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Phoenix hit double figures against the leaders to provide the Christmas cracker
RED Lion Rangers roared to cup
success with a 6-4 victory over
AFC Wellesbourne in the Sunday
Combination Cup.

There was also Chesham
Charity Cup success for High
Wycombe Sunday Combination
sides Masters and FC Dun and
Bradstreet as they eased past
Misty Moon and Hazlemere Sports
Reserves, 12-0 and 4-1 respectively.

However, Chinnor Exiles failed
to make it through to the second
round after losing 4-2 to Belmont.

Sunday Combination
by lan MacFarlaine

In the Premier Division, FC
BeaconsfIeld beat struggling King
George V 5-1, The Stag FC found
themselves 3-1 up at the interval
and then 4-3 down before getting a
point when Will Dandy scored late
on with his second of the game.

Also on target for the Flackwell
side was James Turner with two.

Elsewhere, Sunters Wood United
defeated Seer Green 3-1 and
Longwick Sports were 4-1 winners
over Wye Rangers.

Stokenchurch were the
Combination's biggest winners
though, thrashing Wycombe Marsh
13-0, while Naphill and Butlers
battled out a closer contest with
the former securing a 3-2 win.

Downley Albion and Booker
played out a 13-goal thriller that
Albion won 8-5 while Jager
Athletic were also victorious with

a 4-1 win over FC Wycomlie.
Christmas came early for

Beacons Phoenix in Division
Three, when they thumped league
leaders Four Seasons 11-1.
. Their gift-wrapped display
sparkled from the fIrst minute as
goals from Ollie Barrow (4), Ollie
Redrup (2), Will Davis (2), James
Carpenter (2) and an own goal
catapulted them into the
slipstream of the leaders.

Elsewhere, Chinnor Sports beat
Prestwood Kites 8-1, Cressex and

Oak drew 2-2 and Totteridge
Albion beat Wycombe United 4-2.

In Division Four, United FC
shocked front runners AFC Liberal
with a 3-2 win.

Weir United picked up a point off
Totteridge Community with a 3-3
draw, Las Piramides trounced
Chinnor Athletic Reserves 7-0
while there was a narrow 2-1

. triumph for table climbing
Hithercroft Reserves over Penfold
Rangers thanks to a driven winner
from the marauding Simon Farr.

Familiar faces return
after Trophy exit Ten-man Blues take it 2,000 City fans coming Morgan on the mend

Blues bandwagon rolls on towards four games in 11 days

Keeper signs then says
play-offs are his target

unbelievable. I'm enjoying
myself and we are slowly
moving up the league. It's
good to be here."

A clean sheet at
Accrington on Saturday was
Archer's third in his last
four League Two
appearances and he was
delighted at his latest
shutout, which was achieved
with the inexperienced duo
of Charles Dunne and
Kortney Hause playing at
centre half.

He said: "I'm chuffed to
bits with a clean sheet. The
lads were brilliant. Together
they aren't the same age as
the manager so for them to
step in and do the job they've
done is unbelievable,
especially Kortney. He's just
17 and he's flying."

done really well for me lately so I haven't.
decided, but I'm erring towards maybe they
can have that off. It's a family time and we're
a close knit club and I can trust the boys. I've
always said I will give things back to them so
we'll see after Saturday."

With four games in the next 11 days,
Ainsworth is having to alter the training
regime to make sure everyone is tip top.

He said: "Some wili train harder and some
will get recovery. We've got a couple of
suspensions so those lads wili have to keep
themselves fit and the others need to
concentrate on recovery."

BLUES are still sweating over the fItness
of striker Dean Morgan after he hurt a
hamstring during the win at Accrington.

The 29-year-old forward was removed at
half time and Wanderers manager Gareth
Ainsworth hopes it won't keep him out of
too much of the busy festive schedule.
. He already has to make do without the

suspended Joel Grant and Matt McClure
against Bradford tomorrow, S0 losing the
fIve-goal frontman will further limit his
attacking options.

Morgan hasn't trained this week, while
the same ailment also kept defender Dave
WinfIeld out of the side last weekend.

However, Anthony Stewart has returned
to training this week.

acarswell@london.newsquest.co.uk

By Andy Carswell

season.
The Scotland U21

international said: "A couple
of weeks ago we were rock
bottom so we've done well to
move ourselves away from
that group of fIve.

"It's a bit optimistic but I
do think with the squad we
have, we can reach the play
offs. That's my aim for the
squad. The lads are flying,
with a few more wins we'll
be up there.

"It was an easy decision to
stay. There's a great bunch of
lads, great manager and
we've started picking up
points. The atmosphere in
the dressing room has been

Accrington. We won't win every game but it's
performances that count to me.

"We can handle any situation at the
moment and I'm confident performances will
keep coming."

An added incentive to see off Bradford
tomorrow is the possibility of being spared a
trip to the training ground on Christmas Day.

With a Boxing Day game on the horizon
December 25 is usually seen as just another
day at the office for footballers, but Ainsworth
said he's still mulling over whether to give his
players the day off or not.

The Wanderers boss said: "They have

VISITING Bradford fans have been
handed an early Christmas present after
club bosses decided to give away up to
2,000 tickets for tomorrow's game at
AdamsPark.

As a way of thanking fans for their
support the Bantams bought 2,000 tickets
for the Dreams Stand and this week have
been giving them away to supporters.

They're also laying on cheap transport
in a bid to get as many fans down to Bucks
as possible.

Gareth Ainsworth is looking forward to
welcoming the Yorkshire hordes.

He said: "It's fantastic to see them come
down, it's good for the club and it creates a
good atmosphere on the pitch."

JORDAN Archer celebrated
extending his loan spell with
Wanderers with a clean sheet
- then said Blues can make
the play offs.

The goalkeeper has been
in excellent form after
arriving at Adams Park from
Tottenham Hotspur in
September, and that's now
been extended until the end
of the season.

Archer's ever-improving
displays have been key to
Wanderers' rise up the table
from the very bottom rung
on the Football League
ladder.

They're now up to 17th in
the table but sit just eight
points off the play off
positions - which is where
Archer is targeting them to
be come the end of the

Wanderers v Bradford
Tomorrow, 3pm

amongst players and fans.
But Ainsworth said: "I don't think we need

a yardstick to see how we are. It doesn't
make any difference to me if people want to
concentrate on beating the top teams or the
bottom teams - I just see what the
performance is, win. Jose or draw.

"We've been to Rotherham and beaten
them and on the flip side we've beaten

Ace Stanley 0, Wanderers 2
ANDY CARSWELL reports

NORTHERN Ireland U21 international
Matt McClure went from hero to villain as
he scored in the fIrst half before being
sent off after picking up two yellow cards
in quick succession.

The youngster had added to a lead given
to Blues by loan star Bruno Andrade as
Wycombe secured a fourth win in fIve.

Manager Gareth Ainsworth said: "He's
a little bit naive. It probably was a red
card."
Wanderers: Archer, McCoy, Hause, Dunne, Wood,
Ainsworth {sub OIQ, Lewis, Scowen, Andrade (sub Kewley­
Graham), Morgan (sub Kuffour), McClure.

GARETH Ainsworth doesn't see the
Christmas games against high-flying Bradford
City and Cheltenham Town as a yardstick of
how far Wanderers have come in the last
month.

Tomorrow's opponents Bradford sit in fifth
position and are still cock-a-hoop after
du.mping Arsenal out of the League Cup last
week, while Che~enham are in the automatic
promotion slots.

A five-match unbeaten run, during which
time Wanderers have doubled their points
tally for the season, has moved Wycombe up
the table and led to talk of promotion

Rangers remain on top

MARLOW made up for their shock FA Vase
defeat at the hands of Kidlington with a 4-0
victory over them in the Hellenic Premier
League.

The result keeps Marlow top before
tomorrow's visit from Witney.

Meanwhile, Thame United beat Shrivenham
4-0 while Flackwell Heath were beaten 4-1 by
Ascot on Tuesday evening.

In Division One East, Penn & Tylers Green
beat Headington 2-1 while Chalfont Wasps
were beaten 2-1 by Chinnor.

ADAM Dickens scored the winner as Marlow
United won the derby with Cookham Dean in
the RFL Senior Division.

Marlow fell behind after just five minutes, but
Ollie Flint made it 1-1 at the break and Leigh
Mason edged his side in front with 70 minutes
played.

Cookham hit back almost immediately,
before Dickens slotted the winner.

CHALFONT St Peter lost a 2-1 lead at home to
Barton Rovers on Saturday.

Adam Louth and Brad Wadkins gave them
the lead but two second-half goals sent them
to a 3-2 defeat.

RISBOROUGH Rangers Youth team remain top
of the league after a 5-2 victory over Prestwood
Panthers

Jack Pearce, Simon Espearance, Dominic
Pavoulouplos and Ryan Morgan (2) scored in
the win.

Meanwhile, the first team were beaten 3-1 at
Broxbourne with Alex MacDonald scoring their
consolation, and the reserve team lost 2-1 to
Stotfold with Ben Lewis on target.

Rangers first team is next in action on
December 29, at home to Tring, ko 1.15pm.

What the Dickens

Marlow right the wrongs

CHESHAM United's FA Trophy march came to
an abrupt end with a 5-1 home defeat to
Barrow on Saturday.

Bruce Wilson scored their consolation
against the Conference side.

Attention now turns to the Southern League,
where Chesham are just one point away from
the relegation zone after topping the table
earlier in the campaign.

In a bid to ease away from danger, manager
Andy Leese has
brought John
Kyriacou and Bobby
Bartley back to The
Meadow.

Leese said: "Both
players were a key
part of our success
over the last few
seasons, and they
were keen to come
back and be part of
the club again as their
circumstances
changed.

"Both are available
for the weekend."

Chesham play St
Neots, Chippenham,
Barwell, St Albans

ANGUISH: Dave and AFC Totton over
Fotheringham the Christmas spell.

Saints upset at home
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