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'When my foot
stopped, my ankle
just kept going and
popped out' Blues -on the brink

Wanderers back in the drop-zone after following
tepid and toothless with brittle and useless

Wanderers: Bull, Foster, Laing, Winfield,
Johnson (SUb McNamee), Basey, Harper,
Bloomfield, Strevens (sub McClure),
Whichelow (sub Lewis), Beavon.
Substitutes not used: Grant, McCoy.
Attendance: 17,165

impact just five minutes later as he
broke the offside trap to jab home
the opening goal.

United soon had a second when
Lecsinel Jean-Francois's cross
picked out Evans, and the
Welshman turned and slammed
the ball home.

Then in injury time McDonald
got on the scoresheet as his shot
from 25 yards took a deflection and
found its way past a flat-footed
Bull.

the only heart in mouth moments
came when Lee Williamson shot
wide from a corner and Kevin
McDonald's powerful strike
thundered just wide with Nikki
Bull a beaten man.

There was no let-up after the
break and Blues breathed a
collective sigh of relief as Ched
Evans blazed into the side netting
from close range, with half of
Bramall Lane leaping to their feet
to acclaim the game's opening goal.

More chances came the Blades'
way as McDonald clipped wide and
Richard Cresswell nodded over in
his final act before departing to be
replaced by debutant Hoskins.

He was to make a devastating

Sheffield United 3,
Wanderers 0
ANDY CARSWELL reports

attack it was Wanderers who had
the clearest opening early on as
Stuart Beavon span on a sixpence
and put his shot inches wide with
keeper Steve Simonsen
scrambling.

At times it looked like a game of
attack versus defence, with Blues
often having everyone bar Beavon
back on the edge of the box to snuff
out the threat.

Despite the relentless pressure

"THE players should be happy with the
performance. We didn't get anything out
of it but I'm sure the fans will look at it
and see a committed group of players.

"I thought the players showed a hell
of a lot of commitment. They showed a
lot of qualities we're looking for.

"Sheffield United are a good side, they
had a lot of possession but I thought we
worked very, very hard to contain them.

"Should the scoreline have been 3-0?
I don't know. Against a very good side I
thought we should be reasonably happy
with our performance.

"The players are disappointed
because they can see the work and
effort they've put in and they can see the
goals they've conceded - they're
frustrated by that.

"Now we'll take our frustrations into
Tuesday's game.

"If we go into these games in a
positive manner and we pick up some
points, we can see ourselves in a
healthier position.

"It will be hard because the
opposition we are playing against will be
thinking,the same as us. We'll be ready
and prepared for the next three or four
weeks." CUTTING BLADE: Sheffield United's Ched Evans makes it 2-0 at Bramall Lane

GARY WADDOCK, POST
SHEFFIELD UNITED:

AN heroic defensive display proved
in vain as Sheffield United
eventually managed to break down
a determined Wanderers
rearguard.

For so long it looked as if Blues
would hold out for a valuable point
against the promotion chasers, but
the floodgates opened once Will
Hoskins netted within five minutes
of his second-half introduction
from the bench.

Up until then the central
defensive unit of Dave Winfield,
Louis Laing and Leon Johnson

.produced a passable imitation of a
blue brick wall and blunted the
Blades' prolific attack. .

And despite creating little in

MATT McClure hopes to grab the goals that
will lead Wanderers to safety after recovering
from an injury that could have finished his
career, writes And}' Carswell.

The youngster suffered aN horrific
dislocated ankle and damaged ligaments and
tendons on his debut for Hayes and Yeading
after joining the Conference club on loan in
August.

It was an injury that could have ended the
teenager's professional career before it had
got olf the ground, but six months later he's
now in the first team shake-up back at
Adams Park.

He said: "I was quite lucky I was a bit
naive as to how serious it was. Aylesy
[physio Stuart Ayles] kept it from me for a
couple of weeks how serious it was - I could
have ended my career with it.

"I was hoping to be back around
Christmas so I'm on schedule, but I don't
know what the people who know their stuff
thought."

The 19-year-old picked up the horror
injury in innocuous circumstances in the
dying embers of Hayes and Yeading's
opening day 3-1 win over Alfreton Town.

He said: "I just jumped to block a ball up
the line. As I've landed my studs have
skidded in the turf. When my foot stopped,
my ankle just kept going and popped out.

"The physio came on and asked me if I
could carry on. I said I felt it pop out and
heard it and I'm not going to be able to carry
on. Then I had to shoot off to hospital."

McClure scored after just nine minutes of
that game - his maiden strike in professional
football - and the injury robbed him of the
chance to show what he could do in front of
goal.

He said: "I was hoping that was a sign of
things to come. I'm confident if I was playing
for the whole month I would have scored six
to ten goals."

Now he's back and hoping to make up for
lost time.

He said after Saturday's 3-0 defeat
against Sheffield United: "I got on for a
couple of seconds last week and got a few
more minutes this week. I'm looking forward
to getting a few more towards the end of the
season and playing ~iIl".:;"""~~~""""")I
a big part. ""

"I feel sharp. I
feel like I could play
a full 90
comfortably.

"I'm hoping to
get a few starts
under my belt and
get a few goals. I'll
take one if it's the
one that keeps us
up." -

LOCAL FOOTBALL

Presslire mounts on Blues boss as fans lose patience
LEAGUE ONE

Strutton snubs Hayes
CHALFONT St Peter striker Charlie Strutton
has rejected a move to Conference Club

• Hayes & Yeading.
He has also trialled with League Two side

AFC Wimbledon this week.
Tomorrow Saints host Woodford in the

Southern League Central Division.
In the same division, Marlow entertain

North Greenford and Beaconsfield go to
Biggleswade.

Premier Division side Chesham host
Hemel.

Rangers playing catch up
RISBOROUGH Rangers are looking to catch
up with the promotion chasers when they
retum to action tomorrow.

They sit in mid-table but have as many a~

six games in hand on the leaders and they'll
be looking to reel them in when they travel to
Winslow United.

The reserves will be looking to continue
their unbeaten start to 2012 as they host
leaders Cockfosters.

Flackwell back in action
HELLENIC Premier League side Flackwell
Heath are at Slimbridge tomorrow for their
first match since January 28, while Thame go
to.Ascot.

PRESSURE is mounting on'
VVanderers boss Gary VVaddock
after his side slumped to yet
another League One defeat on
Tuesday night.

They were beaten 3-2 at Adams
Park by Yeovil, who were one
place above them at kick-off.

Blues actually led at half time,
but a second half horror show
consigned them to a 19th league
defeat in 31 matches and sent
them back into the drop zone.

The team were booed off by
sections of the. dismal 3,529
crowd, while chants from the
home faithful of 'you don't know
what you're doing' were directed
at Waddock during the second
period.

Afterwards Waddock
questioned the mental toughness
of the players, but those remarks

by Alan Feldberg

were greeted with disdain on the
Bucks Free Press website with .
one fan commenting: "Once again
he puts the blame on the players,
he never takes any blame himself.
He should, before blaming others,
take a look at his own ability, and
I think he will fmd it is of his own
making that these lacklustre
performances are taking place.
Do us all a favour and get out
now!!!"

The tone was the same on other
fans forums, but Waddock has
already insisted he won't walk.

After the FA Cup defeat to
Fleetwood in November he told
the Bucks Free Press:
"Everybody will pass comment on
our situation, the fans on forums,

+

and they are entitled to their
opinions...I'm one to roll my
sleeves up and battle through it."

. However, according to a Bucks
Free Press poll at the time, 62 per
cent of fans wanted him to resign
then, and a later poll was no less
damning with 74 per cent citing
this current side as the worst in
Wanderers' League history.

Results - and performances ­
since then havn't have done much
to assuage disgruntled
supporters.

Wanderers say they won't
comment on their manager,
pointing to a three-year, contract
signed in the summer as proof of
their faith in him.

• Almost 1,5CO votes were cast in the two BFP
polls listed. 'Multiple' votes were cast from
inatvidual sites, ie BNU, not necessarily
inatvidual worlcstations.

Charlton
Sheffield Uld
Sheffield Wed

. Huddersfield
MK Dons
Stevenage
Carlisle United
Bournemouth
Notts County
Brenlford
Colchester United
Preston NE
Bury
Hartlepool
Leyton Orient
Oldham Athletic
Tranmere Rovers
Yeovil Town
Exeter City
Scunthorpe
Wanderers
Walsall
Chesterfield
Rochdale

P W D L F A GO PIs
29 20 7 2 55 21 34 67
29 18 5 6 56 28 28 59
31 17 6 8 54 40 14 57
30 1413 3 57 30 27 55
29 1310 6 54 34 20 49
28 13 9 6 44 25 19 48
29 12 10 7 43 44 -1 46
31 12 8 11 38 37 1 44
29 11 7 11 45 41 4 40
29 1010 9 39 37. 2 40
28 10 9 9 39 42 -3 39
29 11 6 12 42 48 -6 39
29 11 6 12 37 48 -9 39
30 10 8 12 36 37 -1 38
29 10 8 11 32 40 -8 38
27 9 8 10 34 38 -4 35
30 8 9 13 30 36 -6 33
30 7 9 14 36 50 -14 30
31 7 9 15 27 45 -18 30
28 5 13 10 35 43 -8 28
31 7 5 19 39 61 -22 26
29 4 13 12 27 36 -9 25
30 5 9 16 35 52 -17 24
29 5 9 15 27 50 -23 24


