
FREE PRESS March 9, 2012 bucksfreepress.co.uk WANDERERS 135

enAcci

LEAGUE ONE·

NEUTRALS looking for a goal-filled game should head
to a Wycombe Wanderers match.

Tuesday's 4-2 win over Leyton Orient means more
goals have been scored in matches featuring the
Chairboys than any other team in the country.

The Football League's leakiest defence and some
recent big wins mean that 118 goals have gone in at
both ends in games Blues have been involved in.

That overtakes the 115 goals scored in games
featuring the previous froot runners, Ipswich Town, who
'only' managed a 1-1 draw ~ith Southampton while
Wanderers were thrashing Orient.

Of those 118 goals, 60 have been scored at Adams
Park. Bramall Lane is the only ground in League One
where more goals have been scored, with Sheffield
United supporters seeing 63 goals.

Wanderers have scored 30 goals at home, meaning
they have netted more times in front of their own fans
than'high flying Huddersfield - who boast the division's
top scorer, Jordan Rhodes.

We deserved to be
hauled in on Sunday

Goals galore at home

WANDERERS boss Gary Waddock was right to bring
his players in for extra training on Sunday, said striker
Ben Strevens.

He punished the team for a dismal showing against
ten man Scunthorpe on Saturday by cancelling their day
off, and Blues responded by retuming to winning ways
three days later.

And Strevens said: "We came in on Sunday and
rightly so. He's been pretty fair with us all season. To

. put in a performance like we did on Saturday, we
couldn't have expected anything less. .

"The fans travelled to see us play as poorly as we
did on Saturday, it was right that we gave up our
Sunday."

He joked: "It's worked - he might have to do that
every Saturday now."

But the striker added: ''To tum last Saturday's result­
around and come back with a performance like that
says a lot about the character of the group.

"Res"lts 'haven't been great for us this season. Last
season we'd have probably gone on and got a couple
more. The main thing was we won and played well in
the first half."

Waddock had said after the 4-1 hammering by
Scunthorpe: "As well as we played last week, we were
the complete opposite this week. As the game
progressed you'd have thought we'd had ten men. They
could have added to the scoreline if I'm being brutally
honest. We were very, very poor - take nothing away
fro[T1 Scunthorpe, we didn't show tOday."

p W D L F A GO PIs
Charlton Athletic 35 23 9 3 64 25 39 78
Sheffield United 34 20 5 9 64 37 27 65
Sheffield Wednesday 35 19 7 9 59 42 17 64
Huddersfield Town 34 16 15 3 65 35 30 63
Milton Keynes Dons 34 16 11 7 63 37 26 59
Notts County 35 15 8 12 51 45 6 53
Carlisle United 33 14 10 9 48 53 -~ 52
Stevenage 32 13 11 8 47 31 16 _ 50
Brentford 33 12 11 10 46 39 7 47
Colchester United 33 12 11 10 47 46 1 47
Hartlepool United 35 12 9 14 42 45 -3 45
Boumemouth 34 12 8 14 38 40 -2 44
Oldham Athletic 32 11 9 12 40 48 -8 42
Preston North End 33 11 8 14 43 53 -10 41
Bury 35 11 8 16 46 61 -15 41
Leyton Orient 33 10 1013 37 49 -12 40
Yeovil Town 34 10. 9 15 44 56 -12 39
Scunthorpe United 34 8 1412 45 49 -4 38
WalsaJl 34 7 1512 34 39 -5 36
Tranmere Rovers 34 8 11 15 32 40 -8 35
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Wycombe Wanderers 35 9 5 21 49 69 -20 32
Chesterfield 35 7 1018 37 57 -20 31
Rochdale 35 6 12 17 30 54 -24 30

Wanderers: BUll, McCoy, Doherty,
Winfield, Foster, Lewis, Eastmond (sub .
Laing), Bloomfield, Hayes (sub
Ainsworth), McClure (sub Strevens),
Beavon. Substitutes not used: Johnson,
McNamee.
Attendance: 3,564

to the byline before pulling it
back for the newly-arrived
Strevens, who replaced
hamstring victim Matt
McClure, to poke home a
fourth.

It prompted a torrent of
abuse from the Orient fans
who hadn't already headed
for the exits, and they even
booed their sid~ when they
emerged from the tunnel for
the start of the second half.

They were cheering less
than a minute later as
captain Matt Spring blasted
into the top corner from 20
yards and Orient at least
made a game of it after the
break.

Ben Chorley headed over
and Nikki Bull had to be at
his best to keep out a shot
from Syam Ben Youssef, but
he could do nothing to keep
out a header from Marc
Laird.

yde

October - showed itself against Orient as
the Londoners threatened a second half
fightback and pulled it back to 4-2.

But Waddock said: "I thought we
weathered the storm really well.

"Towards the end of the game we
became strong again. There were moments
in the second half where we killed the
momentum that Orient were building up,
and we saw it through."

AGONY: Matt Bloomfield was part of the
Blues side which lost heavily

determined break from the
centre circle and parted th~

retreating Orient defence,
before the ball broke to
Hayes to fIre home.

And it wasn't long until
that lead was added to.
Bloomfield picked up the
ball just outside the visitors'
penalty area, swerved and
shimmied his way past a.
couple of defenders with a
great piece of skill before
tucking the ball home at the
near post to end a 17 month
barren spell in front of goal

Incredibly, Blues weren't
done there. More shambolic
defending from Orient
meant they failed to get the
ball clear as it pinged
around their penalty area
and they seemed content to
let a cross float out of play.

They reckoned without
the work-rate of Bloomfield
though who bust a gut to get .

Wanderers 4,
Leyton Orient 2.
ANDY CARSWELL
reports

would have been in tomorrow. They got it
out their system and they reacted, and
that's all we asked.

"You don't lay down and die, you roll
your sleeves up and fight. We've got some
players in there with character and they
showed that tonight."

Blues' inconsistency this season - they
have League One's fifth most potent attack
at home but haven't won away since

break Barcham netted his
second, fmishing coolly from a
gorgeous pass by Mark Duffy.

Jon Parkin made it four,
tapping in after Nikki Bull
spilled a free-kick, before
McClure netted his fIrst ever
Football League goal in injury
time .when he headed home
Gareth Ainsworth's cross.
Wanderers: Bull, McCoy, Laing (sub
Bloomfield), Doherty, Basey,. Hackett (sub
Ainsworth), Lewis (SUb Strevens), Eastmond,
McNamee, McClure, Hayes. Substitutes not
used: Foster, Johnson.
Attendance: 3,811 (194 from Wycombe)

BLUES' maddening
inconsistency continued as
they brushed aside a woeful
Orient team on their way to
a confidence-boosting and
much-needed win.

They looked a team
transformed from' the
dismal showing at
Scunthorpe as Stuart
Beavon, Paul Hayes, Matt
Bloomfield and sl,lbstitute
Ben Strevens all netted
before the break.

True, the Londoners were
absolutely shocking,. but
Wanderers tore their
visitors apart in the first
half and came off to a well
deserved ovation.

The floodgates opened six
minutes in when Beavon,
back from injury, looped a
header from Danny Foster's
superb cross over- Orient's
debut-making goalkeeper
Paul Rachubka.

He redeemed himself with
a fme diving save to beat
away Beavon's next effort·
but was to be beaten again
soon afterwards.- Craig
Eastmond made a

Blues spank Orient on Tuesday...

The Blues boss said: "There was a
reaction from the players. I thought they
were outstanding first half, the way they
worked, the way they closed down and
pressurised.

"The goals and the way they moved the
ball around was very pleasing on the eye,
but second half we weren't able to get to
those same levels.

"If they hadn't performed tonight they

Scunthorpe 4,
Wanderers.1
ANDY CARSWELL ,reports

Barcham s ammed home when
Blues couldn't get another set
piece .clear.

United were reduced to ten
men in fIrst half stoppage time
when Michael O'Connor iashed
out at Craig Eastmond after a
foul by the Arsenalloanee.

But two minutes after the

GARY Waddock was delighted with the
reaction his players showed to bounce
back from defeat against Scunthorpe.

Having been beaten 4-1 by the Iron on
Saturday, Wanderers came storming back
and tore into Leyton Orient on Tuesday
night, scoring four times in the first half.

They were called in for extra training on
Sunday and Waddock said the medicine
may have tasted bitter, but it did the trick.
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after Scunthorpe spanked them on'Saturday

ECSTASY: Matt Bloomfield wheels away after scoring
againts Leyton Orient

Waddock: You don't lay down and die, you roll your sleeves up and fight

TEN man Scunthorpe easily
brushed aside Wanderers as they
scored twice in each half to win
this basement battle.

Against a side who played the
entire second half a man light,
Blues crumbled as failure to
defend from set pieces cost them.

They were caught out just fIve
. minutes in when Iron skipper

Paul Reid fIred home after David
Mirfm's shot from a corner was
blocked.

Mirfin stabbed wide from
another corner before Andy


