
WASPS will be unrecognisable
from the side that collapsed to
their heaviest ever Premiership
defeat last weekend when they
host Stade Francais on Sunday.

They lost 74-13 to Northampton
last Saturday in their final Aviva
Premiership match of the cam-
paign, but changes to the starting
XV will reach double figures this
weekend as Dai Young and co aim
to take a giant stride towards the
European Champions Cup.

Wasps entertain Stade at Adams

Park before going to Paris next Sat-
urday, with the overall winners
taking the 20th and final place in
the top tier of European competi-
tion next season.

Young said: “There is a lot of
hurt around the camp and a lot of
embarrassment so it may be the
ideal time to go into this game.

“If [last week] was our best team

you’d be scratching your head a lit-
tle bit thinking where to turn, but
we’re expecting changes in double
figures so it’s pretty much a differ-
ent team.

“But no matter who was on the
field, we win together and we lose
together. We’re hurting as a club
so I’d like to think one thing we
won’t lack is a little bit of hunger
and a little bit of bite and desire.”

Christian Wade apart, Young has
nearly a full strength squad to pick
from after resting most of his key

players at Franklin’s Gardens.
He said: “We have to put that

over our shoulder for the next two
weeks and get on with it, and this
is a game that will focus the minds
very quickly.

“We’ve got to be sensible about it
because they’ve got people who can
really hurt you if you become
loose, but I’m sure by the time kick
off comes we’ll be organised and
refreshed.

“We’ve got two games now to get
into Europe. We feel like we’ve

been given another chance and it’s
a great opportunity for us.”

More Wasps news
See Page 150.
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WASPS v STADE FRANCAIS
European Champions Cup play-off
Sunday, 3pm

‘We’re hurting as a club so one thing we won’t lack is bite and desire’

I’ll sail this
ship alone
WYCOMBE Wanderers will have
to solve their financial problems
themselves after takeover talks
with two outside groups ground
to a halt this week.

The Trust say they are no
longer considering the consor-
tium which signed non-binding
heads of terms with the
Wycombe Wanderers Trust in
February.

That group, which were inter-
ested in taking a 75 per cent stake
in the club, has been ruled out
after reducing their offer.

Meanwhile, interest from a sec-
ond group has cooled despite
Wanderers securing League Two
survival on the final day of the
season.

Among the bidders rumoured
to be interested on social media
were ex-England international
Luther Blissett and former Ital-
ian international Marco Tardelli.

It now looks as though any
investment coming into the club
will be through a share issue,
where the Trust will ask fans to
contribute money to club funds.

The Trust hopes to raise £2mil-
lion from supporters over a five-
year period, and although
£400,000 has so far been pledged

that figure represents less than a
quarter of their target.

Two offers of investment are
still on the table – but these will
come through the planned share
issue rather than as an outright
bid for a stake in the club.

Trust chairman Trevor Stroud
said in a statement: “It now looks
unlikely we will be able to
progress a sale of a majority
stake in the club.

“We understand this is frus-
trating for you, our members; it
is also for us, having spent a huge
amount of time on this and
incurred costs along the way.

“What is more likely to happen
now is one or more of our sup-
porters will invest slightly larger
amounts through the share
scheme, thereby providing a cash
boost whilst allowing our club to
continue to be supporter-owned.

“This does mean our share
scheme, where we are targeting
to raise £2million over five years,
will be the route to providing
the required working capital
and securing the club’s long
term future.”

Company Secretary Colin
Treacher said in a separate state-
ment on the Trust website:
“There have been as many as
nine interested parties in total
and the situation changed every
day this week.

“The significant developments
were that the bidder who we
believed would become serious
after our result at Torquay decid-
ed to look elsewhere, and the
original bidder (whose interest
led to all the previous announce-
ments and the members’ meet-
ing) reduced their offer and we
are no longer considering them.”

He added that development
was confirmed on Friday, May 9.

More Wanderers news
See Pages 148/149.

 Blues admit takeover talks are dead in the water

Chairman Don Woodward will press ahead with a share option
after negotiations with potential new owners broke down.
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‘It now looks
unlikely we will be
able to progress a
sale of a majority
stake in the club.’


