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It was fun while it lasted but Blues beaten by Steve McClaren's men

••

••

Lewis (sub Ibe), Grant (sub Harris),
Benyon, Rendell (sub Harding).
Substitutes not used: Ingram,
Sandell, Tunnicliffe, Beavon.
Attendance: 2,866

RETURN OF THE MAC: Former
England boss Steve McClaren

the hook by former England
manager Steve McClaren's
decision to remove Miller, they
were mistaken.

His replacement Joe Garner
was straight into the action by
freeing Robbie Findley, who fired
home via a slight deflection to
chants of "USA".

Blues had improved since the
break though and their industry
brought them a goal with 25
minutes still to play. Stuart Lewis
was unnecessarily brought down
by Joel Lynch in the area for a
penalty, which was calmly
converted by Benyon.

Youngster Jordan The was given
another chance to shine and he
almost made a name for himself
when he spun and shot inches
wide. FrOm there, Forest
countered. Garner got free of his
man and laid the ball on a plate for
the inrushing Majewski to slam
home from close range.

Wanderers: Bull, McCoy, Winfield,
Johnson, Foster, Betsy, Bloomfield,

Wanderers 1,
Notts Forest 4.
ANDY CARSWELL reports

kick but he could only guide it into
the roof of the net as the
midflelder went for power rather
than placement.

The Wycombe keeper twice
foiled McGugan before the
rampant Miller forced him into a
sharp stop at his near post.

The Championship club were
first to most things and when
Wycombe had a decent spell of
possession they failed to make the
most of it as Betsy delayed his shot
and saw it cleared by the imposing
WesMorgan.

The impressive McGugan then
saw a free-kick from out wide clip
the frame of the goal as the half
time whistle came as a relief to
Wanderers players and fans.

But it didn't take long for Forest
to be well and truly out of sight. If
Blues thought they had been let off

NOTTINGHAM Forest showed the
gulf between League One and the
Championship as they coasted to a
4-1 win over Wanderers on
Tuesday night.

Favourites to make the step up
into the Premiership after a long
absence, the Reds were two up and
coasting after just six minutes as
they tore into Blues from the off.

A flrst Wycombe goal for Elliot
Benyon was the only high point as
Blues were outclassed and
dumped out of the Carting Cup.

lt took just three minutes for the
Championship club to stamp their
authority on the game. Radoslaw
Majewski's superbly timed
through pall cut the Wycombe
back four to pieces and Ishmael
Miller showed ice cold nerves to
slot past Nikki Bull.

Two minutes later another
through ball, this time from
Jonathan Greening, did the
damage and sent Miller charging
towards goal again. Bull tripped
him up for a penalty and got a
hand to Lewis McGugan's spot

x Englan manger
masterminds cup exit

NIKKI OF TIME: Nikki Bull saves well
at his near post, but Nottingham
Forest were too good overall

JOEL Grant had his first taste of
disappointment in Saturday's defeat against
Bury after nothing but positives to the start of
his Wycombe Wanderers career.

The winger was one of the shining lights in
an otherwise drab display as Wycombe's 14
match unbeaten streak came to a
disappointing end.

He said: "The boys have been on a good
run. Since I've been here it's gone quite well
so to lose to a team that's come up with us as
well is very disappointing."

A pre-season signing from Crewe, Grant
caught the eye with a couple of man of the
match displays in friendlies against West Ham
and Northampton and already has two goals
to his name this season.

He said: "Last season I was in and out of
the team. This season I've been involved so I
can't really complain. I've enjoyed every game.
I think regular games will build confidence.
Consistency is one thing I've set myself to
work on this season."

He scored six times last season, including a
hat-trick in an 8-1 romp against Cheltenham,
and although he's set himself a goal target for
this term he's not letting slip what he's got in
mind.

He said: "I like to keep my goals to myself.
If I can get some goals and assist I'll be happy."

Grant worked under Blues boss Gary
Waddock at Aldershot and he said the
manager's influence and that of many of his
old Shots team-mates had helped him settle in
to life at Adams Park.

The 23-year-old said: "The gaffer knows me
in and out, off the pitch as well. He knows
what I'm like and to have someone
encouraging you only helps.

"Dobbo [assistant manager Richard
-Dobson] has been tremendous with me since
I've been here and obviously my team mates
have - no one can do it by themselves_"

Winger rosy

Ref not to blame

Stale Wanderers gobbled up in blue Bury pie
WANDERERS players said they're not using
the failure of referee Dean Whitestone to
award a second-half penalty as an excuse for
losing to Bury_

Joel Grant's goalbound shot was clearly
handled by Efe Sodje but the referee waved
away strong appeals for a spot kick from
players and supporters_

That came with Wycombe 1-0 down and
searching for a way back into the game.

But the players said that decision didn't
excuse a poor performance that saw them go
on to concede again in a 2-0 loss.

Grant said: "I'm convinced it's a penalty. If
his hands are down by his side then fair
enough, but when his hand goes shoulder
height you expect the referee to see it. I think
the whole stadium could see it.

"But we can't blame the referee's decisions,
we weren't good enough at times to win the
game."

Goalkeeper Nikki Bull said: "Even from
where I was it's blatantly struck a hand, but
you win some and you lose some. That's the
big talking point of the game because at the
time it was 1-0. If we score the penalty it's 1-1
with 20 minutes to go - you never know
what's going to happen.

"These things go for you and against you.
We've had a few weak penalty decisions go
for us in the past. What goes around comes
around.

"It could have been different and could
have changed the momentum of the game but
we don't want to use that as an excuse. There
will be occasions we'll get decisions we
shouldn't."

WANDERERS' 14 match unbeaten
streak came to an end after being
turned over by a workmanlike
performance from Bury.

Unlike the four matches that
preceded this one, the game
matched the first half conditions ­
drab - as Wanderers failed to
break down a stubborn visiting
defence.

But the main talking point was
Blues being denied a cast-iron
penalty with the score at 1-0 and
all the momentum with them.

In truth though Blues failed to
sufflciently trouble Bury as they
failed to build on Tuesday night's
impressive 3-1 win at Leyton
Orient.

The dangerman in that Orient
victory, Joel Grant, picked up
where he left off by running
through a gap in the Bury defence,
but he was just wide with his shot
on the run.

That glimmer of excitement

Wanderers 0,
Bury 2.
ANDY CARSWELL reports

LOCAL HERO: Elliot Benyon

didn't turn out to be a sign of
things to come as play was mostly
conflned to midfleld.

Midway through the half Bury
unexpectedly took the lead
however.

Sharp shooter Ryan Lowe was
given just enough time and space
to lay the ball off into the path of
midflelder Michael Jones, whose
crisp shot from the edge of the box
found- the net via the post.

Lowe's strike partner Andy
Bishop had a goal very belatedly
flagged offside before Shakers
stopper Cameron Belford did well
to turn Scott Donnelly's free-kick
over the bar.

But if Bury had a let off then
they were unfortunate not to
double their advantage when Lowe
sent Bishop away and his chipped
effort clipped the crossbar and
bounced over.

Then came the game's major
talking point. Grant ghosted into

some space down the left and his
shot was clearly deflected away
from goal by Efe Sodje's raised
hand, but referee Dean Whitestone
enraged fans, players and
management by dismissing
Wanderers' penalty appeals.

All that was academic however
as Lowe scored his flfth goal in flve
games to make the game safe.
Bishop shook off a half-hearted
challenge and poked it through to
his striker partner, who managed
to shuffle away from three
defenders crowded around him
and stab the ball into the bottom
corner.
Wanderers: Bull, Foster,
Winfield, Tunnicliffe, Sandell,
Ainsworth (sub Benyon), Halls
(sub Harding), Donnelly, Grant,
Strevens, Beavon (sub Rendell).
Substitutes not used: Johnson,
Bloomfield.
Attendance: 3,259
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