TALKING
SOCCER

ALAN PARRY

began, as a scruffy kid
in the back streets of Liver-
pool, I fell in love with foot-
ball. The first ‘“‘proper”
game I saw was at my local
club, South Liverpool, and I
used to climb through a hole
in the roof of the stand to
avoid paying.

My affection for non-
League football has contin-
ued to this day and, though
there are no holes in the
roof of my new local club, 1
still get in without paying —
this time through the direc-
tors’ entrance!

Back in the. Seventies,
I became' involved with
Wycombe Wanderers, a
famous name in the days of
amateur football, when
crowds of 10,000 would reg-
ularly pack their old Loakes
Park ground with its slop-
ing pitch.
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Advance held
up by council
obstruction

ONG before my com-
mentating career

outside the game. Many of
them would not be inter-
ested in risking a profes-
sional contract with a hard-
up club in the Fourth
Division.

Conference clubs have
enjoyed outstanding suc-
cess in the FA Cup —
Altrincham, Telford, Yeo-
vil, Sutton and, more
recently, Farnborough.
Those promoted to the
League — Scarborough,
Maidstone and Barnet,
have all done well, and
when Lincoln and Darling-
ton were relegated from the
Fourth Division to the Con-
ference, they bounced back
stronger than ever.

When the Football
League is restructured after
the formation of the Pre-
mier League, more Confer-
ence clubs should be invited
to join the set-up. Wycombe

Wanderers would be a won-
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