DESPITE DEFEAT

Own goal casts Wycombe ten points adrift

WANDERERS boss Paul
Lambert is refusing to write off
his team’s hopes of automatic
promotion  despite  Russell
Martin’s own goal in Saturday’s
1-0 defeat at Hereford United
casting them ten points adrift.

His team have got just eight
matches left to try and muscle
their way into the top three and
snatch the last guaranteed pro-
motion berth, which is currently
occupied by United.

But Lambert, whose team
repeatedly defied the odds to
reach the Carling Cup semi-
finals last year, says they can do
it again.

Lambert said: “Until someone
tells me mathematically we can’t
do it we will still strive for it.

“There isn’t any part of me
that thinks we can’t do it. I'm not
a negative person.

“I always think we can win and
I will keep believing we can.”

Martin’s own goal ~ headed in
from a free kick by former
Wanderer Clint Easton - proved
to be the only difference between
Wanderers and The Bulls on
Saturday.

But what a difference it made.
Wanderers began the day know-
ing that if they won they could

have trimmed the gap between
the two teams to just four points
but instead they are now ten
points behind United, who even
have a game in hand.

Lambert said: “We never
deserved to lose that but you
can't legislate for an own goal.

“Whether he had a shout or
not he should have done better
with the header and he knows
that.

- “We have got to pick the boys
up again and I have never had a

LEAGUE TWO

TEAM P WDL FAWD LFA Ps
MK Dons 37103 5311214 3 23516 78
Peterborough.38124 3411712 2 5301978
Hereford U 37 94 5281613 3 3332073
Darlington 37116 2311310 3 52714 72
Stockport 37 75 6322612 3 43022 65
Wycombe 38114 42412 7 5 7232463
Rotherham 38103 63225 7 7 52120 61
Chesterfield 38 76 63224 9 3 73024 57
Rochdale 3553 8192211 5 33623 56
Morecambe 37 8 4 62526 7 4 82326 53
Grimsby 387572426 7 5 7252452
Brentford 3864 92128 8 3 82229 49
Bradford City 36 7 3 82426 6 5 72523 47
Lincoln City 38 7 3 92530 7 1112128 46
Accrington 38 6 1121934 8 2 92336 45
Shrewsbury 37 8 4 72821 3 5102033 42
Bury 385592428 6 4 92528 42
Barnet 3565 72%25 54 81423 42
Chester City 38 4 3121827 7 4 82834 40
Dagenham 38 55 92327 6 2 11 1833 40
Macclesfield 38 37 92130 5 7 71929 38
Notts County 37 5 4101623 211 51422 36
Mansfield 36 4 2122251 5 4 91723 33
Wrexham 3555 91324 3 3101424 32

problem with that.

“They have always responded
brilliantly and they will do it
again.

“Until someone tells me we
can’t go up automatically I will
believe we can because the way
we are playing we are certainly
capable of winning games.”

But although Wanderers fell to
their second successive away
defeat, the performance of new-
boy Chris Herd on the right flank
was a major boost.

Lambert only signed the 18-
year-old on a one month loan
deal from Aston Villa but he illu-
minated Wycombe’s perform-
ance and proved that he has got
what it takes to be a major boost
for Wanderers.

Lambert said: “He only met us
a few hours before the game but
he was excellent with his drive
and enthusiasm.

“He was driving with the ball
and making things happen.

“We have got him for a month
and he can play a big part.”

Twisting the knife: Ex-Wanderer
Clint Easton, seen here beating
Gary Holt to the ball, sent over
the free-kick which Russell
Martin headed into his own net




