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demolition. Members of
Chiltern District Council's
planning committee have now
turned down owner Tony
Williams' new plans to retain
the stables which is deemed
inappropriate for the green
belt.

MY sympathy is with the
Williams family. Once again
Chiltern District Council have
demonstrated antipathy towards
anything to do with horses.

What could be more
appropriate than stables for
horses in the countryside and
therefore the encouragement of
horse riding.

Myself and a near neighbour
at Penn Bottom were both
refused permission for four and
two extra stables respectively on
existing livery yards. The reason
- the all encompassing dictat of
inappropriate development.

Chiltern District Council does
not serve the interests of the
people. Will they apply the same
zeal to HS2? Not a chance, as
bullies do not like to take on
anyone bigger than themselves.

Mr J. M. Lye, Rose Avenue,
Hazlemere

For an archive of letters, go to the
Your Say section at

bucksfreepress.co.uk

separated from Wycombe by green
fields. The development that has
taken place in the intervening years
has torn down the boundaries and
consumed areas like Sands.

Places that have escaped the
claws of the developers such as
Booker are few and far between
and should be protected to make
sure they stay that way.

Unless a stand is made now, in
a hundred years time I fear Lane
End will also become just another
sub-district of Wycombe.

The breakdown of planning is
bad enough in the town with
houses being pulled down and
replaced with flats and front
gardens being converted into off­
street parking.

The last thing we need is a white
elephant hotel in lovely rural
Booker.

These columns are exclusive to this
print edition, but you can read Ivor's

hugely-popular blogs on the Your say
section at bucksfreepress.co.uk

for the four on-loan players that
have changed our fortunes
around and given us a chance of
avoiding relegation. If he wanted
to bankrupt the club he could do
it today but he's still pumping
money in. I wouldn't blame him
if he sold the club, the way he's
been treated.

So my request to everyone who
lives in the Wycombe area,
whether you're interested in
football or not, is to please, please
send an email
(news@bucksfreepress.co.uk), a
letter, a carrier pigeon to the
Bucks Free Press supporting this
venture. If we get enough people
doing this we can kick-start it
again and give the High Wycombe
area a town to be proud of, for us,
our children, our children's
children and for generations to
come.

Look forward to hearing from
you all.

Eric Buckle, Stokenchurch

Council demonstrates
antipathy to horses

waste from the proposed transfer
station at Booker is hardly likely to
conjure up the ideal setting for
guests looking for a relaxing break.

It only takes one development
and the floodgates open, within a
few years what was once a lovely
rural setting becomes an urban
jungle. .

Just look at a map of Wycombe
in the late 1800s and see how
Sands, Downley and Booker were

RE: Last week's article which
told how an unauthorised
stable block at Woodrow
Farm, Amersham, could face

delivery of our £4 million
savings programme and
our major projects;

3. The LGID report was
still at a very early draft
stage and many of the
detailed questions that we
had asked had been left
unanswered. It was at this
stage that Chiltern and
South Bucks District
Councils decided to move
forward together on a
two-way shared
management
arrangement.

I have heard the
comments about unitary
authorities many times
before.

Sharing management
was never about creating
a unitary authority. And /'
besides, the government's l..-.......=-"----''-- --'''/ _

policy for the term of this investment in our tenants'
parliament is fIrmly against homes, £29m investment in a new
bringing forward any such , sports and leisure centre for all,
proposals. while freezing council tax for the

At Wycombe District Council, second year running.
we remain focussed on delivering And we're well on oUr way.
£4 million savings and Cllr Alex Collingwood
regenerating the district for local Leader, pictured Wycombe
people, such as £105m of District Council
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and I had three major concerns:
1. There was a potential

£900,000 in costs, of which we
were likely to have to pay a large
proportion. But as these were the
pension costs of one of the other
authorities, it seemed quite .
wrong for Wycombe district tax
payers to foot that bill;

2. We already had an agreed
transformation programme in
the Wycombe district to save £4
million over four years and to
deliver major projects such as the
new sports and leisure centre. We
now have one of the leanest
management structures in the
country for a local authority of
our size, having reduced it by 66
per cent in the last six years. To
have reduced it potentially by a
further two thirds, through the
shared management arrange­
ment, would have risked the

village, one of these roads going
direct to the motorway, hence no
traffIc problems.

Was this not enough? What
more do you want? I know for a
fact that the majority of people
that live in the Wycombe area
support this project but you
won't stand up and be counted.

My question to you is how
badly do you want this?

If you miss this chance you
won't get another one. It will be
gone forever.

Please don't let that happen.
My question to the supporters

of Wycombe Wanderers Football
Club is what sort of club do you
want? -

Do you want a club that has
3,000 supporters and plays non­
league football and'whose biggest
game will be the fIrst round of
the FA Cup against a league side?

Or do you want a club that has
a chance and I say a chance of
playing in the championship in a
17,000 stadium consisting of 6,000
Wycombe supporters and the
5,000 that the big clubs in that
division will bring with them.

Another question.What has
Steve Hayes done wrong?

He's pumped his own money
into the club and he's never going
to get it back.

It's his money that has paid

would be a terrible shame to see
Booker succumb and turn into an
extension of the urban sprawl of the
town.

Just why do we need a hotel at
the aerodrome anyway. Are there
many people desperately trying to
find accommodation in that part of
town? The location may be in the
green belt and an area of
outstanding natural beauty but the
steady stream of dustcarts carrying

RE: The plan, unveiled in
2011, to share three councils'
senior management teams.
However, South Bucks and
Chiltern went ahead this year,
without Wycombe being
included.

THE article in last week's BFP
(March 23: "Report shows WDC
could have saved £1.1 million")
was old news.

When the three-way shared
management proposal was fIrst
discussed by Cabinet in March
2011, we already knew about the
range of potential savings for all
three councils. That's why
further feasibility work was
commissioned from the Local
Government Improvement and
Development (LGID), at no cost.

When we received the fIrst
draft of the report, the Cabinet

Let us kick-start the
stadium dream again
WHAT on earth is the matter
with you people that live in the
High Wycombe area?

You had a golden opportunity
for having one of the biggest and
best sporting villages in the
country on your doorstep.

You had the opportunity to
help with the unemployment and
the housing problem in the area.

You had a chance of having a
more successful football club but.
a minority of locals and a
handful of Wycombe district
councillors have tried to destroy
this and have shown no interest
in going forward.

They don't like their lives
inconvenienced and if they had
their way we'd still be living in
caves.

The village would have _
consisted of affordable housing,
world-class sporting and leisure
facilities, business facilities,
workshop and retail space,
summer camps, hotel and
conference facilities, public
spaces for people to relax, adult
education resources and new jobs
for the young.

There would have been four
roads going in and out of the
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IT'S only been a few months
since the Booker stadium
proposal was kicked into touch

but according to an article on the
Bucks Free Press website a few
days ago conceptual plans are now
being formulated to build a hotel at
the aerodrome.

This comes on top of the
approval of a plan to build a waste
transfer station at the nearby High
Heavens site.

While Wycombe town may be a
planning jumble with densely
packed buildings, the area around
the aerodrome has, until now,
escaped the ravages of over­
development. In my opinion it

Cost-saving report
was just old news

Don't let lovely
Booker be ruined
by white elephant
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Why didn't they ask
the killer question?

THE county council should be
congratulated to some extent for
trying to consult the public in the true

spirit of democracy over the future of the
bus lane in High Wycombe.

This is not just a tick-box exercise
because officials do seem genuinely
interested in your opinions.

But, as tends to be the way these days
with most public consultations, there is a
rather large fly in the ointment.

The Bucks Free Press is aware there is a
significant amount of people who would
wish to axe the London Road lane. That
doesn't mean they are in the majority; it
just could be they are more vocal.

But the council indicates from the outset
it does not want to get rid of the lane
because that would increase congestion
and drive people away from public trans­
port. Basically, they seem to be telling us
their experts know better than the critics.

They give three options for feedback in
regard to the hours of operation: 1. should
they stay the same; 2. should they be from
7am to 7pm; 3. or should they be 24 hours
a day seven days a week. A fourth option,
which would be to scrap it entirely, is not
listed - although there is a space for further
comments, and the pubic is also asked to
comment on other proposed changes.

As number 3 will alarm many critics of
the lane, the most common logical answer
will presumably be option one - leave the
lane as it·is. And then the county can turn
around and tell us the public has largely
endorsed the current system.

A similar criticism was made of
Wycombe District Council's much-maligned
stadium consultation, when the question of
whether the stadium was needed was
never actually askea.

The bus lane consultation is based on
the premise and acceptance that a bus
lane is necessary in High Wycombe, so the
public is only really being democratically
engaged on the finer details of the scheme.

This is a real pity. There are some read­
ers who have indeed criticised us and who
have said our campaign to axe the lane is
wrong. We would have been happy to
accept the word of the public in this resp­
ect if bus lane advocates had come out as
the majority voice in this consultation.

Sadly, due to the confined nature of the
council's specific questions, we may never
really now know the answer to that one.
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RE: About £1.1 m a year would have been
saved in Wycombe with a unitary authority -
r 'BigOuddy' said: "What a load of rubbish,

It won't make any difference to the taxpayers
and if they do save money. I have no doubt
they will just waste it on something else we
don't need or want..."

Bucks Free Press
COMMENT

RE: Proposals to change the A40 bus lane -
'Rem708' said: "The road is just not.wide

enough for cars and a bus lane. Iwonder how
many minor accidents have been caused by
this waste of taxpayers' money?"
'Or Truth' said: "Accidents should not be
caused by the bus lane as long as those
driving along that stretch of road have the
common sense and basic driving ability to
navigate it safely."

RE: Ongoing construction to build student
digs above the Chilterns Shopping Centre -r, 'Plus c;:a change' said: "It is exactly these
types of development that could help
regenerate the area and the town centre more
naturally. We really need to forget about what
Frogmoor was - or may have been in some
people's minds - and get on with it. But we
should never forget the 'dry squib' of a
fountain...Wycombe's equivalent to
Hollywood's names in cement."


