Last respects
to my former
apprentice
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By Steve Brown

UNFORTUNATELY it’s been a really

sad week for me.

On Wednesday, I attended the
funeral of Blackpool’s Martin Aldridge
who died in a car crash. He was my
apprentice at Northampton and used to
clean my boots for me.

You couldn’t wish to meet a nicer
lad. Nothing used to get him down. He
was one of those happy-go-lucky char-
acters who always had a smile on his
face which can be quite a hard thing to
do in football.

He was a good player as well and it is
such a waste.

If things had worked out differently
he could have been a Wycombe player.
He was given a free by Oxford and
called me to see if there was anything
going at Wycombe when Neil Smillie
was manager. Neil was quite keen and
told him to come in for training but
Blackpool offered him something more
concrete so he went there instead.

There were a lot of people at his
funeral in Daventry. He was on loan at
Rushden and Diamonds when he died
and they were all there, along with eve-
ryone from Blackpool, which was really
good as they had played the night
before.

Our former centre forward Miquel
Desouza was there with all the Rush-
den lads and Mickey Bell, who knew
Martin from our Northampton days,
made it along.

I also caught up with Blackpool’s
Brett Ormerod, whose leg I broke in a
challenge at Adams Park earlier this

season. He’s back in light training now

and doing some swimming which
pleased me because it hit me really
hard when I broke his leg.

That was an accident, but there were
some really nasty challanges when 1
played in the Berks and Bucks Cup at
Thatcham on Tuesday night. I got
pulled off in the second half and I think
it was just as well.

I think Gibbo was right to take me
off because I might well have ended up
in trouble because if the referee isn't
protecting you, you have to protect
yourself.

Mo Harkin got kicked all over the
place but luckily we came through it all
unscathed. We’ve got some good
youngsters and they showed their
character. -

I sec that the club are up for sale at
£8 million. I think that’s a real snip.
There’s bound to be a few people queu-
ing up to take that. Everything is in
place here and the club is just waiting
to take off.

If T won the lottery I would put my
girlfriend in the boardroom. There
aren’t enough women in boardrooms.
Karen Brady set the trend and then
Delia Smith at Norwich but that’s it.

HOW THEY STAND

Team PWDL FAWD L FA Pt
Preston 2810 222514 76 12711 59
BristolR 2910 3 121.8 82 52515 59
Wigan 2810 3125 859 02415 57
Millwall 30 9 512311 64 52120 54
Burniey 2812 1129 928 41115 51
Stoke - 29 6 5320158 73 42014 48
Gilingham 27 9 2 32015 4 5 41818 46
NottsCo 29 6 3 52116 7 4 42014 46
Brentford 30 8 3 4 2318 4 4 71622 43
Luton 290 8 422918 33 91223 40
Wycombe 29 7 3 42218 36 61619 39
Bourm'th 30 8 4 32713 3 2101532 39
Bristol C 29 411 018 8 43 71623 38
Oldham 20 6 351813 4 4 71320 37
Bury 27 5 63262335 51513 35
Colchester 30 6 3 62428 3 4 81530 34
Wrexham 28 4 551517 35 71426 31
Scunthrpe 20 4 3 81121 35 61624 29
Cardiff 29 3 741419 2 4 91321 26
Reading 28 4 831814 1 3 91734 26
Blackpool 29 2 6 6 1624 3 4 81524 25
Oxford 29 3 481324 33 8112225
Chesterfid 29 3 56 91215 9 822 22
CambUtd 27 4 552322 04 21020 21




