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'Someone has to be the leader and it comes naturally to me'

This is the start of

FACE LIKE
THUNDER: Rovers
boss Mark McGhee

Wanderers: Archer. Dunne.
Johnson, Winfield, Wood,
Grant (Ainsworlh). Lewis,
Scowen, Andrade. Morgan.
McClure (Azeez).
Attendance: 3,740

Yeovil2,
Wanderers o.
ANDY CARSWELL reports

Wanderers 3,
Bristol Rovers 1.
ANDY CARSWELL reports

Wanderers: Archer, McCoy, Winfield, Dunne, Wood
(EhuQ, Andrade, Spring, Kewley-Graham, Morias (Hause),
Azeez {McClure}, Morgan. Substitutes not used:
Ainsworlh, Kuffour.
Attendance: 1,771

MATT Spring was sent off as Wanderers were
brushed aside by Yeovil in the Johnstone's Paint
Trophy.

He was dismissed after half an hour for a studs­
up challenge on Gavin Williams, and Blues' higher
graded opponents took full advantage as goals
from Ed Upson and Sam Foley secured their
passage to the next round.

Spring's red card came shortly after Junior
Morias had shot into the side netting, and
Wanderers' luck got worse as Upson headed home
a perfect Joe Edwards cross to open the scoring.

From there until half time it was all Yeovil as
Upson drilled wide, Williams fired off target and
Daniel Burn sent a header from a corner wide.

The Glovers finally made the pressure tell in the
final minute of the half as skipper Jamie
McAllister's cross was nodded back and Foley was
on hand to tap home a second at the far post.

Jordan Archer kept the score down as he
fingertipped away Foley's low cross-shot and
made a fine save from Burn, who later shot wide.

Wanderers improved after the break as Marek
Stech made an excellent stop from Dean Morgan,
before stroQg penalty appeals after Bruno Andrade
was upended were waved away.

A tricky piece of skill from Andrade took him
away from two defenders but his low cross was
hammered against the bar by Matt McClure.

Second bite of the
cherry leaves
sweet aftertaste

Early exits for
Spring ~nd Blues

A GOAL of the season contender from Joel Grant
set Wanderers on their way to their third win in a
row.

The winger ran from the halfway line to score
and lay the foundations for another victory as Blues
took advantage of the second chance they had
been given by Mother Nature.

Manager Gareth Ainsworth - who sealed things
. with a second after the break - was delighted

Wanderers won the rearranged fixture.
Wanderers were 3-1 down when the sides' last

encounter was prematurely ended as rain, thunder
and lightning intervened and confident Wanderers
turned their fortunes around with a goal in each
half.

The first lit up Adams Park as fine work from
Josh Scowen set the rampaging Grant free on the
halfway line, from where he steamed unopposed
through the midfield, turned both the visiting centre
halves inside out before coolly slotting under
keeper Sam Walker.

Charles Dunne troubled Walker with a long
range free-kick before Dean Morgan turned his
man superbly and fired a low curling effort just the
wrong side of the post.

Apart from a ten-minute spell after the break
Rovers rarely threatened, although Blues keeper
Jordan Archer made a great save to foil Michael
Smith.

Wanderers then got a breakaway second as
they swept downfield after Garry Kenneth volleyed
over from a corner. Blues broke rapidly down the
left flank and Sam Wood sent over a cross that
nicked off a defender on its way through to
Ainsworth - on the field after Grant was forced off
with double vision - and the player-manager dived
to head home his second
of the season.

That was enough to
extinguish the Pirates'
comeback and SUbstitute
Ade Azeez came close to
making it three late on
but was denied by a fine
smothering block from
Walker.

performances in recent weeks
and has backed him to be the
man to lead the side.

He said: "It's probably the
right time in his career he's
given the armband. In the last
couple of years he's matured.

"I think he's a leader. Around
the place he's a proper pro, does
everything right and the best
thing about him is if you tell him
to do anything, he'll do it to the
letter.

"He's taken the armband on
and doesn't want to let it go. It's
great to have him like that."

think 'We're playing these', we
are confident we can beat anyone
as a team."

Ainsworth added he has been
impressed with the attitude of the
players when they've either
stepped into or dropped out of the
starting XI.

He said: "When 1 change the
team, the ones who've been left
out have been superb. Matt
McClure the other night, he just
came on and was normal Matt
McClure, not sulking or
anything.

"To be able to rotate the team
with 25 men rather than 25 people
who might sulk or might worry,
it's been great. The lads have
made that easy for me."

Winfield said: "Somebody's got
to be the leader and to me it's
something that comes quite
naturally. I've been doing the
same things for years - it's part
of my make up.

''I'm not a massive ranter and
raver but you can see on the
pitch I'm quite vocal. 1 try to lead
by example.

"It's a great honour to have
the armband. 1 can't see why it
won't be benefIcial to myself and
the team."

Ainsworth has been full of
praise for the big man's'

that.
"That means everybody

involved with Wycombe, fans
included. They stayed behind and
got involved with clapping and
high-fIving the players after the
Yeovil game.

"I didn't have to encourage the
players to do it, they wanted to go
over and see the fans. The buzz is
something special at the moment.

"As a group, and me especially
as the manager, I'm confident we
can beat anybody in this division
and 1 really mean that.

"The confidence has built to a
level now where we're
consistently thinking, 'Who's
next? Let's go and take these on'.

"We don't look at the table and
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younger players.
He said: "We train as we play

and that's important for the
young players to come in and
play like that. It's like a
competitive game for them and
it's making them really kick on.

"I hope there will be a few
senior players who will help
them. We've got to give them that
confidence to go out and do it."

The tough tackling centre half
said his leadership style is a
combination of leading by
example and being chief rabble
rouser to fIre up the troops.

FLAT OUT: Gareth Ainsworth celebrates with his posse after scoring against Bristol Rovers

serious but they are really good
friends off the pitch and 1 think
that helps.

"Without comparing it to the
Crazy Gang, we want to have our
own identity and 1 think we are
carving that out at the moment."

He added: "The Crazy Gang
was fantastic. We lived off team
spirit in the Premier League. We
didn't have as much talent as
some of the other teams but we
really made our spirit count.

"Some of the days under John
Beck when 1 was at Lincoln City
and Preston in the lower leagues,
1 probably take more comparison
with that because we're in the
lower leagues and the spirit we
have is defInitely comparable to

SKIPPER Dave Winfield says
what you see on the pitch on a
matchday is the same as what
you'll see on the Wanderers'
training ground.

Manager Gareth Ainsworth
has installed an all-action style
of play and Winfield said that's
led to the players busting a gut to
win every ball in training
sessions.

And the 24-year-old, who's
been given the captain's
armband with club skipper Gary
Doherty injured, said that's key
to the development of the Blues'

By Andy Carswell
acarsweil@london.newsquest.co.uk

It's not quite
the Crazy
Gang yet, but
Ainsworth
says his
players are
mad for it

something special

BLUES boss Gareth Ainsworth
says Wanderers are on the verge
of something big - with the
players wondering who's next to
get turned over.

A former member of the
Wimbledon Crazy Gang,
Ainsworth said the spirit in the
camp at Adams Park is similar to
what he experienced when he
tasted success earlier in his
career.

He said the players at Adams
Park have formed a tight-knit
group and want to create their
own identity.

Ainsworth said: "I can feel the
start of something. The success
of teams I've been in was great,
promotion and higher leagues ­
that's way off but 1 can see the
start of something. More
importantly it's not just seeing it,
1can feel the buzz.

"I see these lads every day at
the training ground having grJ:!at
banter. Sometimes they are still
in at two or three o'clock in the
afternoon playing head tennis, or
something like that, having a
laugh.

"When we are training it's


