." 

FA representatives were 
present al every Confer· 
eocematchandadetailed 

:fr?~Jai!11a~ ~~~~:!t~~ 
Gate. Conference clubs 
an:alsoe,;pectcdtocom­
pletea questionnaire. 

But although the fe«<­
backfromtheterraoeshas 
been favourable the u­
periment has been con­
demnedbymostmanagers 
and players. 

Anannounoementise~t­
pectcd to be made during 
theiummer. 

Fillip 
Meanwhile Let added: 

"lthasbeenanexciting 
seasonbutnotonewe 
wouldwanttorepeat.We 
hneob•iouslyleal'lltle:s­
sonsandlthiako~~tofthe 
main problems was that 
~reii'ISsomucbemp!la· 
srsplacedonsurviYal.ltis 
nottbeidealwaytogn 
through a season." 

"E:&ch ml!nagtr made 
his contribution and the 
boardhasbeenactively in-­
volvediollffairsthrou:h­
outlheyear. 

"The ConfereDCt has 
given the club a fillip. I 
know m111y people claim 
weshovldhivebetnthere 

~;~h~f0in"'j.~~~~;.:: 
time is right for us to be 
intheConfere~now. 

"Wemustnowbuildon 
ourtraditi011inalogical 
mallDCrandnotc:opyoth­
er clubs. Barnet took a 
Jamble by tr)int: tO buy 
tbeit¥1'liYOUtoftheCOG­
ftrfll« which is no differ· 
ent toM111cbesterUnited 
tryingtobuytheirwayto 
the first division cham­
pionship. 

Lee, director o 
Wanderers's move to 
Hillbonom Road, Sands, 
added: "Last nason is 
o.-ermddoaewitb bat 1« 
haveaveryexcitingfuture 
to look forward to." 


