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Blues· .axe boss-as cldb sinks to 'bottom 

By PAUL HARRIS and 
SHARON WALTER 

v· ':OMBE Wanderers 
m(:utager Alan · Smith was 
sacked yesterday after the 
club slumped to the bot-

- tom of their league. 
Mr ·Smith and his assistant 

David Kemp were axed by club 
chairman lvor Beeks fbllowing 
a terrible start to the season. 

The Blues languish bottom of 
Nationwide League Division Two 
and were thrashed 6-3 at Peterbor­
ough on Saturday. They are now 
one of only three Football League 
teams in the entire country still 
without a win - which led 
incensed fans to chant 'Smith Out' 

~ ~ after the latest fiasco . 
Ivor Beeks said yesterday after­

noon: "When Alan came we fully 
eJqJected him and David to take us 
further than they have. 

"I can honestly say that my rela­
tionship with bpth Alan and David 
has been excellent, I have always 
been kept informed of everything 
that has gone on. We have parted 
on the best of terms this morning." 

He went on: "The board of 
directors decided that the results 
dictated the situation. You are 
judged on points and results and 
both of them accepted that 
situation." 

Mr Smith's contract runs out in 
June 1997. He told fans : "It's a 
fantastic d ub and there's a lot to 
be proud of here. There are so 
many good things here. I just hope 
they can be built upon. 

"I think one has to be honest 
and say the results have not been 
what we would have wanted, but 

. there have been lots of reasons for 
that. I am not going to go into the 
ins and outs of it now/ ' he added. 

He went on: "I have always put 
the. club first. I have never put my 
own thoughts first, and if any of 
the players think about it they will 
realise that I have put the club 
first. 

"They may not have liked some 
of the decisions that I made, but I 
really did it on the basis that I 
thought they were right . for 
Wycombe Wanderers. There are 
too many good things at this club 
for it not to go on and be 
successful." 

Assistant boss David Kemp, who 
was also shown the door, added: "I 
don't think Alan was particularly 
accepted when he came here and 
it's not run smoothly since and it's 
been very difficult for him. 

"You cannot argue with the 
results, they have been very poor." 

Youth team coach Neil Smillie 
has taken control of team selec­
tion, and a short-list to replace Mr 
Smith will be drawn up soon. 

Club captain Terry Evans com­
mented: "The lads who did not get 
on with the boss are over the 
moon and they will be pumped up, 

. and others may not." . 
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Axed: Wycombe Wanderers manager Alan Smith 






