
GARETH Ainsworth said
Wanderers players owe it to the
history of the club to have a cup
run as they prepare to fight it out
on two fronts this week.

Blues host Crewe Alexandra in
The FA Cup tomorrow looking to
gain revenge against the side that
put them out of last season’s com-
petition at the first round stage
with a 4-1 thrashing.

Attention then turns to the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy area
quarter final at Swindon Town on

Tuesday night, as Wanderers aim
to go one better than last year by
progressing beyond the last eight.

Even though Ainsworth said
the pressure is off, with both of
Wanderers’ next two opponents
coming from the division above,
he’s targeting progress in at least
one of the cups.

The Blues boss said: “I’d like to
get at least one more cup run
going. If we don’t it’s not the end
of the world, but with the history
Wycombe have in cups it would be
nice to be able to crack on and
have a cup run.

“It’s going to be a test for us but
we’ve already proved this season
we can achieve success when we
play teams from the higher
leagues, and hopefully we can
continue in that vein.

“The way we’ve been in the

cups this year has been really
good. Even the Leicester game in
the Capital One Cup, I thought we
progressed as a team and as a
squad from last year.”

Ainsworth said his side has
improved since facing Crewe at
the same stage of last season’s FA
Cup but said tomorrow’s game
won’t be an indicator of how far
they’ve come.

He said: “I wouldn’t like to put
my neck on the line and say judge
me on this game. I’ll be looking at
the performance. I know we’ve
got better, without a doubt. One
game won’t tell me that but peo-
ple might make that comparison.

“It’s almost a re-run of last
year. We’re at home this time and
it’s a year down the line of
progress.

“We’ve got more tools in our
bag and hopefully we can give
Crewe a better game.

“We play quite well as the
underdog. We’ll give a better
account than we did last year.”

Crewe sit third bottom of
League One and have the divi-
sion’s worst defensive record,
leaking 31 goals in 15 games.

In contrast, Tuesday’s oppo-
nents Swindon sit just outside the
play off places and thrashed Port
Vale 5-2 last week as they bounced
back from two successive defeats.

Ainsworth said: “Swindon are
very tough. They score a lot of
goals. It’s a no-pressure game for
us. There’s no points on it, it’s
higher league opposition so I real-
ly am looking forward to it.

“There’s only three games now
to win and we are talking about
Wembley, which is fantastic for
us. I want my players to know
what the prize is at the end of it.

“To have that tingle is a nice
feeling but we’ve got a lot of work
before we get to the capital.”

GARETH Ainsworth’sWycombeWander-
ers take on SwindonTown atThe County
Ground onTuesday, November 12.

And thanks to Samsung,Wycombe’s
Official Club Partner, you could win a
pair of tickets to the Johnstone’s Paint
Trophy clash.

To stand a chance of winning, simply
answer the following question:

Who isWycombeWanderers’ first-
choice keeper this season?

Email answers to
a.feldberg@london.newsquest.co.uk

Entries close on Monday at 10am.
For the latest football videos, pictures,

Free Kicks for Kids and SamsungWin a
Pro Contract updates, please visit
www.facebook.com/samsungfootball

Terms and conditions
• Please provide a daytime contact tele-
phone number and email address (if
available)
•Winner and guest must both be over 18
•Winner will receive a pair of tickets –
two winners in total
• Winner must make their own travel
arrangements
• No cash alternative
•Tickets to be collected at the ground on
the day

Win match tickets
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WANDERERS V CREWE
The FA Cup
Tomorrow, 3pm

GOLD STAR:

TYRRELL Hatton is on course to achieve his goal of break-
ing into the world’s top 50 golfers
after winning his European Tour
card at the first attempt.

He finished sixth at the Challenge
Tour Grand Final in Dubai to finish
tenth in the overall rankings and win
his card in his debut season.

The 22-year-old from Marlow said:
“There is no reason why I can’t keep
my card.”

WOODEN SPOON:

MATT Holland has had to pull out of TKMMA 6
tomorrow night at Wycombe Sports
Centre due to injury.

The mixed martial arts
welterweight champion was due to
defend his title against Stuart Levitt
but has been withdrawn on medical
advice with knee cartilage damage.

Holland is also likely to miss a
scheduled title fight in December.

STORY OF THE WEEK:

IMPOSSIBLE to separate Chesham United FC and Marlow
RFC this week.

Chesham have simply carried on
their merry, all-conquering way with
two more victories to make it ten in a
row and a staggering 16 wins from 18.

Marlow meanwhile, condensed all
the drama into 40 minutes as they
came from 23-0 down to beat Grove 26-
23. They also suffered four yellow cards
on their way to victory. Phew.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“I always went to watch games at Adams Park as a kid and
dreamt it would be me playing there.
Now it is and it’s like a dream come
true.”

Tom Howe, who grew up in Beacons-
field and now lives in Marlow, is in
line to make his Adams Park debut
for Wasps against Saracens tonight.
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A STRONGWanderers side moved into
the semi-finals of the Berks and Bucks
Senior Cup with a 3-0 win over Slough
Town onTuesday night.

All the goals came after the break, with
Slough defender Ryan Lake inadvertently
opening the scoring as he sliced Charles
Dunne’s shot into his own net.

Substitute Matt Bloomfield doubled
the advantage shortly afterwards before
Matt Spring smashed in off the post
from 30 yards to wrap things up.

Steven Craig and Sebastian Cann-
Svard both played the full 90 minutes as
they aim to get back to full fitness follow-
ing illness and injury respectively.

Craig had a goal disallowed for off-
side, Jon-Paul Pittman hit the bar and Jo
Kuffour had a header cleared off the line,
while Blues keeper Charlie Horlock made
a great save to foil Warren Harris.

TOMMY Fletcher has joined Conference
South side Bishop’s Stortford on loan for
a month.

TheWanderers defender made a per-
fect start to his youth loan as he went
straight into the side that beatTonbridge
Angels 2-1 to maintain third place in the
division.

Blues have allowed the Bishops to field
Fletcher inThe FA Cup and he could fea-
ture in their televised first round clash
against NorthamptonTown on Sunday.
The match will be shown on ITV1.

Fletcher tweeted after the game:
“Pleased to get three points with Stort-
ford on my debut today and a good 90
minutes, now looking forward toThe FA
Cup on Sunday.”

Blues into cup semis

Fletcher farmed out

JOSH Scowen is suspended for
tomorrow’s FA Cup tie after
picking up five bookings – one of
which came in a game that never
finished.

The midfielder was cautioned
for the fifth time this season at
Accrington on Saturday, landing
him with a one match ban.

His fourth yellow card came
during the match at Portsmouth

that was abandoned last month,
but it still counts towards
Scowen’s disciplinary total.

Manager Gareth Ainsworth
said he had no complaints.

He said: “It does seem a bit
strange but if you think about it,
if the game was abandoned
because of fighting those cautions
or sendings off have to carry for-
ward. They have set a precedent

and that’s the rule. Even though
it’s hard to grasp sometimes, you
can see the logic in it.

“Before the season people will
have said Josh Scowen will pick
up a suspension at one stage this
season. A couple of bookings have
been soft, if I’m honest. You can
get booked for a lot less nowadays
and we’ve had words with Josh.
I’ve said I’m never going to stop

people from tackling.
“We’ve got a deep enough squad

to cover. He will be a miss because
he’s doing really well but we’ll
have to go without Josh.”

Fellow midfielder Matt Bloom-
field is also suspended following
his red card against Bury, but
Billy Knott has been declared fit
to take part after overcoming a
foot injury.

History sits heavy on the
shoulders ahead of FA Cup

Scowen suspended after a booking in the game that never was
Wycombe Wanderers reached the last four ofThe FA Cup in 2001, only losing to Liverpool 2-1


