It’s great
that fans
can smile

once more

STEVE BROWN
PARKLIFE

WE’VE still got a lot to play for this

season.

When we got beat at Cambridge, we
started on another run and that’s the
‘most important thing. When our
unbeaten home record came to an end,
it was important to get another run
going. The gaffer’s never been too
- bothered about our home form; we
need to win more away.

It was a massive game against
Bristol and I was very pleased with a
great result but we’ve been struggling
with our passing game recently.

Against Port Vale, the pitch has
been bad and we couldn’t really pass it
because of the surface.

The pitch at Adams Park is
‘probably the worst it has been for
years. I've never known it to be so
heavy. Even players like Rhino who
have been here for longer say it’s never
been so bad.

But it was a good pitch at
Chesterfield and it was nice to get back
to passing the ball.

I thought for the first half, we had a
lot of possession for an away side. But
we did need to get a goal so it was
great when Sean [Devine] scored.

Then we were resilient. There were a
few dodgy moments but 1 remember
‘talking to Micky Forsyth, the youth
team manager, and he said he loves
winning 1-0 because it shows you’ve
got some courage about yourself.

To get a result there was great for
the fans. We’ve had a couple of poor
performances on the road so it was
nice to put that right and let them go
home with a smile on their faces.

I'm delighted for Sean; it’s great to
see him playing. I never doubted he’d
not get back to scoring — he’s a natural
scorer — but I saw him at his lowest,
not playing and I’m just happy to see
him laughing and joking and playing
his football.

A lot of credit for that must go to
Dave Jones, the physio. He’s been his
counsellor and mentor, everything
really while Sean was injured.

We're now off to Bournemouth with
their new stadium. They've been a
bogey team but a new stadium puts
more pressure on the home side.

I played at Northampton on the old
County Ground. Tt was a three-sided
ground and a lot of teams hated going
there and playing.

The thing about new stadia is that
everyone wants to go and play there.

On Saturday, I went to an Owl
Patrol, which was for children all over
the world who are allergic to UV rays
and so can’t go out into the sunshine.

More than 200 people were there

and it was nice getting to meet these

people and having a chat with them.
We take it for granted that we can
walk about in the summer time with

short-sleeved shirts but these children

can’t do that.

I enjoy doing charity work. If you
can put a smile on peoples’ faces, it’s
great. A lot of children like to meet a
professional football so while Tm a
football player, I'il continue to do that.

HOW THEY STAND

Team PW DL FAWD LFA Pt
Reading 3311 2 42914 9 3 42215 65
Brighton 3212 21291258 41621 61
Stoke 3310 4 33111 6 5 519 21 57
Brentford 3212 3 13810 4 4 818 24 55
Bristol C 32 0 4326157 3 62419 55
Huddersfld 3210 4 32716 56 42017 55
Oldham 3210 4 23313 46 624 27 52
Tranmere 31 9 6 23413 52 716 24 50
Cardiff 32 7 683271865 52117 50
QPR 83 7 722614 6 3 81928 49
Wycombe 3110 4 13012 36 71525 49
PortVale 32 8 4 42718 4 3 §13 26 43
Colchester 33 8 3 52721 4 4 923 34 43
Swindon 33 7 4 51817 4 5 818 28 42
Chesterfld 31 7 1 82725 38 413 15 39
Wigan 32 4 57211956 52121 38
Blackpool 31 5 8 32322 43 816 28 38
Peterboro 31 7 3 53118 3 4 912 24 37
B'mouth 32 7 26232117 91630 33
Bury 32 4 661720 4 21013 31 32
Wrexham 33 5 5 72025 3 2 1120 43 31
N'thampton 32 4 3 91526 4 1 1116 31 28
NottsCo 32 3 571624 3 3112033 26
Cmbridge 31 5 6 52023 0213 938 23




