O’NEILL

" Blues need new blood

for promotion run-in

WYCOMBE Wanderers’
search for new players
goes on, as manager
Martin O’Neill seeks to
guide his team - through
the late-season minefield
to a Division Two play-
off place.

O'Neill, undeterred by a
transfer hiccup last week
that prevented him signing
Southend striker Gary
Jones last weck, pledged to
keep looking for new blood
to boost "Blues® flagging
troops.

The Wycombe boss was
speaking after his team’s frus-
trating draw at Swansea on
Saturday.

The Welsh team’s equalis-
er, cancelling out Miquel
Desouza’s sccond-half goal,
came deep in injury time to
rob Wycombe of the full
three points and leave them
in sixth spot in the Icague.

They are now five points
adrift of top teams Brentford
and Birmingham, and
Saturday’s result has helped
underline O’Neill’s long-held
conviction that more cover is
needed to ensure his team
battles right to the line for a
play-off place.

“We need to get some peo-
ple in, there’s no doubt about
it,” he spelled out again,
before paying tribute to the
players he already has.

“The people already here
at the club have done excel-
lently, but they can’t do it all
on their own,” O’Neill
observed.

The manager had hoped to
acquire Jones’ services” in
time for Saturday’s game,
after approaching Southend
boss Steve Thompson follow-
ing Wycombe’s 1-0 Capital
League win over the east
coast side last Thursday.

Jones and Thompson were
happy about the feasibility of
the move. But Jones ruled
out a longer-term
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arrangement, because the
Yorkshirc-born player has
been suffering from home-
sickness and wants to return
to Doncaster.

O’Neill paid tribute to the
men he did have out at Swan-
sea, who, he felt had done
him proud for the first 90
minutes.

“It was very disappointing
their cqualiser came so late.
We thought we had taken the
best they could throw at us.
Defensively, we played very
strongly. A lot of people
worked hard in doing their
bit,” he said.

(O’Neill made special men-
tion of the players who came
in to help him out in the cur-
rent injury, illness and sus-
pension crisis that has left
him without a clutch of first-
choice players.

“Considering the side we
had out — Nicky Reid was
playing in his first League
game this season — I think I
could not have asked any
more of some of them such as
Steve Thompson, Simon Gar-
ner and Mickey Bell. They
did all they possibly could.”

O’Neill accepted his side
had failed to build up a com-
manding advantage, but
refused to take a pessimistic
view of the outcome.

“] can’t say we created an
awful lot of chances. but the
goal looked to be enough.”

York, Oxford at home to

Stockport and Blackpool at
Swansea) will clarify
Wycombe’s position before
they next take the field at
home to Stockport on
Saturday.

The trio of teams concern-
ing O'Neill, all in the chasing
pack behind the top two, all
play tonight, giving the man-
ager and his squad time to
take in what has happened, as
they gear up for what is likely
to be a crucial few days in
their promotion challenge.

By the timé we go into
Saturday’s game, we will have
a fair idea of what we need to
do with our 16 games left,”
O’Neill predicted.

The Blues boss added he
feels his team must make the
most of this weekend’s match
and a sccond home game,
against Bradford City three
days later, if they are to stay
in the promotion race.

Wycombe have bad memo-
ries of their trip to Stockport,
where they were beaten 4-1 in
a poor display last
September. .

Bradford also proved an
carly stumbling block at Val-
ley Parade, looking much too
sharp for Blues, again back in
September.

O’Neill’s men have impor-

tant scores to scttle with both
the northern sides in the next
week.
BNicky Reid was picked by
team-mate and clevenSEV-
ENTY match pundit Lec
Turnbull as the Bucks Free
Press Awayday Winner at
Swansea.



