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POSH look set to go
into the crucial Christ-
#ymas  period without
player-coach Gerry
McElhinney. ;

The central defender is

three-match ban after
being sent off during last
night’s FA Cup second
round - stalemate at
Wycombe Wanderers.

That would take in the
fourth division games at
Blackpool and Aldershot
over Christmas and the
;INew Year home clash
with Rochdale,

But ke would be eligi-

round tie at Port Vale on
January 5th should Posh

R

expected to receive a

ble for the FA Cup third .

overcome the GM Vaux-
hall Conference side in
Monday’s repldy at Lon-
don Road (7.30pm).

- The former Northern
Ireland international, a
key figure .in the Posh
defence this season, was
ordered off 18 minutes
from time by Nortolk
referee [an Borrett for a
professional foul on
Wycombe striker Mark
West.

Posh manager David
Booth is obviously dis-
turbed at losing such an
influential player from
an already depleted
squad, but also disap-
pointed for his right
hand man. -

“The referee did warn

the players before the °

match that he would act ¢

on the professional foul,
but most of the lads did
feel that the striker was

offside when the incident ©

occurred,” he said.

“One can’t condone
professional  fouls as
long as there are consis-
tencies in the interpreta-
tion of them.”

McElhinney’s

defen-

sive partner Keith Oakes *

(toe)

treatment  today, but
should be fit for Satur-
day’s home League
game with York,

and  withdrawn ¢
striker Kevin Bremner
(groin) were both having

@ Posh player-coach Gerry McElhinney
protests his innocence to referee lan Borrett
but to no avail - he was off for an early bath!
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