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FORMER Wycombe
Wanderers hero Simon
Garner has been jailed
for nine months for
contempt of ‘court for
breaching a divorce
agreement with his
ex-wife.

But the sentence has not
affected the striker’s appe-
tite for goals - he has
already scored a double hat-
trick during his first game
for the prison team.

The former Blues player,
who scored durin% the memo-

1

rable 1994 Wembley play-off
win against. Preston North

End, lost his liberty at a county

couﬂ:hearmg last Wednesday.

He was found to be in
breach of an undertaking made
at an earlier hearing concern-
ing the distribution of matri-
monial assets between himself
and ex-wife Mandy.

Garner, who lives in Maid-
enhead with his girlfriend, was
until recently a regular visitor
to Adams Park, where he
became renowned for his love
of cigarettes and beers after
games as much as for his goals.

He left the club earlier this
year but was still one of the
fans’ favourites to succeed

Ex-Blues star jailed
in divorce dispute

sacked manager Alan Smith, in
October.

This week, Wanderers play-
ers and staff were reeling from
the news of his imprisonment.

Chairman Ivor Beeks said
yesterday: “We were all pretty
devastated.

“We knew and loved Simon
from his time at Wycombe
Wanderers and he was a tre-
mendous chap to have around
the place.”

Terry Howard, who played
with the striker during his days
at Wycombe and his season at
GM Vauxhall Conference side

Jailed: Simon Garner

Woking, said: “It seems very
harsh indeed that you can end
up in jail from a divorce.

“Garns is a smashing fella. It
is a shame it has gone down
this road.” ,

His solicitor Paul Schofield,
of Farleys in Blackburn, said
yesterday: “We will be appcal—
ing against the sentence.

Garner was jailed at Black-
burn, where his ex-wife still
lives, and sent to a category C
prison, ncar Preston, Lancs,
that night, before being trans-
ferred to the Kirkham Open

Prison the next day.

“ It was there that the player,

- who scored 199 Football

League goals, made his stun-
ning debut for the prison foot-
ball team in the Blackpool and
Fylde Combination.

The striker, dubbed ‘Super
Si” by Blues fans, scored six
goals on his 37th bxrthday, on
Saturday, in an 8-3 demolition
of opponents Lytham Leisure.

Terry Howard joked: “He’s

rovcd he can score at all
evels.”

Lytham Leisure team man-
ager Rob Green said: “Garner
was’ in a different league. It
was impossible to mark him.”



