Blues ready to bury hopes of a double

WYCOMBE Wanderers will be
bidding to win only their second
quid-a-kid game when Bury visit
Adams Park tomorrow looking to
become the first team to do the
double over the Blues this season.

But Wycombe boss Lawrie
Sanchez is in no mood to surrender
his team’s record.

He said: “No-one has beaten us
twice this season and I intend us to
keep that record until the end of
the season.”

And, with all the players on

performance-related contracts, he
promised Blues won’t be in easy-
strect tomorrow as they play the rest
of the season in a comfortable mid-
table position.

He said: “We won’t be taking it
easy. I want to get to 51 points as
soon as possible and I'm already
planning for next season. I want to
finish this one well so that we start
next season with a running start.”

Tomorrow, Mark Rogers will con-
tinue as centre back alongside Paul
McCarthy as Jason Cousins shuffles

across to right back in place of the
injured Matt Lawrence.

Andy Baird also comes back into
the squad after resuming training
yesterday following his neck injury,
while Chris Vinnicombe should also
be ok after having four days rest on
his twisted knee.

The boss is also backing 16-goal
top scorer Sean Devine to end his
six-game scoring drought and still
fancies him to hit 25 this season,
while he has set fit-again Jermaine
McSporran a target of ten goals.

Ref Dermot says ‘change the rules’

PREMIERSHIP referee
Dermot Gallagher has wel-
comed the FA’s plans to
introduce a ten-yard dissent
rule next season and said it
is time something was done
to stop players arguing with

| officials.

The FA admitted last
Saturday that they are on
the brink of introducing the
rugby-style rule which will
see players pushed ten
yards further back towards
their own goal if they show
dissent.

Gallagher, the commer-

Vinny: ‘Boss made me stay’

FORMER Glasgow Rangers
defender Chris Vinnicombe said

boss Lawrie Sanchez was the

major reason behind his deci-
sion to sign a new two-year con-
tract at Adams Park.
Vinnicombe said: “He was a
big factor in me signing. Since
he’s been here things have really
changed. He’s brought in Terry

Gibson and Terry’s experienced
and good on the training pitch
and makes the guys laugh and
then the gaffer comes over and
it’s all serious. It’s a bit like the
good cop, bad cop routine.

“You need a pair like that,
one who likes a laugh with the
lads and the manager who gets
down to business.”

cial manager at Ryman
League Thame United,
said: “It’s like having a
police car on the motorway.
You see it and reduce
speed without actually hav-
ing to be told. Hopefully
this rule will have the same
effect on players and will
stamp out the backchat.
“They’ve had this rule in
Jersey for four years and it’s
been very successful and it

works in rugby.”

Gallagher, who was in
charge when Leeds and
Spurs’ players interrupted
their Premiership match for
a mass brawl two weeks
ago, said: “It makes me
laugh that players are being
paid £20,000 a week and
can’t control their tempers.
Players dissent has got
worse and it is also being
highlighted a lot more.

“No-one likes to see play-
ers bad mouth referees and

if this rule rids the game of |

the problem then it’s got to
be worth it.”

Royal Grammar School
and England schoolboys
rugby coach Colin Tatter-
sall believes footballers
could benefit from the
rugby-style rule.

He said: “I thinks it’s ter-
rific. You don’t see dissent
like that on the rugby field
because the players know
that if they show it they will
be pinned back.”




