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Wasps to defend best run of results since autumn 2004Sensing silverware
WASPS could take a huge stride towards
their first-piece of silverware in five years
tomorrow if they beat the defending
champions in the LV Cup.

A win at Leicester, with Sale at home the
following week, would put Wasps within •
touching distance of the semi-finals and
lock James Cannon says that's very much
on the players' minds.

He said: "If you can get through your
group you're straight into a semi-final.

"From there anything can happen. You
string two games together and you've got a
bit of silverware, which would be absolutely
fantastic.

"It's all to play for. We're not in a position
where we can write off a competition. We're
going for all competitions."

Mclntyre on the mend
PROP Simon Mclntyre has returned to full
training after recovering from a knee injury.

However, centre Paul Emerick faces a
fight to play again this season after picking
up a leg injury playing for USA.

He requires surgery and will be out for
'some months'.

NOT since the autumn of 2004
have Wasps put together the sort of
run they're on now.

Six straight wins and seven
unbeaten is impressive in anyone's
book. But it will take an epic effort
tomorr:ow if they are going to
challenge the nine-game winning
run they put together between
September and November 2004.

Leicester away, with seven
internationals absent and an
eighth injured, has the smell of
disaster about it.

Forwards coach Trevor
Woodman said: "Leicester will be
losing a lot more players than us to
the Saxons and England.

"But they've still got a strong
and competitive'squad and going
to Welford Road is always tough.

"The boys in their squad will
want to prove something to
[Richard Cockerill] and show him
that they should be in his XV, so we

Leicester v Wasps
LV Cup

Tomorrow, 3pm

know it's going to be a tough game.
"But with the history, it's one

we look forward to and it's up to
these boys to create their own
history going forward."

The good news for Wasps is •
that the game is in the LV
Cup.

It's the third of their three
priorities this

season

NOT AVAILABLE:
Elliot Daly is
one of the Wasps
stars missing
tomorrow

and losing in Cardiff in November
meaRS Wasps are already facing an

uphill struggle to reach
the last four.

Woodman
said: "You just don't

know where you stand
in the LV Cup.

"Because of the way
it's run you don't play
against the other
teams in your group so

you have no
control over
your group
apart from

going out and
winning your next
game.

"But if we win

and London Irish and Saracens
don't then it puts us in a strong
position."

On top of the international
absentees, Wasps are also likely to
rotate a number of other first
choice players this week and next,
when they host Sale in the same
competition.

Woodman said: "It will be a
great opportunity for those players
who haven't had much rugby in
the last few of months.

"The squad players can put their
case forward to be involved in
those other competitions later in
the season.

''I'm looking forward to a strong
performance against Leicester and
Sale, it's their chance to really
stick their hands up and show
everyone what they're capable of.

"They're showing us on the
training field. It will be nice to get
out there for them."

Ainsworth: 'You need to pay your way up to The Championship'

Let's bring Bradford
back down to earth

He said: "It's a hypothetical
question. At the moment I've got a
job to do in League Two.

"When we got promoted to
League One two years ago we had a
good few thousand through the gate.

"If we could kick on again we'd
have better crowds and success
breeds better things. But it's not
something that's in my mind."

"You do need to pay your way up
to The Championship."

Ainsworth has been orchestrating
a steady recovery after Blues found
themselves propping up the
pyramid.

And he insists that remains his
focus rather than wondering if
Wanderers can follow the Swans up
through the leagues.

WEMBLEY BOUND: Bradford City beat Paul Lambert's Aston Villa to secure
their place at Wembley in the League Cup Final

without substantial investment.
He said: "Swansea have made it

achievable, but the money is
important.

"I think you can do League One
and League Two without huge
financ~s, but once you try and make
that step to The Championship you
need that extra bit of finance to
invest in your club.

+

Bradford City v Wanderers
League Two

Tomorrow, 3pm

He said: "You could look at it
and say they've won so they're
going to be on a high or that
they've put all their energy into
Tuesday'.

"And if they'd lost you could say
they'll want to put it right or
they'll be on a low.

"We've got to put the cup out of
our minds. If we can do that and
focus on the league and remember
we're playing Bradford in the
league, then it's up to them how
they want to approach it.

"We'll approach it the right way.
I'm not preparing for this game at
all by thinking about what they
did on Tuesday.

"There are reports that some of
their players were playing through
injuries just to play in that game
so they might not even play.

"In my experience, one day I've
been knackered after a cup game ..,
on a Tuesday and the next year I •
felt great afterwards.

"It's gone either way. But team
spirit will be good there and they'll
be up for it."

SWANSEA have shown that it is
possible to go from the bottom of
the Football League to the big time
in ten years, but that doesn't mean
every club can copy their template.

Wanderers hit rock bottom earlier
this winter, when they sunk to 92nd
out of the 92 League clubs, but
manager Gareth Ainsworth says it's
unlikely they could match Swansea

WYCOMBE Wanderers are out to
give the history boys a dose of

. reality tomorrow.
Bradford City made history on

Tuesday night when they beat
Paul Lambert's Aston Villa in the
semi-fmal of the League Cup, but
Blues want to bring them back to
earth wtth a bump by taking three
points off them in their own
backyard.

Wanderers boss Gareth
Ainsworth said: "What Bradford
have done for the fourth tier is
amazing. They've really said to the
rest of the leagues, 'we're not that
far away'.

"The money [gap] is obviously
huge, but on the day we're not that
faraway.

"We all play football for these
fairytale moments and this is one
of them.

"But it doesn't matter if they've
gone out or stayed in. All that
matters is that m~r lads put a
performance in."

Bradford's players are reported
to have celebrated their cup
victory in a casino after the match,
but Ainsworth says it's impossible
to know how Tuesday's high will
affect the players when they
return to the bread and butter of
the league.

P WO L F A GO pts
Port Vale 27 157 5 56 30 26 52
Gillingham 26 156 5 45 23 22 51
Northampton Town 28136 9 46 37 9 45
Exeter City 28 13 6 9 43 39 4 45
Cheltenham Town 27 128 7 37 34 3 44
Rotherham United 26 134 9 42 37 5 43
Burton Albion 28 126 10 39 39 0 42
Southend United 27 11 7 9 41 29 12 40
Fleetwood Town 27 1010 7 34 28 6 40
Bradford City 27 11 7 9 38 33 5 40
Chesterfield 28 109 9 37 31 6 39
Oxford United 26 11 5 10 40 39 1 38
Dagenham&Red 29107124242037
Rochdale 281061246 47 -1 36
York City 28 812 8 35 37 -2 36
Wycombe Wanderers 28 106 12 33 40 -7 36
Torquay United 26 8108 34 33 1 34
Morecambe 28 8 9 11 33 36 -3 33
Accrington Stanley 28 8 61430 45 -15 30
Bamet FC 28 7 81329 41 -12 29
Aldershot Town 28 7 8 13 26 40 -14 29
Plymouth Argyle 28 6 9 13 31 41 -10 27
AFC Wimbledon 26 7 5 14 30 48 -18 26
Bristol Rovers 26 6 71331 49 -18 25

100 up for Lewis

Work horses

Paternity leave
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MAn McClure will come straight back into
the Blues squad for tomorrow's trip to
Bradford after missing last week's game to
attend the birtl1 of his child.

The 21-year-old's partner went into
labour on the morning of the match and
gave birth to a little girl that night.

But the Blues' top-scorer was back on
the training pitch on Tuesday morning.

Manager Gareth Ainsworth said: "I gave
him Monday off, that was his paternity
leave.

"We can't do the three weeks that
everyone else can because he'll miss three
games, but he'll get time with his family if he
needs it, I know what it's all about."

GARETH Ainsworth and some of the
backroom staff were out clearing snow this
week to ensure their players did at least
some training on grass.

Ainsworth, his assistants Richard Dobson
and Lee Harrison plus the club's kit man
and medical staff all strapped themselves to
crates like work horses to clear part of the
training pitch.

Ainsworth said: "We spent two and a half
hours in the morning clearing an area.

"Me, the two next door, the kit man, all
the medical staff...we cleared a 40m by 40m
area.

"There are some palettes outside, so we
attached ropes to them and were pulling the
palettes to clear the snow. It was
unbelievable. We surprised ourselves."

WANDERERS midfielder Stuart Lewis
celebrated his 1001h performance for Blues
against his former club Dagenham &
Redbridge last Saturday, capping the day
with the Man of the Match award.


