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was doing the most to create
space for his team-mates, and he
freed Betsy again but the winger
overhit a cross with Ben Strevens
well placed.

Murray, who scored four on his
last visit to Adams Park when a
Brighton player, glanced into the
side netting when he should have
done better after being left
unattended from Garvan's
quickly-taken free-kick.

But Blues were now having the
better part of it and Price was at
full stretch to touch Donnelly's
rising shot over the bar.

South London-born wonderkid
Ibe was one of a number of
substitutes to come on during the
second half, which broke up the
pattern of the play, although one
of Palace's replacements, Thra
Sekajja, hit the post after Jon
Williams had driven at the heart
of the home defence.

Stuart Beavon had a glorious
chance to open the scoring from a
fantastic Danny Foster cross but
his flicked header crept inches
wide of the upright. Tunnicliffe
sent a header over and Donnelly
and Beavon were also off target in
a flurry of late chances as the
game fInished goalless.

Blues: Bull, McCoy (sub Foster), Winfield
(sub Johnson), Tunnicliffe, Sandell,
Ainsworth (sub DOQnelly), Lewis (sub Halls),
Harding (sub Bloomfield), Grant (sub Harris),
Betsy (sub Ibe), Strevens (sub Beavon).
Substitutes not used: Amold, Dunne.

Winfield had a rare effort from
the follow-up but his shot
clattered away off a defender as
the fIrst half petered out.

Half-time substitute Matt
BloomfIeld's fIrst act was to tee up
Kevin Betsy who in turn fed
Grant, and the winger forced
Price into his fIrst save of the
evening when he turned away his
near-post effort.

Scott Donnelly and Leon
Johnson also came on at the
break but it was BloomfIeld who

ACROBATICS: Andy Sandell clears his lines, while left 15 year-old Jordan
Ibe take on the Palace defence

TAKE IT FOR GRANTED: Joel Grant in control on Tuesday

last season.
Easter in particular endured a

frustrating game as he was
thwarted time and again
by the Blues defence.

The former Chairboy
had Palace's fIrst effort of

note when Tunnicliffe
made a fill!,! sliding tackle
,just as he was about to

t,. tuck away Wilfried Zaha's
fwell timed .pass. Moments

I later he had the ball in
..~...,.,...,1Nikki Bull's net but he was

a(.f)/I' comfortably offside.
The closest Blues came in

the first half was when
Gareth Ainsworth was
narrowly off target

~with a 25-yard drive
that looked like it was

. arrowing towards the top
corner of birthday boy
Lewis Price's net.

Generally speaking it
was the Championship
side who had more of

the openings though and
Owen Garvan stabbed

captain Darren Ambrose's
cross inches wide from close

in before Bull pulled off a
stunning block with his foot

from Murray's powerful
close range header.

At the other end
Harding was just

___~ unable to get onto the
end of a cross and defender Dave

Wanderers 0,
Crystal Palace 0

ANDY CARSWELL reports

Blues' Palace meeting
WANDERERS' new signings had
their first taste of action at
Adams Park during a goalless
draw against Championship side
Crystal Palace on Tuesday night.

James Tunnicliffe, Ben
Harding and Joel Grant all
started the game with John Halls
joining the action from the bench
in the second half.

Youngsters Kadeem Harris and
Jordan The showed plenty of skill
when they too came on but
ultimately this wasn't a game that
will live long in the memory.

Blues can be happy however
with a clean sheet against a side
whose forward line included
former Wanderers striker
Jermaine Easter and Glenn
Murray, who scored 22 times for
League One champions Brighton

It's the toughest
pre-season ever

The jury's out

NIKKI Bull was glad to have the day
off on Wednesday after taking part in
the toughest pre-season training
regime he's ever faced.

Wanderers' number one played the
full 90 minutes ofBlues' game against
Crystal Palace on Tuesday night,
having taken part in extra training
sessions earlier in the day.

Manager Gary Waddock said after
last Saturday's game with Braintree
he was expecting his players to be
tired after being put through a
punishing regime by physio Stuart
Ayles.

Bull said: "It's probably been the
toughest pre-season I have ever
known. We've been getting in early
and not leaving until5pm some days.

"We played Palace last night and did
weight training and running sessions
the same day, so they've certainly
been getting their pound of flesh out
of us."

The goalkeeper kept his fIrst clean
sheet of the pre-season campaign and
showed the form that won him both
player of the year awards last season
with a stunning save from a close­
range Glenn Murray header.

He said: "It was good to get the 90
minutes under my belt. I haven't been
one to play games too early in pre­
season, I'd rather have a week on the
training ground getting sharper.

"When I came I sat down with the
gaffer and we earmarked the games I
would play in and we said I'd play 90
minutes against Palace, West Ham and
Northampton Town."

OPINION is still divided among Blues players
as to whether Chelsea's Yossi Benayoun
meant to score the wondergoal that's become
an intemet sensation with 875,000 hits.

The Israeli midfielder scored a stunning
backheeled lob over Wycombe keeper Nikki
BUll last week, with the goal doing the rounds
onYouTube and Twitter.

BUll, said: "At the time Ididn't think he
meant it. I came out to narrow the angle - I
like to close the gap so they just hit'it against
me - and I thought he was going to take
another touch. Looking back, he definitely
meant it.

"That's life - bigger and better and well­
paid goalkeepers have let in goals like that.
You take it on the chin. As a goalkeeper I will
make mistakes that C9st goals or make you
look silly but that's the life of a goalkeeper.
You're always walking that tightrope."

Team-mate John Halls wasn't as certain.
He said: "I haven't seen it again but the I
thought he was trying to get away from our
two big defenders that were around him and
he was lucky to get it over Bully's head. Afew
people have told me he meant it and I'm still
not too sure."

Matt Bloomfield said: "I think he meant it.
On the day he was their stand out player. He's
a fantastic footballer and they missed him last
year when he was injured. This year he's going
to be a real pluS to them."
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