WANDERERS ROUND-UP

Rowb()tham’s first to go in Gregory’s clear-out |

DEFENDER Jason Rowbotham
has become the first player to
leave. Adams Park as John Gre-
gory starts the process of trim-
ming the club’s wage bill.

The Blues boss, who had 23
profcssionals signed on, said
before Christmas that he may
have to move players. out before
he can bring anyone new in.

Rowbotham left by mutual con-
sent on Christmas Eve, six months
before his contract was due to
end.
<He is now training with Ply-
mouth Argyle, where he was on
loan carlier this season.

W The ticket office is advising fans
to get to Adams Park early for
Sunday’s FA Cup clash with
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Bradford City.

The warning comes after some
fans missed the Boxing Day kick
off because of long queucs of last-
minute supporters.

Wanderers’ sales and marketing
manager Mark Austin said: “We
don’t want supporters outside at
the kick off we would like them all
inside the ground in time for the
start.”

He is advising supporters to buy
their tickets today or to make sure
they arrive in plenty of time.

Supporters are advised to retain
their match tickets as they will be
treated as priority vouchers
should the club progress to the
fourth round for the first time in
its history. ’

WWanderers will be hoping his-
tory repeats itself when they travel
to Thatcham Town for the first
round of the Berks and Bucks
Cup on January 13. i
The last time the Blues played
at Waterside Park, two years ago
in the same round of the same
competition, they won 4-1.

MBeccause of the first team’s
Auto Windscreen Shield match at
Swansea on Wednesday, the
reserves’ Capital League fixture at
home to Stevenage has been
brought forward.

The game will now be played on
Monday night, (kd 7.45;m).
B The reserves have a‘tracted an
average attendance cf 120 for
their Capital League matches at
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Adams Park."
Season -ticket holders are
admitted free to reserve matches.

HMMike Bailey, the referee who
incurred John Gregory’s wrath for
allowing the Boxing Day game
against Walsall to go ahead on a
frozen pitch, is about to receive a
match video in the post from the
Blues boss.

Gregory wants him to see again
the challenge Walsall goalkeeper
James Walker made to prevent
Neil Davis opening his account.

Gregory, who likened the chal-
lenge to Schumacher’s assault on
Batiston during the French Euro-
pean Championship, said after
watching it on video that Walker
was lucky to stay on the field.
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unday soccer comes to

town this weekend as

Wycombe Wanderers
meet Bradford City in their
third round FA Cup draw.

The match was due to take
place tomorrow, but has been
put back a day because of the
ferocious weather conditions.

Bradford will have former
England stars Chris Waddle
and Gordon Cowans in their
squad on Sunday.

Although they have such
big names on board, Brad-
ford are struggling at the bot-
tom of the first division.

The visitors were dealt a

double blow when the Blues .

beat them 4-0 and 5-2 last
season in Division Two.

But Bradford still made it
to the first division via the
play-offs and have found the

going tough ever since.

Wanderers go into the
match with problems.

John Cornforth, whose con-
tribition to Wanderers so far
has only been 40 minutes in
four weeks, remains a fitness
doubt. He suffered a recur-
rence of his hamstring injury
during his Boxing Day debut
as the Blues lost against Wal-
sall and it is touch and go
whether he will make it..

‘Wanderers will definitely
be without striker Neil Davis
and influential midfielder
Michael Simpson.

They are both victims of
the FA’s-new rule which pre- -
vents loan players from taking
part in the competition.

That should mean a place
in the starting line-up again
for John Williams. .




