Talent spotting in Bucks
is still a work In progress

A FEW months ago  Wanderers
chairman Don Woodward
admitted that when he arrived at
the club the Blues scouts didn’t
even know where Marlow FC was.

If that’s true, it’s in the past and
manager Gareth Ainsworth has
actually been to Oak Tree Road
himself in the past year.

However, the boss does admit
the club’s antennae for fresh talent
in south Bucks is still a work in
progress.

Manpower is one stumbling
block. Ainsworth and his two
coaches do much of the legwork
themselves and Blues, like many
lower league clubs, don’t have the
money for a network of scouts.

He said: “We’re not the richest
club in the world so we have to do
as much as we can ourselves.

“Myself, Lee [Harrison] and
Dobbo [Richard Dobson] do a lot of
scouting ourselves for players that
could come into the team immedi-
ately in case there are emergen-
cies.

“Gone are the days where you
have thousands and thousands of
scouts checking every player out.

“If we get recommended a name
or a team and we can get a night
where we can go and watch them
or get a dvd, that’s how you do it in
the lower leagues.

“Further afield, we have got a
couple of people connected with
the club who go out locally.

“But if T checked out every play-
er who gets recommended or I got
a letter from, I wouldn’t have time
to do my normal job.

“Sometimes it’s a little bit of
luck finding these players, but we
are out there.

“It’s just manpower and getting
people whose judgement I can
trust. I get recommended some
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‘We're not the richest
club in the world so
we have to do as much
as we can
ourselves...Gone are
the days where you
have thousands and
thousands of scouts
checking every

player out.’

players and go and see them
myself and am quite disappointed,
or I see somebody else that some-
one else has missed.

“It’s a real can of worms, but we
hope to be getting it better in local
areas — and we’re going to have to
in the next few years because with
the academy going, which was a
feed, we're going to have to start
trying to bridge that gap and get
the next lot of players through.

“It’s going to be tough, and just
because you’ve got an academy
doesn’t necessarily mean you're
going to get players coming
through.”

They have had successes, and
Ainsworth can point to Tommy
Fletcher.

He said: “Tommy Fletcher is a
prime example of what we're
doing. He’s not made a first team
appearance yet but there is defi-
nitely potential in him. We got him
from Cheshunt, which is step five.
It’s way down there.”

Lewis Putnam scored 80 times in one Ryman Premier League sea-
son but didn't make it at Wycombe Wanderers

For the most part, Blues rely on
their contacts in game and

“We’ve got plenty of contacts.
Obviously we’ve had the QPR boys
coming in, and are building up
contacts all the time.

“We’ve got contacts at most of
the London clubs and if we needed
someone emergency-wise we could
go and get someone no problem at
all.

“And we’ve got a database of all
the youth academies in the South
East with hundreds of players on
there.

“But the non league is a real
maze. We are watching people in
local lower leagues but I don’t
want to give names away or where
we’re going because then everyone

jumps on it.

“But first things first. We need
to do the academies, we need to do
the players who could come in
straight away if I lost a player.

“If I lost Marvin McCoy I'd have
Nick Arnold straight there. He’s a
right back from Reading and we
brought him in because we knew
he could play first team football.

“The lower league players, they
won’t come straight into the team.

“There are people out there
scouting, but myself, Lee and
Dobbo concentrate on the first
team.

“If and when we can get to the
lower leagues to see the non league
games, which we have been, we go
out and see those.”

Wanderers keen to continue impressive away form at managerless Bury

WANDERERS have been warned
not to take managerless Bury
lightly when they travel to Gigg
Lane tomorrow.

Blues have taken exactly the
same number of points on their
travels as at Adams Park this sea-
son, but manager Gareth
Ainsworth has urged -caution
ahead of another game against

BURY v WANDERERS
League Two, tomorrow, 3pm

another managerless team.

Ronnie Jepson is in temporary
charge after Kevin Blackwell was
sacked.

Ainsworth said: “They are a
hard-working side and have a lot of

experience in there.

“Kevin Blackell has put a good
squad together and Ronnie Jepson
was in the same team that I made
my debut in in 1991, so I go back a
long way with him.

“He’s a task master who will
have his team up for and organ-
ised.

“In the last couple of games

they’ve done really well and been
unfortunate not to get anything
out of it.

We’re going to have to be on our
A game to win the game. We
believe we can win the game, that’s
the first step, now it’s putting it on
the pitch.”

@WWFC_AndyC

No gambling
culture here

GAMBLING in football has caught
the headlines this week, but
Wycombe Wanderers are not
embroiled in the culture.

Blues boss Gareth Ainsworth says
his players are not effected by over-
the-top betting and if they were he
would intervene immediately.

He said: “At this level | wouldn't
say it was a big problem.

“There has always been the gam-
bling culture because of all the spare
time players have got and a lot of
footballers have addictive personali-
ties.

“It's needs addressing because it
can spiral out of control and hopeful-
ly the PFA and The FA will be right on
top of this.”

It's been reported that some play-
ers have taken out payday loans to
meet debts after the addiction has
taken hold of them.

Ainsworth said: “If there is a fiver
on a game of cards you let it go, but
if it ever got out of control I'd know
about it.

“In my career |'ve seen huge
amounts of money on card tables,
but that's going right back to the
early days.

“But | keep a keen eye on my guys
and if anything did happen I'd
address it straightaway.

“I'm the biggest gambler with my
team selection every Saturday.”

Bloomfield: We
should be proud

MATT Bloomfield believes Blues can
be proud of their display at
Portsmouth onTuesday night.

The game was called off at half
time because of a deluge, but
Bloomfield thinks Blues could have
gone on to turn a 1-1 score into
three points.

Speaking to the club’s website, he
said: “It was obviously the right deci-
sion and the sensible decision, but
we're a bit disappointed really
because we thought we played quite
well

“We felt confident that we would
go and get a result, but
the elements were
against us and there ﬂ
was no way we were ¥ %
going to be able to fin- ¢
ish that game.

“We're disap-
pointed, but equal-
ly | think we should
be pleased. We've
come to Fratton Park
in front of a very
atmospheric crowd
and performed well”




