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Westwood heads Wanderers in the right direction again 
CHRIS Westwood netted a 
priceless winner as Wanderers 
saw off a determined Barnet side 
to move four points clear of the 
play-off pack. 

He scored his flrst goal in over a 
year when he was given the 
freedom of the penalty area to 
head home a corner. 

But Wycombe were indebted to 
goalkeeper Nikki Bull, who pulled 
off some superb ·stops as the 
relegation-haunted Bees mounted 
a second-half comeback. 

They hit the woodwork twice 
within seconds in the· flrst half. 
Firstly Bull· flung himself to his 
left to turn Mark Hughes' shot 
onto the bar before Clovis Kamdjo 
had a follow-up header deflected 

Barnet 0, 
Wanderers 1 
ANDY CARSWELL reports 

onto the upright. 
Stuart Lewis flashed a volley 

wide before a lovely piece of skill 
from Matt Bloomfield saw the 
Barnet defence open up but the 
midfielder elected to pass to Kevin 
Betsy, who was promptly tackled, 
rather than go for goal himself. 

Then with 16 seconds left of the 
two additional minutes 
Wanderers had the lead. 
Westwood was left completely 
unmarked and he had all the time 
in the world to guide Bloomfleld's 

corner into the net. 
Barnet threw everything at 

Wycombe in the second half but 
their best opening was presented 
to them by a Blues player. Lewis's 
backpass played his side into all 
kinds of danger and Izale McLeod 
nipped in, only for Bull to make 
himself big and turn his shot 
inches past the post. 

McLeod once cost Charlton 
over £!million but on this 
evidence you wouldn't know it, 
with Bull making a save with his 
feet after the pacy striker burned 
off the Wycombe back four to 
burst through on goal. 

Winger Mark Marshall was 
next to be foiled by Bull, who 
made an excellent reflex stop to 

turn his header round the post. 
Betsy almost gave Wycombe the 

cushion of a two-goal lead when 
he collected Beavan's pass and 
tormented Kamdjo but his shot 
just crept over the bar. 

Substitute Scott Rendell rattled 
the frame of the goal from a 
header before Bees midfielder 
Rossi Jarvis was harshly 
dismissed in stoppage time. 

Wanderers: Bull, McCoy, 
Westwood, Johnson, Foster, 
Ainsworth (sub McClure), 
Bloomfield, Lewis (sub Montrose), 
Betsy, Beavon (sub Rendell} , 
Strevens. Substitutes: Arnold, 
Kiernan, Pittman, Donnelly. 
Attendance: 1 ,520 (Wycombe 480) 

Pitch-perfect Wycombe 
ready for sprint finish 
THE state of the Adams Park 
pitch won't be a factor as 
Wanderers look to collect back-to­
back wins, says boss Gary 
Waddock. 

The Blues manager likes his 
sides to play passing football and 
they were able to get the ball down 
on a bowling green-like surface at 
Barnet on Tuesday night in an 
important 1-0 win. 

But Waddock says the Adams 
Park pitch isn't as bad as it looks 
despite being churned up by 
thirty rugby players, and he'll be 
asking his men to play their 
normal game as they lock horns 
with Stevenage tomorrow. 

He said: "In all fairness the 
pitch has been very good this 
season. It's only been in recent 
weeks when we've had bad 
weather that the pitch has looked 
how it is. 

"But "it's flat so there's no 
problem in terms of passing. It 
looks bare and patchy but it's not 
as bad as it looks. 

"The pitch at Barnet was 
excellent. I don't think we passed 
it as well as we would have liked 
but that's credit to Barnet. They 
put in a very good performance. 

"In this period of the season we 
are just looking for the points and 
we got them. That was the most 
pleasing thing, getting the three 
points and a clean sheet. Both of 
them are very important." 

Tuesday's win opened up a 
four-point gap between Blues and 
the play-off pack and Waddock 
has a selection headache ahead of 
the Stevenage game. 

Wanderers v Stevenage 
Adams Park 

Tomorrow, 3pm 

Key defender Dave Winfleld has 
completed his three-match ban 
after being sent off at 
Macclesfield, and Waddock will 
have to decide whether to bring 
him back into the side or keep 
faith with Leon Johnson and 
Chris Westwood at the back. 

The Blues boss said: "We've got 
a lot of good centre halves. It's 
nice we've got competition there 
b'J.t there's competition up front 
and in the middle of the park. 

"If you want to be part of a 
squad that's looking to achieve 
something there will be 
competition." 

Tomorrow's opponents are 13th 
but sit eight points outside the 
play-offs after something of a 
slump. 

Three wins in a row had 
propelled Stevenage up the table 
before they suffered successive 
defeats at Torquay and at home to 
Hereford. 

Waddock said: "They have been 
on a decent run as well. They have 
done very well coming in from the 
Conference into the League, and 
credit to their manager and 
players for doing that. 

''I'm sure their first aim is to 
consolidate in the league but they 
are in a position now where, if 
they string a few results together, 
they can push themselves into a 
play-off spot." 

LEAGUE TWO 

Chesterfield 
Bury 
wanderers 
Shrewsbury 
Rotherham 
PortVale 
Gillingham 
Torquay 
southend 
Oxford 
Accrington 
Crewe 
Stevenage 
Cheltenham 
Aldershot 
Lincoln 
Northampton 
Hereford 
Morecambe 
Bradford 
Macclesfield 
Burton 
Barnet 
StocKport 

p Pts 
36 71 
34 60 
3560 
35 56 
35 55 
34 55 
36 53 
34 48 
34 48 
35 47 
32 46 
34 45 
34145 
35 44 
35 42 
34 42 
35 40 
33 40 
35 40 
34 40 
32 38 
30 35 
35 31 
36 31 

SMOOTH SURFACE: No bobbles as Danny Foster runs with the ball 

Professional speci!alist legal advice on all accidents lncludin,g. 

WANDERERS 127 

Bull is the best 
GARY Waddock believes he's got the best goalkeeper in 
League Two in Nikki Bull. 

Wanderers' number one pulled off a string of great 
saves in the 1-0 win at Barnet as Blues kept their 12th 
clean sheet of the campaign. 

After the win Waddock said Bull's contribution was 
just as important as that of his side's strikers. 

The Blues boss said: "He is as important as your 
centre forward in terms of winning games. We talk about 
centre forwards picking up 15-20 goals which win you 
games, but you look at what he's done and the amount of 
saves he's made for us to pick up points is fantastic. 

"I worked with him when he was a younger goalkeeper 
and I was fortunate enough to work with him again at 
Aldershot. and we are delighted to have him here. 

"Is he the best in the division? For me, without a 
shadow of a doubt." 

Wad dock admitted his team had to scrap for the 
points against a side battling against relegation - but 
added he didn't care how his side plays so long as they 
keep picking up wins in their promotion push. 

He said: "It was a battling performance. We' ll take it 
any which way that comes at the moment. Tonight was a 
gutsy performance, especially in the second half. 

"Sometimes you play really well and don't get 
anything, other times you're below average and get three 
points and the win." 

Back on track 
THE disappointment of last week's 4-1 thrashing by 
league leaders Chesterfield is now out of Wanderers' 
system, says goalkeeper Nikki Bull. 

He admitted the fall-out from the reverse at the b2net 
stadium carried over into Saturday's game with Aldershot. 
where two more points were dropped. 

But Bull said the promotion bandwagon was now 
firmly back on track as Blues got back to winning ways at 
Barnet - which the keeper said could be their most 
important of the campaign. 

Wanderers' number one said after Tuesday's victory: 
"We've got the Chesterfield game out of our system now. 
The manager had a chat with a few of us and told us it's 
time to get back on track. I think we took the Chesterfield 
defeat into the Aldershot game on Saturday - for large 
parts of that game we were under par. 

"In the build-up to that [Chesterfield] game I couldn't 
see anything other than three points. We were so focused 
and up for it. I still can't put my finger on why we 
performed so badly, but that's gone now." 

Bull and several of his team-mates took to the social 
networking site Twitter last week to apologise for their 
performance in the 4-1 loss. 

He said: "At Chesterfield we let the fans down. Even 
on Saturday for parts we didn't reall9 show what we were 
about." 

Fit for pHrpose 
A FOURTH midweek fixture in a row was not a problem 
for Wanderers thanks to the club's superior medical staff, 
believes Kevin Betsy. 

Wycombe played their eighth game in the space of 24 
days when they edged out Barnet 1-0 on Tuesday evening 
but Betsy says the players aren't feeling jaded despite the 
punishing schedule. 

The Wanderers winger said: "The set-up of this football 
club is first class, way ahead of League Two standards. 
We've got a fantastic sport scientist in Stuart Ayles and all 
the medical staff help us as well. 

"A lot of the medical stuff we do. like swimming after 
games, all helps our recovery. Playing Saturday and 
Tuesday isn't a problem these days. The manager's got 
the squad of players he can sometimes rotate." 

He added confidence in the squad was sti ll sky high 
despite a couple of late wobbles, saying the football Blues 
played at times against Aldershot on Saturday showed 
what they were capable of. 

Betsy said: "Spirit's first class. Everyone's in the right 
frame of mind, we've got a great bunch of lads. No one 
player in our squad is ahead of themselves or thinks he's 
bigger than the club. 

"When we play our good football like we did in the 20 
minutes in the second half. we will destroy any team." 
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