REPORT
By Claire Nash

. DEFENDER Paul McCarthy
- became the third player in

seven days to sign for Wycombe
. Wanderers yesterday. ;
. With all being quiet on the trans-

Blues welcomed the 24-year-old
Brighton skipper with open arms at
the end of a hecnc but happy,
week.
- McCarthy’s amval followed hot
on the heels of stalwart midficlder
Keith Ryan signing a new two-year
contract and Wycombe snapping
up goalkeeper Brian Parkin on a
| free transfer from Bristol Rovers,
with all threc giving a welcome

sales.

McCarthy, a former Republic of
Ireland Under-21s international,
has signed a three-year contract,
but his fee will be set by a tribunal,
‘which'will at least give Wycombe a
chance to save up some money.
. Blues’ klttty is empty unless they
- can raise funds from the sales of
' Steve McGavin and Brian

. McGorry wh ain on the trans-

. fer list. Othi Wycombe may

- have to di son ticket sale
coffers early. e

: McCarthy, h, was delighted

to join Blues.
- persuading by Wycombe boss Alan
Smith,
g revealed

\the chance to join
of the reasons was
as impressed when
I met hl was impressed gener-
ally wit
ambitious,” he said.
McCarthy ‘wants
tuﬂ)uk.nt times with
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fer front thus far this close-season,

boost to the club’s season ticket

theé central defender'» :

¢ club. They are very

'.chancef to go to Prem;ershl club

Pleased to meet you: New Blues defender Paul McCarlhy shakos on n wlth boss Alan Smi(h

soon as posmblc Smith said: “I
want players that other people

~want and I feel that I can include

Paul McCarthy, Brian Parkin and

Keith Ryan in that category.”
The Wycombe manager’s

smooth-talking ways also did the

trick with Ryan and Parkin (pic-

tured below). Ryan turned down a
 Leic

; «an excepmona

“I had a long meeting with. h1m
(Ryan) on Friday. I think I had -
treated him pretty well. I'had given
him a fair chance to sce what was
in the market for him,” said Smith.

Parkin, 30,- and Smith share a
mutual respect from their days

together at Crystal Palace. “He is
goal ceper and a

aid the Blues boss

join Slough, while defend

lookmg forward to playmg now.”

WFormer Blues defender Terry
Howard and striker Simon Garner
signed for Conference club Wokmg
this week.

deﬁelder Simon St‘aepleton is to




