We will all
be just fine

STEVE BROWN

PARKLIFE

1 WOULD like to start by wishing all
our readers and all the Wanderers fans
‘a happy Christmas.

I know we didn’t give you the best of
presents last week but I'm sure we’ll
put that right tomorrow.

Every team has one bad result in a
season and we had ours at Stoke. But
we’'re not panicking. Look at
Liverpool they lost 4-0 at Chelsea last
week but they’re still many people’s
favourites to win the title.

Part of our trouble at Stoke was that
we had to play with ten men for so
long. The gaffer is trying to clamp
down on our discipline record this
season and I'm one of those he has
back-fined for being sent off.

He wasn’t fining us at the start of
the season but everyone who has been
sent off has had to pay up now.

It’s funny, football must be the only
job in the world where you get fined
for doing something wrong.

We get docked if we’re late for
training, late for the team bus or if
we're not wearing flip-flops in the
shower. Fans are’ very quick to say
players should be fined when they do
something wrong but imagine how

they would react if they were fined

because they got into the office late.

Still, as I say, I take it on the chin
because the fines are then spent buying
Christmas presents for the the kids in
Wycombe Hospital.

We went up there on Monday and
as usual it was a very moving
experience. It was particularly
emotional for me because for the first
time ever they let us into the Special
Care Baby Unit.

Having spent so much time in
hospital with my baby boy Maxwell, I
really appreciate what the parents were
going through, so it was nice to be able
to share a bit of happiness.

Going to the hospital was a tradition
which John Gregory started when he
was manager and 'm a glad it has
stayed.

However one tradition that has
disappeared is the lads buying each

. other presents like we did under

Martin O’Neill. We all used to pull a
name from a hat and then have to buy
that player a present.

It was all a bit of fun and it’s a
shame it’s disappeared because I can
think of a few things I'd have bought
the lads.

I'd have got Stewart Castledine a
half-hour session on the sunbeds and
some leeks for Stuart Roberts to make
him feel at home. I'd have bought
Mark Rogers a book on British culture
and tradition; Alan Hutchinson a
book on learning to cope with modern
technology and Paul McCarthy one of
those self-help books on how to be
cheerful, because he’s always moaning.

And I know what the lads would
have got me. It would have been a pair
of matching his and hers towels
because they reckon Martin Taylor
and I are like a married couple because
of the amount of time we spend
together.

HOW THEY STAND
Team PW DL FAWD L FA Pt
Stoke 21 8 2121 652 3131243
Brighton 21 8 1118 846 1128 43
Brenfford 22 8 3028 8 43 41517 39
Bristol C 23 7 2219 953 41814 41
Reading 21 6 14171261 3139 38
Cardiff 22 5 511812 4 4 31512 36
Tranmere 22 6 3 22811 4 2 51421 35
Wycombe 22 7 4 02310 2 4 51018 35
Huddersfid 2t 6 3 21812 3 3 41211 33
QPR 22 5 421810 4 2 51416 33
Colchester 22 7 1 31811 2 3 61623 31
Oldham 22 6 3221 916 41520 30
Blackpool 22 4 B 11512 3 2 61422 29
Wigan 22 3 351715 4 3 41514 27
Peterboro 21 6 132311 22 7 71827
Swindon 21 4 331112 33 51116 27
Bournemth 22 6 2 31611 13 7 921 26
Chesterfld 22 4 151616 25 4 81124
PortVale 22 4 341713 23 6-918 24
Bury 22 4 251315 31 71022 24
Nofts Co 22 2-5 41215 2 3 61523 20
Wrexham 23 3 3 61420 21 81333 19
Nthamptn 22 3 1 7 919 21 81223 17
Cmbridge - 22 3 5 31518 0 110 627 15




