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Tough decisions ahead after full-timers clinch a return to the big League on goal difference

NICK

TOWNSEND
reports on the
reality of life
at Layer Road

JULIUS CAESAR punched the air
with manic fervour, the Prince
Charles lookalike looked cautiously
optimistic, while the character
d as a condom just shivered.

Anxiety about premature exhilara-
tion, no doubt. Turn up in fancy dress

had been mwted It had

at the promotion carnival, the Layer
Road ta}t‘.hf .

Promotion will
not be a picnic
for Colchester

to former

before the game ... smd we all kriow.
what that can prelude.

A victory, any victory, would suffice
if Colchester’s full-timers were to
return to the Fourth leswn from
whence they were discharged two sea-
sons ago. In the event, it dldn’t reqmre
too much industry or enterprise from
the ebullient troops of the Garrison
town to see off the already-doomed
Barrow boys and clinch the Vauxhall
Conference league title on goal differ-
ence from Wycombe.

Yet, as the celebrations following the -

50 win ensued, it was the view of a
teddy bear col]ectmg cash around the
which suggests that

hel.ghts is not going to ‘be any picnic.

‘First season player-manager Roy Mc-
Donough said: “The pressure’s now on
the chairman and directors. If we can
keep this mob together we can cause a
.few surpnses next season ’

in the
heat of triumph, but w1thin them is a
tacxt a,cceptanoe that decisions are due
hich will not be immedmtely palata-
ble to the 7,193 present.
A Back to the League Appeal among
upporters, & ground that appears that
n might have been constructed when
the Romans first set foot in the town
and dire warnings from chairman
James Bowdidge that the commercial
value of at Ieast one quality player —

probably Mark Kinsella or Steve Mc-
Gavin — might have to be realised if
they are to survive, illustrate just why
the Football League would have been
‘better served had the part-timers from
Buckinghamshire prevailed.

Not least, it appears implausible that

@ club with limited support — crowds

mrely excee 2,500 earlier in the
— can continue ‘to function via-

‘bly mth full-time staff.

‘His club narrowly averting closure
last year, Bowdidse concedes that ‘we
are continuing to spend more money
than we are Tradition and

earning’.
heritage are but worthless commeodities

when penury beckons.

d the commotion it was a

N et
American, Mike Masters,

q
who

venomously struck the first of a hat-
trick, then glanced another with his
head inside the first quarter hour.
When the visitors’ forward Phil
Power left Jason Cook prone in an off-
the-ball incident to take an early bath,
‘Barrow — and Wycombe — were floun-
dering. Then along came McDonough
with ms 29th goal of the season glee-
fully to plunge both their heads under
the surface.

Roy of the United may not quite

‘have the same ring to it as that fellow

from the Rovers, but this urbane,

.moustachioed character, who might be

Des Lynam’s younger brother, is a

local hero of similar proportions.
The 33-year-old gypsy of the lower
leagu whose seven previous clubs

'have included Southend, Birmingham,
Walsal

1, Exeter, predmts he’ll inerease
his goal tof 30 in Sunday’s FA
Trophy fmal at Wemhley

The irony of Masters’ contribution —
to this observers eye his assured touch
and vision echpsed the majority of his
team-mates — is that it effectively
makes him redundant.

The 25-year-old from New York will
require a work permit if he is to play
in_ the ue and normally that is
only granted to international players.

He said: ‘On my dﬂiel feel Tm as
good as anyone in squad
‘With the World Cup coming up I feel
they should be lookmg at as many
players as they can.!

COLCHESTER: Masters (min,15, 77), Smith @), Mo-
Donough (65).



