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B Back row. left -right: David Jones (physio), Kevin Durham,
AndyGraham, Kevin Day, Keith Barrett (capt), John Granville, Gary

Lester, Matt Crossley, Mark West, Lawrence Osborne, John Reardon Norman, Nigel Taylor, Adrian Mann.

“It all happened so quickly - I was
Maidenhead United manager one week
and Wycombe Wanderers the next.

“It started with phone calls and then devel-
oped into an afternoon meeting with Brian Lee
and finally culminated in a meeting with the
players at the Crest Helcl Wycombe before
the Cheltenham gamg

“Brian explained full the extent of the job
and made it clear that the most important tar-
get was survival - but not survival at all costs.

“When I arrived there were awful problems
and morale was exteremly low. Some playcrs
had experienced relegation two seasons
and I could sce they were thinking ‘Oh, S5
here we g0 again’. There was a feeling of immi-
mnent disaster. Much of it was due to the rm
that they had used so many players during the
season and had hardly ever had a settled sidc.
Also the fitness was extremely low and there
seemed to be no set team plan. In that situation
there is a great temptation to panic.

“The first major job was to get the players
heads up. I was fortunate to come in on the
day Ihey ‘beat Cheltenham 5-3 and the fact that

d a two-week break from Conference
fooiball really helped. I had to go through a
ni pre-season and give them a crash-course

in f itness training,” he saj

Attitude

*1 wanted to instill progressive auackmg
football but at the same time cutting out
naive lamboyant stfl that was geting them
into trouble so often. Our skipper Keith Bar-
rett he made too many mistakes uuou,n being
over elaborate.

“I looked the squad and chose players for
their attitude and strength more than anything
else.' wanted players who were willing to get
us out of a hole and work for 0-0 and 1-1 draws
away from home.

“It was evident at Wealdstone and even
against Cheltenham that we had no strength
in depth. There were a few who were not
Conference m.hb and 1 had to find new
‘homes for them.

t meant the departure of Phil Lovell,
N:gel Gmy, Ala Mayes, Graham Westley and

We p ked up Matt Crossley out of the
blue, then gained John Ray and Scott Young
and Tinally picked up Adrian Mann and Law-

rne for a knock-down price.”
"Kelman, an FA coach by trade, believes his
track-suit image has helped him to settle in at

es Park.

“I work for a living in a track-suit and I
think everyone from the directors to the sup-
porters can relate to me better.

For many, the very mention of the word
‘coach’ causes distrust. They claim coaches are
killing the game and developing a generation
of rubollc footballers.

“It is easy to make robots of players and
get 1o follow a slmpl: system and there is 100
much importance placed on coaching these
days,” he admmcd “For me set systems are
out the window. If you have 1 fit players who
can play the ball to feet, think quickly and are

“There was
a feeling of
imminent
disaster”

(asst manager), Jim Kelman (manager). Front row:

k Corbin, Mar-

tin Roderick, Brian Greenaway, Mark Boyland, Scott Young, Sean

prepared to fight 'y then you have
Wh i
on lhe field.
not in the market for huge hulks. I
only want players who are comfortable with
the ball at their feet.

“It was difficult to auncl players when I
first came because of 's recent case
hulory, hc Sevealed. “They had gone up o

then straight back down again.
People le could see it happening all over again.
It must have been difficult for Peter Suddaby.
He had lost the services of his best players and
others were put off by that, believing the club
was not going anywhere.

Respect

“It is différent now. Now that we're estab-

atIh

players coming to me now.”
lieves the cl in chairman
come at the right time for the club.

“I have the greatest respect for Brian Lee -
1have had to ylay against his teams in the past
and his knewledg: ofthe a.me is mexhlusuble
He has always been ure of
has always been and i willto e
volvad with the

“The new chzxrman Ivor Beeks will add a
different dimension to the clnb His appoint-
ment is part of a change in the general attitude
of the club - which has become even more pro-

fessional.
“Ivor and I have already developed a good
working relationship. I am very impressed with
the board. re not affaid to speak their
minds and not hfraid to mix with supporiers
ang players”
ciman also praised the oficers and back-

soph e Loakes Pa

ating at non-league level and unless you've
been involved in the lower leagues you do not
apprmaie just how well it is run.

T have never dealt with people of this calibre
before. All the way through from the board
10 our groundsman R& things run smoothly.

on just managing the team, knowing that
things are being done.”

Fittest

Kelman also underlined his great respect for
the Blues (m(hful who ‘have stood by their side
through thick and

“This club owes lhe supporters a hell of a
lot because they have been (here all the way
through a very trying season,” he said. “But
like every band of supporters ¥ therc arc are cer
tain individuals who g on players back and
can be very unkind. Nigel Taylor came in for
a lot of stick because some thought he was

ight and unfit. In actual fact Nigel and
Sean Norman were the fittest at the ciub. He
will be sorely

Now Kelman expects a hectic summer of
wheeling and dealing as he prepares his squad
for next season. But as well as increasing he

squad he is also determined to make Wycombe
anderers a fitter, faster side.

“I'm not sure if the players know what level
1 want them to the play néxt season, Last term
they were playing at survival level but I want
0 go much higher.
“T want to show what we really can achieve
next season and there is no room for slackers.”

“Y wanted
players
who were
willing to
work to
get us
out of
a hole”

No joke now!

MARK WEST, once the brunt of terrace jokes, was deservedly awarded

Loakes Park the fans.

‘Wycombe Wanderers’ Player-of-the-season trophy have finally won over the

The former Wy‘e:rbe sdloolhoy hero has often been criticised in the past for his

lack of work-rate

2 vital asset to

Mark West receives his Player-of-the-sea-
son award from Peter Dodds, managing direc-

rend
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“Mark is a pleasure to work
with,” he said. “He enjoys his
Tole on the field whether it be
at rigln back or up front and

his work-rate is tremendous.”

Wesl,whonurlﬁhemosup-
pearances and finished top scor-

er with 28 goals, made it a
Toubls salebeation recently
with his marriage to Gail
White. They t at
Stokenchurch and were due to
depart for a secret honeymoon

his young
rornnr new-found zest for
The Wlndenn boss also

singled out skipper Barrett and
right-back R Corvin for
praise. “Keith took a lot of re-
sponsibility and acted
professional throughout. Kirk

went thre g-mesw.m-

out making a le mistake
nndnnﬂnnmewenerewomed
about his injury.”

brought in,
Kelman picked keeper John
Granville and defender Matt

as importan
“Mattis a real find. Hetusgm

from mgng‘t’h

pletely subducd some ofthe hest

Whea John got injared.”

tor of

Brian
‘glad
FIFA
test
is
over:

BRIAN LEE, who
stepped down as Chair-
man last month, has
said will be glad to see
the back of the FIFA's
experimental offside
rule which he believes
will be axed after one
trial season.

Lee, one of Blues’
most successful ever
managers, is amon;
large band of foolball
experts who have voic-
ed their dislike over the
alteration to rule 11
which states no player
can be offside at a free-

ick.

“This is hopefully
going to be thrown out
andi'mglad,” Leecom-
mented. “In my view
there have been several
instances where we
have lost points as a di-
rect result of this new
law.

“1 can understand
fans liking the idea be-
cause it creates excite-
ment in the penalty
area. But I believe the
element of luck results
from skill and there is
no skill in putting your
biggest men on the
goalline and trying to
unsettle the goalkeeper.

“I would have been
horrified if Lincoln had
beaten us because of |
that rule and won the
champxonshlp that

way.

FA representatives were
present at every Confer-
ence match and a detailed

rt will be studied by
officials at Lancaster

ate. Conference clubs
are also expected to con-
plete a questionnaire.

But although the reed-
back from the terraces has
been favourable the ex-
periment has been con-
demned bymos!mnnagers
and playe:

Anannousccnt i -
pected to be made during
the summer.

Fillip

Meanwhile Lee added:
“It has been an exciting
season but not one we
would want to repeat. We
have obviously learnt les-

sons and I think one of the

sis placed on snrvianﬂ
not the ideal way to go|
through a season.”

“Each manager made
his contribution and the

board has becn acively in-
olvd i i g
out the

“The Confennce lll

ago but i
32y that In hindsight, e
time is right for us to be
in the Conference

Cop)
- cll:ebs Barnet taok &
gnble by tryig o buy
their way out of the Con.

way to

director o
Wanderers’s move to
Hillbottom Road, Sands,
added: “Last season is|
ver with

future|

bave a very exciting
to look forward to.”



