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Matt the man to
fire Blues to safety

The 'most important game of the season' for Pirates fans

Azeez: I'll remember it for the rest of my life

for Rovers'

Lightning
strikes twice

tomorrow's rematch was the
Pirates' most important game
of the season.

One fan said that Wanderers
"robbed us of three points last
time and ruined our season."

Another wrote: "The team
need to be fully ~are of the
fans' desire to win this one,
more than any other game so
far this season.

"I expect them to sweat
blood for the cause over this
one."

game any differently than usual.
He said: "I've got my way of

doing things and it'll stay the
same. The fact it's a re-run of the
game won't come into it for us.

"It's classed as a big game, a six
pointer, but it's just another game
for us."

"I was really buzzing. 1 wanted
to get out and play some first
team football."

Charlton fans have likened the
youngster's style of play to that
of Bradley VVright-Phillips, a
comparison which flattered
Azeez.

He said: "I wouldn't complain
with that. VVe both like to work
hard, both like to get down the
channels and at defenders, and
create our own chances. I'd say
we're kind of similar."

atmosphere on the day.
"If the fans can get down again,

we'll definitely need them in this
atmosphere."

The Pirates sit just one point
behind VVanderers after a run of
one win in seven, but Ainsworth
insists he won't prepare for the

Chairman Nick Higgs said
the decision "didn't sit well"
with him and the club lodged
an official complaint over the
incident - although the
Football League subsequently
found in Wanderers' favour.

This time Rovers have kept
their counsel, with Higgs not
making a public statement
before kick off.

Supporters on
messageboards, however, were
more vocal and claimed that

Gareth Ainsworth's radar for a
while, and the VVanderers chief
watched the teenager score a hat­
trick for Charlfon U21s in their 5­
1 victory against Brentford.

But Azeez said he didn't have a
clue Ainsworth was there to
watch him.

He said: "I didn't fmd out until
a couple of days later that he was
there.

"I guess it's always better if
you don't know who's watching
so you can play your usual game.

CONTROVERSIAL: Wanderers' game with Bristol Rovers was abandoned
on health and safety grounds, with Wanderers 3-1 down, much to the away
fans' chagrin

Wanderers v Bristol Rovers
League Two

Tomorrow, 3pm

shooting opportunity on the pitch.
As a game situation we've got a
second chance here and we're
going to take it.

"This is a totally different game
now and we'll be giving it our all
to try and win it."

Ainsworth is expecting a fiery
atmosphere from the visiting fans
and called for the Blues
supporters to do their bit to drown
out the Gasheads.

He said: "You've got to feel a
little bit sorry for them because
they were winning the game but
nobody can do anything about the
weather. They'll be up for it and
feel like they should have the
points already. I'm sure they are
going to be well up for it.

"Bristol fans come in good
numbers, they are passionate and
I'm expecting a highly charged

acarswell@london.newsquest.co.uk
By Andy Carswell

life. I'm still happy and 1 can't
wait to have a couple more games
and make the most of it.

"You'd love to get a goal a game
average but if 1 can't, maybe just
above half that.

"I've got another seven games
here - if 1 can return with five
goals I'd be very happy.

"I'm looking to get some
experience and better myself and
go back and hopefully break into
the first team at Charlton."

Azeez had been on Blues boss

An online campaign is
growing amongst Rovers
supporters to arrive in safety
gear to mock the decision to
halt the first game.

The Pirates were leading 3-1
when the match was
abandoned and club staff were
outspoken in the immediate
aftermath.
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GARETH Ainsworth has urged
his players to make the most of
their second chance tomorrow
when they face Bristol Rovers for
the second time.

The original game in August
was abandoned in the second half
on health and safety grounds after
Adams Park was struck by
lightning in the midst of
torrential downpours.

Rovers fans, who had seen their
side build up a 3-1 lead, were left
incandescent with rage and tore
up seats and advertising
hoardings in the away end before
threatening VVanderers office
staff.

But manager Gareth Ainsworth
said his players intend to make
the most of their opportunity and
put clear daylight between'
themselves and the dreaded drop
zone.

The Blues boss said: "It's not
often you get a second chance and
when you do it's important you
take it. I say that a lot to the
players, especially when we get a

NEVV loan signing Ade Azeez says
he's still buzzing after making his
Football League debut for
VVanderers against Burton on
Saturday.

The England U19 international
looked a handful for the visiting
defence during his late cameo
after arriving on loan from
Charlton Athletic two days
previously.

The striker said: "It was a
really good moment - I'll
remember it for the rest of my

BRISTOL Rovers fans are
planning to turn up at Adams
Park tomorrow in hi viz
jackets in a light-hearted
protest at August's
abandonment.

The original game was
called off after the referee
consulted with Wycombe
Wanderers' safety manager,
who said the match should be
abandoned on health and
safety grounds after Adams
Park was struck by lightning.

return

On Wembley way
WANDERERS will continue on their path
to a possible Wembley cup final on
Tuesday when they face Yeovil Town in
the Johnstone's Paint Trophy.

Blues set up the area quarter final tie
with the never to be forgotten 3-1 win at
Portsmouth in October's second round
clash.

Joel Grant netted possibly the 'quickest
goal ever scored by a Wanderers player
when he notched after just 13 seconds - a
strike that saw him win the goal of the
round award.

Dean Morgan scored either side of half
time to seal the win and with it a
performance of the round gong for
Wanderers.

If Blues are to make it to the semi finals
they will again have to beat a team from a

-" higher division away from home.
Yeovil sit 12th in League One but

manager Gary Johnson said he was
"embarrassed" by his side's display in

. their 3-1 loss to Carlisle last week.

MATT McClure has been tipped to be the
man to get goals for Wanderers this
season by manager Gareth Ainsworth.

The Blues boss said there's no reason
why the striker, who turned 21 last
Saturday, shouldn't get into double figures
for the season.

The Northern Ireland U21 international is
already halfway to that total as he followed
up his pair of goals at Rotherham on
Tuesday night by bagging another brace
against Burton on Saturday.

Ainsworth was full of praise for the
striker after the 3-0 win against the
Brewers, saying:"Matt is an out and out
goalscorer. He's one of those strikers who
plays as high as he can, almost offside
half the time.

"I believe in him and I believe Matt can
be the double figure man this season. If he
can continue the way he's going, there's
no reason why Matt McClure can't get into
double figures.

"He's highly thought of by me and he
..... plays a big part in my plans."

McClure was unfortunate not to walk
away with the match ball as he headed
inches wide of the target from a pinpoint
cross, before he was replaced late on by
Junior Morias to a standing ovation.

JOEL Grant is getting closer to finally
fulfiling his potential - and Wanderers boss
Gareth Ainsworth said he's the man to get
the best out of him.

Ainsworth said recent performances
from the winger, who is Blues' top scorer
with six goals, have.been outstanding.

Grant was this week presented with an
award after his strike against Portsmouth
in the Johnstone's Paint Trophy was voted
goal of the second round.

And Ainsworth said: "A lot of people in
his career have said they've never been
able to get the full potential out of him,
whereas I intend to get that full potential
out of .:loel. I want to know what makes
him tick and get him doing consistently
what he's doing.

"To see him flying into tackles and
winning headers at the back stick is
something I haven't seen from Joel.

"He's growing as a player. He's
becoming a better all-round player and
hopefully these rumours about Joel Grant
being able to go on and be a top player
will come true here, and Iwant to play a
part in that. Hopefully I'll play a part in
getting it out of him. He's a brilliant God
given talent."

Ainsworth: I can
make Grant tick


