
WASPS say Bradley Davies won’t
be the last big name addition to
the squad ahead of next season.

The Welsh international lock,
inset, will arrive from Cardiff
Blues in the summer and should
join Joe Launchbury in a formida-
ble second row partnership.

At 27, he is in the prime of his
career and has been a fixture in
the Wales side since making his
debut in 2009, with 42 caps to his
name.

He said: “I know Dai Young
very well from my time at the
Blues and his vision for Wasps is
something that has been very
appealing to me.

“I have been with the Blues
since I was 17 years old and I have
a huge amount to thank everyone

there for, but I am also hugely
excited about playing in a new
league with a new club.”

Wasps director of rugby Young
said: “We have a pool of very good
locks here and bringing someone
like Bradley in will only broaden
that group, offering us huge expe-
rience and quality.

“I know Bradley quite well and
he’s a great guy to have in your
squad. He is a proven leader
which has been recognised with
him captaining his country, and,
as we continue to strengthen our
side, I think he will be an excel-
lent player for us.”

Davies won’t be the last signifi-
cant announcement either, with
Young saying a few more signings
would be unveiled in the coming
weeks with Wasps still on the
lookout for more players.

Young said: “The first thing was
retention and I’m pleased we’ve
done as much as we can on that

front Most of
the squad are
tied up for at
least two sea-
sons now. Very
few are on one-
year contracts,
which is pleas-
ing.

“Now we’ve
got to add quali-
ty and strength

in depth around the people we’ve
already got and we’re pleased
with our new recruits, who will
be announced over the next week
or so.

“But we’re still in the market
for a couple more as well.”

And that process has already
begun with the club announcing
late yesterday that Sale duo
James Gaskell and Rob Miller will
both join in the summer.

Gaskell, 23, can play lock or in
the back row and has represented
England U18s, U20s and Saxons.

Miller, 24, is a full back and has
also represented England at age
group and Saxons level.

Young said: “They are both
young, ambitious players and
have a great amount of potential.”
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UNDER pressure Gareth Ainsworth said
he’s focusing on getting results for
Wanderers rather than worrying about
his own future.

Calls from fans for the Blues boss to go
have increased after the side extended
their poor run of form to one win in 16,
with Saturday’s defeat at Bury dragging
them ever closer to the drop zone.

Other clubs around Wanderers in the
table have taken more decisive action
and axed their underachieving man-
agers in a bid to avoid falling into non-
league football.

But Ainsworth says all he’s concerned
about is results on the pitch, saying his
role at the club is for others to decide.

And he’s confident a turnaround in
fortune is just around the corner, with
only goal difference now keeping Wan-
derers above the relegation trapdoor as
other results went against them at the
weekend.

His first job will be to halt their awful
run of form in front of their own fans,
with Blues looking to end a run of ten
home games without a win in all compe-
titions as they host Accrington Stanley
tomorrow.

Asked if he was concerned about his
future at Adams Park, Ainsworth said:
“It’s a question for other people. I’m put
in to do a job and I’ll do the job to the
absolute best of my ability.

“There’s no time to be concerned
about those sort of things. It’s a question
for other people and I just get on with
what I’m put in charge to do, and that’s to
win football matches.

“Performances have been there and I
know we are not far away. I’m happy
with where I am and I know we can repli-
cate what we did last year, and finish way
away from the drop zone.”

He added: “The defeat last Saturday
just made us know we need to dig in now.

“We are just out the relegation places
but in the danger zone at the bottom of
the table. We’ve all said we’ve got to dig
deep and everything we do from now
until the end of the season has to be
totally professional.

“We know it’s a huge game on Satur-
day. It’s a game we are looking to get
three points and beat a team around the
bottom quarter of the table.”
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Davies signs – and there’s
more where he came from

RGS High Wycombe U15s and U18s have both reached the last eight of the NatWestTrophy. See all the pictures – Page 149.
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