rShake those

Shakers up

A VIEW FROM THE STAND
By Ron Barnett

LAST weel’s late winner for Gilling-
ham prevented us getting the much
needed draw to stay on schedule for
our 53 points survival target.

We are now 2 point behind my”
results plan and stili need 15 points
from our lasi nine games. A pretty
tall order at the best of times but, this
could turn into mission impossible if
we don't win on Saturday.

With Shrewsbury suffering a terri-
bie run of form, and appearing to be
in free-fali towards a relegation
slace, the six-pointer cliché will be
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the ground.

¢’s nerves will be
nd throughout the
match. 1 jusi hope John Gregory and
Richard Hill will be able to keep the
players calm and focused. This is one
of my home win bankers and our cat
is getting much too old to be kicked
every Saturday night!

The way Buiy are playing, we can-
not expect too much joy on Easter
Monday. Not only are they top of the
lcague, the Shakers have only con-
ceded six goals at home all season.
They are also the only Premier or
Nationwide team still protecting an
unbeaten yecord at home.

Compare this with our one away
win and strike rate of less than one
goal per game, and the size of the
problen is clear.

Apparently, the least number of
goals Bury have conceded at home in
a season stands at 13 in 1994/95.
With only five home games left, they
are aiming for a new record. So the
plan is simple, we go up there, stuff
them 8-0, ruin their record and jump
out of the relegation zone. Couldn’t

jang

be casier!

i
i HOME AWAY
Team PW DL FAWD L FAPIs
Bury 3613 5031 655 82128 64
Brentford 37 7101 251710 3 62718 64
Luton 3612 333311 57 62528 61
‘Watford 36 9 722010 6 9 31916 21
Bumley 3812 254021 §7 72119 60
" Crewe 3713 433513 51 111328 59
Stockport 34 9 53231275 52624 58
Mittwall 3812 262619 48 62025 58
Bristol C 3810 443515 6 5 92129 57
Wrexham 38 8 722620 59 51416 55
i Walsall 3710 7 33018 52 101422 54
i Blackpool 37 9 633118 47 81521 52
Chesterfid 35 8 63 2115 6 4 81216 52
Gillingham 3710 3 5 2820 4 5 101630 50
Br'mouth 38 7 7 6 2017 6 4 91621 50
Preston 3911 442718 3 2 151433 48
Plymouth 37 6 851718 54 92433 45
Bristal R 3810 45292017 11 922 44
York 87 7 472324 46 91630 43
Shrewsby 89 7 672528 3 6 102235 42
Wycombe 37 9 3 6 1913 1 5 131737 38
Peterboro 38 5 773230 36 101637 37
Rotherhm 38 4 731621 26 111632 31
Nots Co 38 3 791821 25 121129 27
| Shirewshury anwn
| It’s getiing tight down at the
3
4

bottom of this division, and

| don’t Wycombe know it, Their

| defeat at the hands of Cup

. heroes Chesterfield left them in

| a precarious position, and failure

|to win their game in hand over
fellow strugglers Peterborough
would be cataclysmic.
Meanwhile, Shrewsbury are as

! good as safe from any threat of
the drop if they win this one,

l which they will do handsomely,

| especially if their exctically

| named goalkeeper Benny Gail

~ keeps it tight at the back.

| Last Season: 2-0
Prediction:

i Wycombe 1-2 Shrewsbury

Juniors jum;
' back to top
of the table

| Wycombe Wand Juniors 0
Palace Juniors 0

PALACE, chasing a rousth -
cessive championship, bounced
back to top spot in the South
| Bast Counties League Second
: Division with a prized point on
Saturday.

They leapfrogged over Luton
Town, beaten 2-1 at Bristol
City, though the Hatters’
youngsters have a game in
hand.

Palace’s youth development
officer Geoff Taylor said: “It
was a dour struggle on a
bumpy pitch.. We had 65 per
cent of the play and they did
not have a scoring chance. It

. was typical of two teams meet-

ing so soon again.”

They had drawn 1-1 in a
Southern Junior Floodlit Cup-
tie three days before.

Kieron Loughran impressed
in midfield, while new Palace
professional Gareth Graham
improved on his previous out-
ing after returning from injury.

Palace - Ormshaw, Hibburt, Evans,
Graham, Woozley, Mullins, Stevens (sub:
Harris 45 min), Kennedy, Morrison (sub:
Martin 60 min), Loughran, Folan (sub:
Carliste 60 min). Subs: Sears, Harney
(not used).

- On  Saturday,
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drawn with them four days

beforehand in the Southern Junior Floodlit
Cup. The match never reached the heights of
the Cup game and was a fotal stalemate with
both defences well in control. Matt Hodson,
who handled confidently throughout made a
good save from Kerinedy in the 31st minute,
while, nine minutes later, at the other end, a
fine cross from Frank Brannan was headed
straight at the keeper by Andy Baird. That
though was about all the goalmouth action in
the first half. In the second half, we had to
withstand some early Palace pressure, but held
out comfortably, with Alan Beeton in superb
form. He won several fine headers, particularly
from the long throw-ins of Harris. We then went
nearest to scoring when both Richard Teale and
Andy Baird chipped efforts just over. Line-Up:-
M.Hodson, I.Hendry (G.Wraight), D.Fitzpatrick,
A.Beeton, J.Lamb, M.Rowlands, FBrannan,
J.Sheffield, R.Teale (L.Johnson), A.Baird,
M.Harkin.

Action from the match sees (left) Jeff Lomb staying close to his man and (righi]
Frank Brannan showing good close control (Photos Paul Dennis)



