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GOLD STAR: 

HIGH Wycombe Rugby Club saved their best until last to 
beat league champions Amersham and Chiltern in 
Wednesday night's Bucks Cup Final. 

The Kingsmead side took the trophy 
after a 29-20 win. It would have been even 
more convincing but Wycombe shipped 12 
points in the lastjew minutes. 

Their success just nudges out Kandir 
Balapandian whose first 40 runs for Little 
Marlow all came from boudaries. 

Fortune favours 
battling Blues 
Torquay 0, 
Wycombe 0. 
ANDY CARSWELL 
reports from 
Plainmoor 

-

. 

AN HEROIC defensive display from 
Leon Johnson and Dave Winfield 
enabled Blues to grab a valuable point 
against fellow promotion hopefuls 
Torquay. 

The centre halves were outstanding 
as the Blues goal came under all kinds 
of pressure from the Gulls. 

Torquay struck the woodwork twice 
and keeper Nikki Bull pulled off a top 
reflex stop to keep a clean sheet. . 

The Gulls were well on top in the 
opening minutes and strike partners 
Gavin Tomlin and Chris Zebroski 
combined to create a chance for the 
former Wanderer, but Bull kept out his 
close-range shot with his foot. 

Jake Robinson was off target with a 
glorious overhead kick from Eunan 
O'Kane's cross before Tomlin also 
missed with a rising near-post effort as 
the majority of the openings from a 
tight and tense first period came 
Torquay's way. 

Blues' defence was holding firm and 
that was epitomised by an excellent 
Johnson block from an O'Kane shot. 

The mantra from the Blues' back four 
was 'they shall not pass' and Winfield­
who earlier in the half had gone off for 
treatment for what looked like a serious 
knee injury - threw himself at a 
goalbound effort despite already being 

' down on the ground. 
The half closed with Blues' Kevin 

Betsy firing into the side netting when a 
pull back to either Scott Rendell or Matt 
Bloomfield would have been better. 

And right at the start of the second 
half Torquay had a golden opportunity 
to take the lead when Branston 
thumped Kevin Nicholson's corner 
against the near post with Bull beaten. 

At the other end, Nicholson then 
showed his abilities in defence when he 
headed Betsy's cross off the line with · 
Ainsworth closing in for the kill. 

It was nail-biting stuff for the 497 
travelling fans though as Stuart Lewis, 
Winfield and Johnson all took it in 
turns to get their bodies in the way of 
goalbound Torquay efforts. 

The two warriors at the heart of the 
Blues defence then took it in turns to 
deny Zebroski before Branston thought 
he had scored from the corner that 
came in next, but his header was turned 
away by a jaw-dropping Bull save. 

Billy Kee then failed to unlock the 
Blues defence after shooting into the 
side netting but he will feel 
disappointed not to have opened the 
scoring after a super ball from Tomlin 
had carved apart the Blues defence, 
before sub Ronan Murray's first touch 
after coming off the bench saw his 
fierce drive thump back off the bar. 
Wanderers: Bull, Foster, Winfield, Johnson, Sandell, 
Ainsworth (sub Strevens), Donnelly, Lewis, 
Bloomfield (sub Montrose), Betsy, Rendell. 
Substitutes: Arnold, Bennett, Murtagh, McCoy, 
McClure. Attendance: 4,009 (Wycombe 497) 

WOODEN SPOON: STORY OF THE WEEK: -FUNNY OF THE WEEK: 
CHESHAM United would certainly have taken sixth ploce 
in their first season back in the Southern League Premier 

LUKE Donald would be celebrating being the best golfer on 
the planet this week but for a lip-out on the third extra ploy­
off hole of The Heritage in America at the 
weekend. 

ANDREW Howard got on the podium in the first round of 
the British GT Championships at Oulton Park, but it came 

Division- players, manager and fans 
alike would have bitten your hand off for 
it last August. 

But, after a fast start that continued 
into the new year, they were challenging 
for the title a Jew short weeks ago. But no 
wins in their last six games means they 
finish sixth, outside the play-offs. 

The two-time Beaconsfield GC 
champion would have risen to the top of 
the rankings with a win, but he finished 
tied with Brandt Snedeker and then missed • 

- out when his chip stayed above ground. He 
remains the world number three. 

at a big price. 
Howard, co founder of Beechdean 

Motorsport, was racing with partner 
Jonathan Adam and the pair worked 
their way up through the fzeld to third. 

But their engine exploded as soon as 
they crossed the line and they spent the 
rest of the weekend watching the action. 

I'm sick of Nikki Bull 
Ace display leads United boss to make an inquiry for him mid-match 
IF ever Gary Waddock decides to 
sell Nikki Bull, Torquay manager 
Paul Buckle will be frrst in line to 
snap him up. 

Wanderers' number one was 
again in superb form to help his 
side keep another clean sheet, 
making one stunning save in the 
second half to keep out a Guy 
Branston header. 

Gulls boss Buckle told 
, members of the local press he was 
sick of seeing Bull in goal against 
his side, having turned in some 
stunning displays while Torquay 
and the goalkeeper's former side 
Aldershot Town battled against 
each other for the Conference 
title. 

Wycombe manager Gary 
Waddock said: "Bucks said to me 
during the course of the game, if 
you want to get rid of Bully I'll 
have him. 

"He's been outstanding this 
season. We keep saying it week 
after week- we are running out of 
what to say about him. 

"He's been magnificent and he 
showed again he's an outstanding 
keeper, and Bucks can't have 
him." 

Bull shrugged off the 
disappointment of missing out on 
a place in the PFA League Two 
Team of the Year with another 
outstanding display to deny the 
Devon club. 

Chesterfield keeper Tommy 
Lee was chosen for the divisional 
team in a decision that shocked 

HE NOSE HOW TO KEEP THE BALL OUT: Nikki Bull has been king for Wanderers this season 
BUlls' peers and colleagues: 

Team-mate Scott Rendell said 
Bull's omission was the strangest 
decision he had ever seen, but 
Blues' number one said: "I don't 
read much into the PFA team at 
all. 

"We had all the forms come· 

through t.o fill out our team of the 
year and to be honest I don't think 
any of the boys sent one back. 

"As long as the manager's 
happy, my team-mates are happy 
and the fans of my own club are 
happy, that's all I'm worried 
about. 

. "These teams of the year and 
getting people's selection for this 
and that doesn't really mean 

, anything to me. You don't get 
anything for it. 

"As long as you get the 
recognition at your own club, 
that'~ all I'm looking for." 

Blues put their destiny-back in th_eir own hands 
·FIVE minutes of madness at the 
end of the f'rrst half saw Scott 
Rendell score twice and Nikki 
Bull · save a vital penalty as 
Wanderers climbed back into the 
top three. 

Seconds after Blues took the 
lead through Rendell's header 
Bull saved his third spot-kick of 
the season to more or less confirm 
his name on the Player of the Year 
trophy. 

Unbelievably Wanderers then 
went straight up the other end to 
double their lead with a penalty of 
their · own, which Rendell coolly 
slotted home. 

A third penalty in the second 
half went Wanderers' way but 
that too was saved - denying 
Rendell a hat-trick. 

Shrewsbury's failure to beat 
Accrington meant they were 
leapfrogged by Wanderers, who 
put themselves back in charge of 

Wycombe 2, 
Crewe 0. 
ANDY CARSWELL 
. reports from 
Adams Park 

their promotion destiny. 
Wanderers' started well. A 

lovely flowing move featuring 
Stuart Lewis, Scott Donnelly and 
Gareth Ainsworth culminated in 
the recalled Ben Strevens unable 
to apply the finishing touch from 
the captain's cross. 

Lewis was getting back to his 
terrier-like best in midfield 
following an injury lay-off and 
after winning the ball he sent over 

. a hanging cross that Strevens 
looped inches over the top, before 
Ainsworth hammered wide after a 
swift counter attack. 

Having not started -in nearly 

seven weeks, Strevens led the line 
well but his 20-yard shot didn't 
have the conviction to trouble 
Rhys Taylor in the Crewe goal. 

Kevin Betsy's arcing header 
was closer to goal than Taylor was 
expecting as pressure continued 
to build from the home side ~ who 
took a . deserved lead minutes 
before the break. · 

It came from a set piece, with 
Rendell burying a header from 
Andy Sandell's delivery after 
Ainsworth had drawn a foul. 

But Blues looked like. they had 
thrown that advantage away 
instantly when within seconds 
Shaun Miller- who looked offside 
in the build-up - went over in the 
box under minimal contact from 
Danny Foster for a penalty. 
Clayton Donaldson stepped up but 
was foiled by Bull, who flung full 
length to turn away his spot-kick. 

Then, incredibly, Wanderers 

went straight up the other end to 
force a penalty of their own when 
Ainsworth, as he had for the first 
goal, was clipped by a defender. 
Rendell kept up his 100 per cent 
record for the season by sending 
Taylor the wrong way to make it 2-
0 at the break after a breathless 
few minutes of football. 

Rendell almost completed his 
hat-trick when Taylor hit a 
backpass against him, but it 
rebounded inches wiae. 

Rendell was then handed a 
chance to take home the match 
ball when Blues were given a 
second penalty after a handball. 
The striker failed to make it ten 
out of ten for the season however 
when Taylor saved his effort and 
kept out his follow-up shot. 
Wanderers: Bull, Foster, Winfield, Johnson, 
Sandell, Ainsworth (sub McCoy), Donnelly 
(sub Bloomfield), Lewis, Betsy, Strevens, 
Rendell (sub McClure). Subs: Arnold, 
Bennett, Montrose, Kiernan. Att: 4,615 


